
About Us 
YouthWorks provides Christ-centered mission trips for thousands of teenagers 

and Adult Leaders in communities across the U.S. and beyond. We believe 

Christ-centered mission trips… 

 

We believe that these kinds of mission trip experiences positively impact the 

communities we partner with, the teenagers who are stretched and challenged 

through a week of service, and the Adult Leaders who build mission trips into 

the ongoing discipleship of their teenagers. Our staff has been creating 

mission trip experiences for teenagers and Adult Leaders for more than 27 

years, and in that time, the Holy Spirit has led us to be about these things: 

Jesus 
Everything we do points to Jesus. 

In case you couldn’t tell, we create mission trip experiences because we want to point 

all sorts of people to Jesus. We seek to restore relationships, love others and serve 

communities because Jesus set that example for us. Everything we do comes out of 

our desire to follow the greatest commandment that Jesus gave us—to love God and 

love others. When we get this right, we help people experience unconditional love and 

care for one another through the lens of Jesus Christ. 

Teenagers 



We want teenagers to understand who God is, how God sees them, and how God may 

use them to impact our world. 

We love teenagers and we know mission trip experiences can be a powerful 

discipleship tool for your youth ministry. We believe that God is at work in the life of 

every teenager, even in ways that we can’t see, and our responsibility is to help create 

an environment where the Holy Spirit can continue that work. So, we welcome you to 

bring every teenager who is willing to join us for a mission trip and we’ll equip you 

with what you need to support what God is doing in their lives along the way. 

Churches and Youth Leaders 
We want church and youth leaders to be free to focus on building relationships. 

We count it a privilege to support the work of the Christian Church, and we recognize 

that we are not a church. We can’t do the crucial year-round relational work that 

church leaders do every day, but we have committed ourselves to providing the kind 

of mission trip experience that best supports the year-round discipleship ministries of 

our partner churches. That’s why when you come on a YouthWorks mission trip, we 

buy food, find housing, plan programming, set up service sites, create countless 

resources and do much more, so adult leaders can focus on relationships. 

Multi-Denominational 
We seek to serve every part of the body of Christ. 

With Jesus at our center, we believe in supporting all the ways that God is at work in 

every part of the body of Christ, which includes a broad spectrum of Christian 

denominations. Because of this, YouthWorks intentionally operates as a multi-

denominational organization and we invite people from every Christian denomination 

to join us for a mission trip experience. 



We want to emphasize that while you are on a YouthWorks mission trip, you may be 

exposed to Christian practices, theological, doctrinal and spiritual beliefs from our 

community partners and church partners which could be very different from yours. 

We believe these encounters can be turned into teachable moments for your group and 

we created Church Group Time at the end of each day so that you can intentionally 

help your group process all they’ve seen, heard, and experienced. This is an incredible 

time for meaningful conversations with your teenagers about their own beliefs and 

convictions. We believe these interactions are vital steps in the faith-formation of 

teens. 

Communities 
We approach communities with humility and a willingness to partner in the work God 

is already doing. 

Our commitment to a community always begins with humility. We desire to walk 

side-by-side with our friends in service and helping support the work God is already 

doing through them. Our staff, church partners, and teenagers have a lot to learn from 

our community partners, so we provide opportunities for them to share their history 

and God-moments with every group who serves on a YouthWorks mission trip. Their 

stories help teenagers see how God is moving in each of the communities we serve, 

and it creates an incredible opportunity for church and youth leaders to begin 

conversations with their teenagers about the love and work of God. 

Summer Staff 
We invest in the next generation of ministry leaders. 

We spend significant resources finding, hiring and training the next generation of 

ministry leaders as the summer staff for our mission sites. In their time on staff with 

us, we guide them through the incredible responsibility of caring for our community 

partners, supporting our church leaders, and being strong role models for every 



teenager who comes on a YouthWorks mission trip. We invest so much in this young 

generation because we want to join in the work God is doing to shape them into 

ministry leaders and heroes of the Christian faith. 

 

Partner with the community to 
learn about the strengths and 
struggles of rural America. 

 

About Blue Ridge Mountains 

Your group will experience the great beauty of both people and 
nature in the scenic small towns that surround the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of North Carolina. By participating in children’s 
ministry, painting, yardwork, and supporting local ministries, you’ll 
make connections with the people of the area. In the evenings, 
your group will explore the great outdoors, and spend time 
fellowshipping with a local church through a meal. YouthWorks 
has served the Blue Ridge community since 2006 but moved the 
site to Rutherford County, NC. in summer 2021. 

Please note: All information regarding service and community 
engagement activities are subject to change. We are actively 
working to identify community engagement and service 
opportunities in consideration of COVID. 

Serving in Blue Ridge Mountains 



 Partner with local organizations to meet ongoing needs in the 
community by serving at a food pantry, clothing distribution 
center, soup kitchen or local youth program. 

 Serve through community beautification projects, gardening, 
painting, yard work or assisting with simple work projects. 

 During the week, students may serve at one or more of the 
service options by switching mid-week between service 
partnerships and minor home repair projects. 

 Since some partnerships are in rural areas of Blue Ridge, 
groups may drive up to 45 minutes for service or evening 
activities. 

 


