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ZOOM Only Version of Order of Service
January 25, 2026                                                 10:00 AM  
Call to Service
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Chalice Lighting: (Unison) “The Chalice is a Symbol” by Debra Faulk
A chalice lit in our midst is a symbol of our liberal faith:
A faith built on the foundations of
freedom, reason, and welcome.
A faith sustained by acts of kindness and justice,
A faith that envisions a world flourishing
with equality for all people,
A faith that demands living out of goodness,
A faith that requires thoughtfulness,
A faith of wholeness.
This small flame is the symbol of the
spark of all this- within each of us.
Hymn
Opening Words
Acknowledgements of the Heart
Responsive Reading: “It Matters What We Believe”
by Sophia Lyon Fahs
Some beliefs are like walled gardens. They encourage exclusiveness, and the feeling of being especially privileged.
Other beliefs are expansive and lead the way into wider and deeper sympathies.
Some beliefs are like shadows, clouding children’s days and fears of unknown calamities.
Other beliefs are like sunshine, blessing children with the warmth of happiness.


Some beliefs are divisive, separating saved from unsaved, friends from enemies.
Other beliefs are bonds in a world community, where sincere differences beautify the pattern.
Some beliefs are like blinders, shutting off the power to choose one’s own direction.
Other beliefs are like gateways opening wide vistas for exploration.
Some beliefs weaken a person’s selfhood. They blight the growth of resourcefulness.
Other beliefs nurture self-confidence and enrich the feeling of personal worth.
Some beliefs are rigid, like the body of death, impotent in a changing world.
Other beliefs are pliable, like the young sapling, ever growing with the upward thrust of life.
Hymn
Meditation: by Howard Thurman
Sermon: "Where is Our Holy Church?” Adrian L. H. Graham, 
guest speaker
Discussion
Closing Words
Extinguishing the Chalice: (Unison) 
“We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth
of community or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our
hearts until we meet again.”
[bookmark: _Hlk148771321][bookmark: _Hlk157587170]Sung Benediction:  # 1057 (teal hymnal) – “Go Lifted Up” 
“Go lifted up, Love bless your way, moonlight, starlight guide your journey into peace and the brightness of day.”
Postlude
Today’s Participants and Volunteers: 
     Guest Speaker:  Adrian L. H. Graham
     Service Leader:  Annie Lavin
     Tech Team:  David Biehler, Dave Hart, Michael Morris, John Ramsey,
Deb Reid
Upcoming Sunday Services:   
FEB 01 | “Embracing Uncertainty in Creativity,”
Rev. Kathryn Adams, minister
FEB 08 | "Black Universalist History on the Chesapeake”
Rev. Paul Boothby, guest speaker
FEB 15 | “Healing Individually and in Community,”
Rev. Kathryn Adams, minister
Announcements: 
JAN 31 | UUCR entry keycard number verification deadline
FEB 01 | Pledge Drive Kick-off and Luncheon
FEB 05 | 1st Thursday Conversations
FEB 07 | Multigenerational Game Night
FEB 20 | Potluck — host(s) needed
MAR 07 | UUCR Auction & Reception — donations needed of treasures & services (errands, meals, excursions, adventures, etc.). Contact Jane Hardy, Joy Kim, or Mary Pritchard

More details on upcoming services and events are available in our weekly newsletter Reflections which is published each Thursday and sent via email. If you’d like to subscribe, please contact the UUCR office and ask to be added to the contact list.
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