
Foreman, Ronald “Plumber” Smith works on the frontlines at Suburban Hospital 

Project. As the team leader, he ensures a safe and timely delivery of the new   

addition. He was also part of the crew on the existing building/renovation that 

ended in April. Regardless of the time of day, or cause of issue, he answers              

the phone and takes action. Lenox Gay, Quality Control Manager at The Clark 

Construction Group shares his experience.  

“I've had the privilege of working with Ronald Smith (Plumber) for the last 

several years and have observed several key attributes to his character and work ethics. he 

is committed to doing the task at hand safely by making sure that his crew is well versed in 

the work plan, has the proper tools and equipment and that all the necessary safeguards are 

in place to protect the workers as well as the public. I have witnessed on many occasions the 

willing sacrifices that he has made for the project. Plumber brings a wealth of knowledge and 

experience that is hard to beat.”  

S&D is part of the new construction of INOVA Loudoun Phase 2B BED Tower. A 

key essential player on the project is Foreman, William Avelar. The S&D team 

overcame a few challenges during the installation of critical medical equipment, 

air handling units, water heaters, water softeners, steam generators and eye 

wash stations. Since the hospital is fully operational and open to patients, the 

team has to properly plan installation in the areas already occupied by patients. 

Employees sanitize frequently, while wearing face masks, rubber gloves and 

maintaining the 6 feet rule. William adds; “My favorite part about this job is knowing that this 

hospital is going to help and serve many people. Many babies will be born here. That makes 

me so proud.”  
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Ron Smith 

FOREMAN ON THE FRONTLINES 

For the past 2 years, John Carter has been the leading Foreman on the Virginia 

Hospital Center Project. The hospital has many replacement and renovation     

facets, such as multiple air handler installations, roof top unit replacements, 

steam stations, and domestic water heater replacements. As the General                 

Contractor, John and the team address challenges in a timely manner; from       

installing HVAC equipment to coordinating with the owner, engineering team and 

hospital staff. The team has to be tactical when breaking down equipment                     

outside to transport in through small passage ways and outside air shafts. Due to pedestrian traffic, 

scheduled and daily deliveries are closely monitored during peak operation hours. As a leader on the 

project, John is tasked with  implementing extra safety precautions during COVID-19. Following the 

CDC and hospital guidelines, the team is washing their hands more frequently and the screening 

process is a lot more detailed. Each individual is screened when walking in a building and their                   

temperature is taken before receiving their mask. Wearing PPE at all times, he frequently checks on 

his teammates, assuring that they avoid certain areas of the hospital. John feels particularly thankful 

and proud to be on the front lines making a difference during this pandemic. 
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