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OHIO TRANSPORTATION FUNDING NEEDS & PROPOSAL 
 
OHIO IS THE CROSSROADS OF AMERICA AND A HUB FOR COMMERCE. It sits within 60 percent 
of the US and Canadian population. It has the nation’s fourth largest interstate system; second largest 
inventory of bridges; and sixth highest number of vehicle miles traveled. Despite this, Ohio has the 29th 
highest state motor vehicle fuel tax.  
 
DUE TO THE CURRENT STATE OF FUNDING, TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING 
IN OHIO IS AT A CRITICAL JUNCTURE: Since the last state motor fuel tax increase in 2006 (passed in 
2003), inflation has cut the productivity of our dollars by nearly half and our dollar from 2003 is now 
worth just 58 cents. At the same time, Ohio’s motor fuel tax revenues have remained relatively flat over the 
last 15 years because fuel consumption has increased an average of only one-third of one percent a year. 
Due to significant borrowing over the last fifteen years, before ODOT spends ANY motor fuel tax money for 
its intended maintenance purposes this year, we must first take $390 million to pay debt service. 
 
DETERIORATING ROAD CONDITIONS LEAD TO MORE CRASHES AND THAT MORE CRASHES 
LEAD TO MORE FATALITIES: Beginning in FY 2020, there will be no revenue available for new 
improvement projects, and ODOT’s ability to complete critical maintenance projects will be severely 
stressed. ODOT has already been forced to postpone $150 million in maintenance work that was scheduled 
for FY 2020. Without a change in the revenue, more roads and bridges will slip into a crumbling and 
potentially dangerous state. 
 
THIS IMPENDING CRISIS IS LOOMING DESPITE MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR COST-SAVING 
EFFORTS BY ODOT OVER THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS: Due to the factors listed above, ODOT has 
initiated several efforts over the years to make the agency leaner and more efficient. The savings were 
reinvested in maintaining roads and bridges. Approximately $700 million in cost-saving measures include 
reducing headcount, standardizing equipment, scrutinizing contracts and employing technology to 
maximize efficiencies.  
 
OVER THE NEXT 11YEARS, ODOT ESTIMATES IT WOULD NEED $1 BILLION A YEAR TO KEEP 
ROADS AND BRIDGES SAFE AND FUNCTIONAL. This is what would be required to keep our roads 
and bridges in good condition, continue to complete needed highway expansion/improvement projects, 
and to address critical safety areas in the state. The number is made up of three components: 

MAINTENANCE 
We looked at each program we use to fund projects and made determinations about what the needs 
of those programs would be over the next 11years. ODOT analyzed condition data and treatment 
recommendations, coupled with current construction estimates adjusted annually for inflation to 
fully understand maintenance needs over the next decade.  (Annual Average: $500M) 
SAFETY 
ODOT also looked at what would be needed in order to make meaningful progress on addressing 
areas where crashes, especially serious injury and fatality crashes, are higher than typical. With 
appropriate levels of funding we can analyze areas with higher incidents of crashes and plan 
projects in those areas that otherwise we would not be able to address.  (Annual: $250M) 
HIGHWAY EXPANSION 
Finally, for our transportation system to function optimally, we must have funding to continue to 
tackle highway expansion projects in areas that experience significant congestion.  Congestion leads 
to increased crashes and significant loss of productivity for Ohioans. The higher concentration of 
vehicles also increases the wear and tear on our roadways. After looking at existing needs in the 
state, about $250M annually would be needed to make meaningful progress towards improving 
these areas.  
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For more detailed transportation funding information, including maps of road condition projections over the next ten years and a detailed 

breakout of local government impacts of the proposal, visit www.transportation.ohio.gov/budget.  

OHIO’S TRANSPORTATION BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDE A PROPOSED 18-CENT 
STATE MOTOR FUEL TAX INCREASE BEGINNING JULY 1, 2019. The tax, designed as a user fee 
would be indexed for inflation – increasing annually with the Consumer Price Index. The indexing is vital to 
establishing a long-term funding solution for transportation projects. 
 
THE REVENUE RAISED IN THE FIRST YEAR EQUATES TO ROUGHLY $1.2 BILLION FOR 
NEEDED ROAD AND BRIDGE PROJECTS AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. The revenue will be 
split between ODOT and local governments. ODOT receives roughly 60% of that funding and local 
governments get about 40%. In FY 2020: 

• $750 million would go to ODOT to improve safety, address congestion and maintain the state 
highway system. $500 million would go toward maintenance to keep Ohio’s roads safe – i.e. paving, 
fixing guardrails, filling potholes, clearing snow and ice, maintaining bridges, and addressing unsafe 
areas. $250 million will go toward critical new highway improvement projects. 

• All 88 counties will get an extra $1.77 million each to fix county roads and bridges and keep their 
drivers safe. Cities, villages and townships will also see a significant increase. 

WE BELIEVE OHIOANS UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPONSIBLE 
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING. For those who drive the U.S. average of 13,000 per year, the 18-cent 
increase equates to: $1.61 per week for drivers of fuel-efficient 2015 Honda Accords; $1.91 per week for 
drivers of 2015 Jeep Cherokees; $2.65 per week for drivers of 2015 Ford F-150s. 
 
STRONG INFRASTRUCTURE ATTRACTS INVESTMENT AND JOBS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
OHIOANS AND WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO KEEP IT WELL-KEPT. These are dollars that are 
guaranteed to stay right here in Ohio, improving the roads we drive on every day. These dollars will help 
keep our economy healthy.  According to estimates, the additional $700 million in funding for ODOT 
projects would support an extra 8,710 heavy highway construction jobs and could generate as much as $2.4 
billion per year in output, tax revenues, earnings and user benefits.1  
 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: This is a fair and responsible proposal that ensures the well-being of our 
transportation system, the safety of our motorists, and the health of our economy for years to come. 
 

                                                           
1 Source: Fix Our Roads Ohio – Case Statement Pg. 4 https://fixourroadsohio.com/  
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