Highland Presbyterian Church

January 8, 2023
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
10:30 a.m.
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Highland Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse and inclusive Christian
Community as we embody the love and forgiveness of Jesus by serving the
Community and the World, drawing people to Christ.



Prelude
Gathering

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington

Call to Worship (Responsive) Dawn Briere

One: In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.

All: In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.

One: God caused the waters to part so that Israel could cross from slavery to liberation.
All: God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.

One: Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.

All: Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman, the first to recognize
him as Christ.

One: Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

*Opening Hymn Today We All Are Called to be Disciples Hymn 757
Time for the Children Revs. Matthew and Bethany Benz-Whittington
The Word
Prayer for lllumination Dawn Briere

Still-speaking God, as these words from Scripture are read, may it be to us as if the
heavens are opening, and we see your Spirit descending on us like a dove, revealing your
love for us as your children. Amen.

Holy Scripture Genesis 1:1-5

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.

Mark 1:4-11

So John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts



and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me;
| am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. | have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

Sermon “In the Beginning” Rev. Dr. Cynthia M. Benz
Anthem As | Went Down to the River to Pray Highland Choir
Baptism of Georgia Ruth Benz-Whittington
Promises of the Gathered Community Elder Diane Brown
Statement of Faith Inclusive Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, eternal, almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, the
Redeemer of all, the Only Begotten One; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, lived and loved among us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; who descended into hell, and on the third day rose from the dead;

Jesus, Our Savior, ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of the loving God, and will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Baptism Music Take Me to the Water Hymn 480
Offertory

*Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymn 609
*Prayer of Thanksgiving (Communal) Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington

Saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism, regardless of our backgrounds and
status. Therefore, we praise you with our tithes and offerings. May they join with others to
become a mighty river, bringing your peace and healing to the world. Amen.



Eucharist
Communion, Prayers of the People, and the Lord’s Prayer

Invitation

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion Music For Everyone Born Hymn 769
Sending
*Closing Hymn In Christ There is No East or West Hymn 317

*Charge and Benediction

Postlude



Upcoming Events
MLK Day Weekend Events
January 13-16

Blount County residents are invited to celebrate and remember the life and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. the weekend of January 13-16. A MLK Day Business Luncheon, scheduled for
noon, Jan. 13, will be at the Airport Hilton. The Rev. Vivian Hill, associate minister at Rest Haven
Baptist Church, will lead the community worship service at St. John Missionary Baptist Church
in Alcoa at 4 p.m., Jan. 15. The MLK Day March assembles at 12:30 p.m., Jan. 16, at the Martin
Luther King Community Center in Alcoa to walk to the Maryville College campus for the MLK
Day Celebration, scheduled at 2 p.m.

Annual Meeting
January 22"

Highland will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 22" with a Potluck Lunch to follow.
The 2023 budget will be presented and the congregation will vote on the next class of elders.
Let the Hospitality Committee know if you would like to bring an item to the Potluck.

Weekly Schedule for January 8" — January 15%

Sunday, January 8 — Sunday Worship (Baptism Sunday) 10:30 a.m. Potluck Lunch 11:30 a.m.
Monday —

Tuesday —Highland Quilters- 9 a.m.

Wednesday — Book Study 10:00 a.m. OA—1 p.m.

Thursday —7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Friday —

Saturday —

Sunday, January 15 — Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. MLK Day Worship 4 p.m. (see Upcoming Events)

Special Thanks to Rev. Dr. Cynthia M. Benz, Rev. Bethany Benz-Whittington, Diane Brown, Dawn Briere
for leading worship, the saints of Eusebia Presbyterian Church, all who traveled for this special service,
and the hospitality committee for organizing today’s lunch.



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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Today We All Are Called

to Be Disciples
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1 To - day we all are called to be dis - ci- ples of the
2 God made the world and at its birth or - dained our hu - man
3 Pray jus - tice may come roll-ing down as in a might-y
4 May we in ser-vice to our God act out the liv - ing
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Lord, to help to set the cap - tive  free, make
race to live as stew - ards of the earth, re -
stream, with righ - teous - ness in  field and town to
word, and walk the road the saints have trod  till
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plow -share out of  sword, to feed the hun - gry, quench their
spond-ing to  God’s grace. But we are vain and sad - ly
cleanse us and re - deem. For God is long-ing to re -
all have seen and heard. As stew-ards of the earth may
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex

village where the arranger first heard the melody.

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985

MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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thirst, make love and peace our fast, to serve the
proud; we sow not peace but strife. Our dis - cord
store an earth where con - flicts cease, a world that
we give thanks in one ac - cord to God who
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poor  and home - less first, our ease and com - fort last.
spreads a dead - ly cloud that threat-ens all  of life.
was cre - at - ed for a har - mo - ny of peace.
calls  us all to be dis - ci - ples of the Lord.
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BAPTISM
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Take Me to the Water
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1 Take me to the wa - ter Take me to the wa -
2 1 love Je - sus. I love Je -
3 He’s my Sav. - ior He’s my Sav -
4 Glo -ry hal-le - lu - jah. Glo-ry hal-le - lu -
- I
| | —
f | i’ J |
g D | E— I I [ |
y 4N l'Vl | | N j | =
4 d ! |
. @
ter. Take me to the wa - ter to be  bap - tized.
sus. I love Je - sus, yes, 1 do.
ior. He’s my Sav. - ior, yes, he is.
jah. Glo-ry hal-le - lu - jah  to be  bap - tized.
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SERVICE MUSIC

609 Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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Praise God,from whom all bless-ings flow. Praise God, all crea-tures
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high and low. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Praise
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God, in Je - sus ful - ly known: Cre - a - tor, Word, and Spir - it

G A D Em A Bm

&@%
0
TTe
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lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

For Everyone Born

/69
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1 For ev - ery-one born, a place at the ta - ble,
2 For wom - an and man, a place at the ta - ble,
3 For young and for old, a place at the ta - ble,
4 For just and un - just, a place at the ta - ble,
5 For ev - ery-one born, a place at the ta - ble,
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for ev - ery - one born, clean wa - ter and bread,
re - vis - ing the roles, de - cid - ing the share,
a voice to be heard a part in the song,

a - bus - er a - bused, with need to for - give,

to live with-out fear, and sim -ply to be,
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a shel -ter, a space, a safe place for grow - ing,
with wis-dom and grace, di- vid - ing the pow - er
the hands of a child in hands that are wrin - kled,
in an - ger, in hurtt a mind-set of mer - cy,
to work, to speak out, to wit-ness and wor - ship,
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for ev - ery-one born, a star 0 - ver-head,
for wom - an and man, a sys - tem that's fair
for young and for old, the right to  be - long,
for just and un -just, a new way to live,
for ev - ery-one born, the right to be free,




JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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and God will de-light when we are cre-a-tors of jus-tice and
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joy, com-pas - sion and peace: yes,
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God  will de-light when we are cre - a - tors of jus - tice,
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jus-tice and joy!



THE CHURCH

3717 In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev - ery-where their high com -
3 Join hands, dis - c - ples of the faith, what-e’er your
4 In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet
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south or north, but one great fel - low -
mu - nion find; his ser - vice is the
race may be. All chil - dren of the
south  and north. All Christ - ly souls are
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ship of love  through - out the whole wide  earth.
gold - en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
liv - ing God  are sure - ly kin to me.
one in him  through - out the whole wide  earth.
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