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Highland Presbyterian Church​ seeks to be a diverse and inclusive Christian Community as we embody the love and forgiveness of Jesus by serving the Community and the World, drawing people to Christ.
Prelude.          Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross    with      In the Cross of Christ I Glory

Gathering
Lenten Refrain 			 I Will Come to You			             Highland Choir

Welcome & Announcements					        Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington

Call to Worship (Responsive)                                        				                 Sandy Miller

[bookmark: _Hlk88641616]One: The Lord shepherds us.

All: God restores our souls.

One: We shall not fear evil.

All: For God is always with us.

One: God bathes our head in oil; our cup is so full it spills over!

All: Yes, God’s goodness and faithful love will pursue us all the days of our life. Let us worship God!


*Opening Hymn	                     Great is Thy Faithfulness		                 	          Hymn 39

Call to Confession 								                 Sandy Miller

Prayer of Confession (Communal)						      

Gracious God, we see ourselves as blameless, but pass judgment on others.  We do not stand firmly enough with those who are vulnerable, but step back, protecting ourselves.  Forgive us, we pray. Bring us into your light that we may see ourselves rightly.  Bring us into your love that we may know ourselves loved.  Bring us into your peace that we may live more fruitful lives.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Amen.  


Assurance of Pardon					     			                 Sandy Miller 


Time for the Children 				  		        Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington

The Word
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                             Sandy Miller
	
Holy Scripture                                                                         	           John 9:1—41 (selected verses)

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 



Anthem 		      	              Be Thou My Vision   	      	      	             Highland Choir


Sermon			                 “Restore Me”	        Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington

Statement of Faith (Communal)                           Excerpts from A Brief Statement of Faith PC(USA)  

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Moment for Mission		             Building & Grounds		                     Whitney Erickson

Moment for Mission		       One Great Hour of Sharing		                 Sandy Miller

Offering of Our Gifts	 	           
	
Offertory	             		       Prelude No. 1 in C major				                 Bach
     
*Doxology									                     Hymn 609 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (Communal) 

In gratitude, O God, we come to your table, into your presence, into your house.  For all that you have done for us, most especially, for bringing us  into the light of Jesus Christ, we offer our thanks and praise.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Sending

*Closing Hymn	             	     I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say		  	        Hymn 182

*Charge and Benediction 
	
Postlude			     Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 *Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa - ther;
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*Or “Creat is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 FAITHFULNESS
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923 11.10.11.10 with refrain
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company







CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

182 | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 I  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un-to me and rest;
2 I  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up-on my breast.”
the liv - ing wa- ter, thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je -sus as I was, so wea-ry, worn, and sad; I
I came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life-giv - ing stream; my
I lookedto Je - sus, and Ifound in him my star, my sun; and
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found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
thirst was quenched, my  soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
in that light of life I'll walk till trav-eling days are done.
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Each stanza here pairs an invitation from Jesus with a response from the narrator. These three invitations
recall how Jesus welcomed those who were heavy laden (Matthew 11:28), offered living water (John 4:10-14),
and identified himself as the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5).

TEXT: Horatius Bonar, 1846, alt.

MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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