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INTRODUCING THE LIVINGSTON FAMILY
John and Yoriko Livingston have been serving with International Students, Inc. (ISI) since

1997.  They have touched the lives of more than 2,000 students, coming from every continent; 79
countries to date.  Their work begins with friendship, sharing the love of Christ to build trust and
students’ interest in knowing the God Who made them and loves them.  Though these students usually
come from the most spiritually dark parts of the world, while in the U.S., their hearts are often more
open, and the Livingston’s joy and passion is to see them saved and transformed by Jesus.  Those who
receive the Lord are discipled and built up so that they can go back home after their studies to impact
their homelands with the Gospel.  With God in their hearts, knowledge of their own culture, people and
language, they are truly the best “missionaries” we could ever hope to send.

Every Friday night in their home, the
Livingstons have a group that meets called
International Christian Fellowship.  The goal of
the group is full-cycle evangelism, which is quite a
vision considering most students are only here for
a year or two on average.  Each Friday a dinner is
prepared, testimonies are shared, there is a time of
worship and time to study God’s Word in small
groups.  The students themselves are encouraged
and trained to help in every aspect of the ministry, giving them confidence and joy to use their spiritual
gifts for the Lord.  On the weekends, they do day trips and outings for outreach and to build deeper
friendships with students.  During the week, they meet with students one-on-one for discipleship and
more evangelism.

The Livingstons have three children, Hope (21), Trueman (19) and Walker (11), whom they
homeschool, and who are being raised bilingually (English/Japanese).  John lived and worked in Japan

for three years as an English teacher in the late 1980s, but
it wasn’t until 1995 that God would call him to become a
missionary.  That was when he left his home in Illinois to
attend Multnomah Biblical Seminary in Portland, and
shortly after joined ISI.  Yoriko is the daughter of a
Japanese pastor and has been doing ministry all of her life.
Prior to marrying John, she lived by faith as a Gospel
singer in Japan.  John & Yoriko met on a short-term
mission trip in 1996, and were married in 1998.
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← Pray with us for the students’ salvation, like Ping as he
graduates and goes home for good in June.



MINISTRY DURING COVID-19
By God’s grace, we are beating Covid, going

through the riots and anarchy in our downtown,
overcame the heavy, hazardous smoke from last year’s
forest fires, and we are still touching lives and
expanding the Lord’s ministry to international
students!  We are increasing the number of small
group Bible studies we do and have returned to doing
trips and many activities with the students again in
person.  Wearing a mask has been a real nuisance, but
a person’s soul is worth it.  Through this outreach we
have even made contact with students from two new countries, one from Oman in the Middle East and
one from Mauritania in Africa.  They come from Islamic backgrounds and yet are being exposed to the

Good News of Jesus Christ as we build friendships with
them and study God’s Word together.

We have also been getting reconnected with many
of our former students and initiating new Bible studies
with them.  While still ministering to students here in
Portland, meeting many in person at their dorms and also
by Zoom, we are also having many regular meetings with
students who are back in their countries, and at some
interesting times of the day too (in the morning or even at
midnight)!  Some meetings are evangelistic, some
discipleship in focus.  Some of the students we haven’t
seen in six years; some just left months ago.  Each of
them is now in such a different place in life, but what
hasn’t changed is the trust they have in us.

IMPORTANT PRAYER NEED:  WE ARE MOVING.  BUT WE DON’T KNOW WHERE!
For 24 years the Lord has used us to build a team and to be a light to the international students

who have come to Portland from around the world.  We love it here, are very comfortable here, and
have the best ministry team in the world which we love and feel so blessed to serve with them.  So it
caught us by surprise when the Lord asked us to step out in faith like Abraham to leave and go minister
to international students in a new location. “Ok, Lord, but go where?” we asked.

After giving it more serious thought and prayer and talking it over with ISI leadership, we found
that we do not have a single staff person throughout the whole state of Tennessee, Kentucky, Southern
Illinois or Southern Indiana. This part of the country is known as America’s Heartland, and it is where
we feel the Lord is giving us a heart to go in His name to be our first ISI staff.  It’s a very big step of
course, and we sure don’t want to blow it.  Would you pray with us for God’s guidance and help?  In
the future we see ourselves continuing to minister directly to students, but also believe God will be
using us to start up new ministries, to mobilize God’s people and churches, and to raise up new staff.

In July each year we take a family vacation, but this year we will be traveling in the Midwest to
scout things out and to see where God is leading us.  By faith we are also cleaning up our house, and
winding down things here in Portland, handing off responsibilities to our team here, and looking into
selling our home.  It’s a very huge step to take, a wonderful dream and vision, one we know that we
will only be able to accomplish with you at our side.  So, thank you and God bless you for tracking
with us on all of this, and for all that you do for us and the Lord!  We are so thankful.

Your friends, John and Yoriko Livingston

In person & by Zoom, pray all our spiritual
kids will be grounded in God’s Word!


