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Greetings, RPC Friends! 
What wonderful times of worship we had at RPC last Sunday!! People regularly commend me 
when all the pieces fall into place; and I have something to do with that. However, SO many of 
you are involved major ways in what happens around here on Sundays. I LOVE to share the 
praise. I have some specific things I do all by myself, but mostly I see myself as a circus master 
who tries to bring out the best in all those who contribute their talents and efforts. That includes 
all of you who sit and stand in the pews. Without you and your spiritual offerings, worship would 
fall flat. You are not an ‘audience.’ You are the Body of Christ, living, breathing, contributing to 
our mutual work. We are indeed all in this together! 

I also announced publicly that Lois Gurney has retired from her music director and organist 
position at RPC. She will be present in worship on January 26 at 11:00 where we will honor her 
ministry among us, followed by a reception in Bittinger Hall. We have contracted with people 
who will provide temporary staffing while we undertake a process of figuring out what’s next for 
RPC on the musical leadership front. 

This week, we are dealing with Theme #2 in our 2020 Vision Series: Holding onto our Biblical/
theological heritage while being open to folks who don’t share our traditions. I get to play a 
support role while Pastor Bill Hoff shares his thoughts on this subject. I’m looking forward to 
hearing what he has to say. You are invited to join us in Room 302/303 during the Educational 
Hour to share your thoughts on the matter. Here are some prompts for preparatory 
consideration: 1) What are some of our Presbyterian beliefs and practices that you most 
appreciate? 2) How do they impact and inform your daily living as disciples of Jesus? 3) What 
are some of the ways we can be open to folks from other traditions while remaining committed 
to our own? There are no right or wrong responses to these questions. I want to use them as a 
starting point for our interactions. If you are not able to participate in these group sessions, I 
invite you to write your responses and send them to me at the email address given below. 

As I stated last week, I know it is still early in the year, but we have to make good use of this 
segment of Ordinary Time. I also know that you don’t want to be reminded so soon after the 
Christmas holiday; but the season of Lent begins at the end of February and ushers us quickly 
into Easter…and summertime. Whether I like it or not, we need to be that proactive in our 
advance planning. Stuff just seems to keep happening, more quickly now that previously (or so it 
seems). I like to be as far ahead of the eight ball as I can be. Humor me with your attention and 
your participation as we begin 2020: The Best Year Ever at RPC…so far. 
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