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Backyard Farm Animal Policy
Revised       

Use this template if you have horses, ducks, chickens, goats, pigs, outdoor rabbits, etc.
The purpose of this policy is to detail how the child care will deal with animals on the premises and to provide information to parents regarding the animals that are on the premises of the child care.
Animals carry certain bacteria, viruses, parasites, and fungi that can cause illness if transmitted to humans. Humans get these animal-borne diseases when they're bitten or scratched or have contact with an animal's waste, saliva, or dander.  These diseases can affect humans in many ways. They're of greatest concern to young children, infants, pregnant women, and people whose immune systems have been compromised by illness or disease. Infants and kids younger than 5 years old are most at risk because their immune systems are still developing, and some infections that might make an adult just mildly sick can be more serious for them.

This policy is required by: 
Foundational Quality Standards for Early Learning Programs, WAC 110-300-0225, effective August 1, 2019.
	Name of Child Care:

     


	Phone Number:

     

	Address:

     

	City/State/Zip:

     


What farms animals do you have on your premises? WAC 110-300-0225-2a
List the type of animal(s) you have anywhere on your property (ie in your backyard).  How many of each animal do you have?

                                                                                     
What are the potential health risks associated with these animals? 

What are the illnesses that can be spread by having contact with the animal and/or their feces? 
Complete this section even if the children are not expected to have contact with the animal(s)  For information about potential health risks, visit the CDC Healthy Pets, Healthy People website at: https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/

                                                                                     
How will you prevent spreading these diseases to the staff and children?

· Children will avoid contact with animal feces, urine or other body fluids. Animal waste will be kept inaccessible to children. WAC 110-300-0225-5e
· We will not allow children with any cuts or abrasions of the skin to have contact with the animals.

· We will not allow animals anywhere near food preparation areas. WAC 110-300-0225-4e
· We will post handwashing signs in areas where the animals are housed.
· Children and staff will wash hands after interacting with the animal or after handling animals’ toys, food, bedding, litter, or equipment.
· No eating, drinking, or pacifiers are allowed in or near animal enclosures.
· No kissing or snuggling of animals is allowed.
· If children are allowed to enter the animal enclosure, describe how the issue of contaminated shoes will be addressed here: (e.g. Children will wear rubber boots provided by the child care when entering the animal enclosure; or children will be required to leave shoes outside if they have entered the animal enclosure, etc.)
·                                                                                      
* Children and staff will wash their hands in the nearest hand-washing sink after handling animals or touching containers where the animal is located. Hand sanitizer will not be used as an alternative.
Who is responsible for the care and feeding of the animal(s)? 

WAC 170-295-5170
Name of person here:                                                                                      
Include one of the following statements: 

· Children will not be involved in the feeding of animals.

· OR      -

· Children will be allowed to feed the animal (see below).
How will the animal(s) receive food and water?

· Describe here:                                                                                     
· Children will be allowed to feed the animal.  (describe when and how) (Note: It is recommended that children not hand-feed animals as this increases the risk of biting. Suggest that feed be placed in a bucket or dish for the child to hold if they wish to directly feed the animal).
· All individuals involved in feeding the animals will wash their hands immediately after feeding the animal.

How do you plan to care for the animals when your child care is closed?

· On weekends, (describe how/who the animals will be cared for)
· On long holidays or vacations, (describe how/who the animals will be cared for) 
Where are your animals located?
· The animals are located outside. They are never brought indoors in the licensed child care space.
· Animals are not allowed in any areas where the children play, whether or not the children are present.
· They are separated from the children and their play area by fences (describe type of fence here)
· (Include this bullet if poultry is present) Chickens, ducks, turkeys, doves, pigeons, or other birds are caged, cooped, or penned outside of early learning program space at a distance that prevents children from having direct access to the enclosure or waste. WAC 110-300-0225-4b
How will you clean the animal cages or enclosures? WAC 170-295-5170
· We will use gloves.
· Cages, litter boxes, feeding containers, and animal equipment will be cleaned and disinfected in areas outside of the house and outside of licensed space and child play areas. Sinks used for food preparation or dishwashing will never be used to clean animal supplies or dishes. WAC 110-300-0225-4f
· Animal equipment (container, cage, dishes, etc.) will be cleaned using soap and water, rinsed, and disinfected with (name of product or percent bleach and bleach recipe). 
· The equipment will be allowed to air dry before returning the animal’s enclosure (unless an alternative method is approved). 
· Animal enclosures will not have pet waste, bedding, food, or water spilling out.  WAC 110-300-0225-5e
How will you handle the animal waste?
· Animal waste will be picked up daily. 
· Waste will be disposed of in a manner that prevents children from coming in contact with the waste. This is done by (describe disposal method here). WAC 110-300-0225-5f 
· Waste will be disposed in an area that is inaccessible to children. WAC 110-300-0225-5e
· Waste will be disposed of in a manner that does not attract flies, insects or rodents.

· Hands will be washed after disposing of the waste.
· Animals will not be allowed access to areas where children play. In the event that an animal escapes onto a child’s play area, any waste will be picked up immediately. Any contaminated play structures, patios, or decks will be disinfected as soon as possible and prior to access by children. WAC 110-300-0225-5h 
How will you address the needs of children or staff that have allergies to these animals?
· We will get necessary information regarding the specific allergy and its symptoms from the parents of the child.
· We will not allow children with allergies to these animals to have contact with the animals, their enclosures, or places where the animals roam.
· We will keep a confidential and updated list of the children that have allergies to these animals.
· We will make sure that the parents are aware that we have these animals and that they agree and sign this policy.

How will you inform parents about the animals on the premises? 

· We will discuss this at time of enrollment.
· We will give them a copy of this policy to read. WAC 110-300-0225-2b They will sign that they have read and understood and agree with the policy.  Their names and signatures will be kept (where).
· We will include a copy of this policy in our handbook.
· We will have a copy of this policy available to read (where).
Will the children have access to the animals? 

Include one of the following 2 sections:

· The children will be allowed to interact and pet the animal(s) (describe when, how, etc) 
· They will be supervised at all times. 
· They will be organized into small groups for handling of the animal.
· OR    - 

· No, the children will never have contact with the animal(s). 

· Children will be allowed to look at the animals through the fence. They will not touch the fence or other animal enclosure.

How will you keep the animals healthy and free from disease?
· The animals will have all required vaccinations up to date. WAC 110-300-0225-3a
· If rabies is required, proof of current rabies vaccinations will be kept on file.
· Animals will be monitored daily for signs of distress or illness by (who).
· Animals that show signs of illness will be removed from the premises until they have been seen, treated, and given approval to return by a veterinarian. WAC 110-300-0225-3b
· Animal records (health, vaccinations, licenses, etc) will be kept (where).
· Animal medications will be stored separately from human medications. WAC 110-300-0225-4h
· We will meet all local county requirements for licensing and vaccination.
· Animals will have adequate and appropriate food, water, and shelter.

How will the children be kept safe around the animals?

· All waste areas will be inaccessible to children. WAC 110-300-0225-5e
· Children will always be supervised when near the animals.
· Children will not play or step in areas where animals leave their waste. WAC 110-300-0225-5a
· We will not have aggressive or dangerous animals on the premises. WAC 110-300-0225-5c 
· Only trained animals that tolerate handling will interact with the children.
· Include this bullet if you have chickens or ducks: Only adults will gather eggs. Eggs collected from ducks or eggs will not be used in foods served to the children.
· Include this bullet if you have horses or ponies: Children will not ride during child care hours. – or – Children will be kept safe while riding by: (describe how).
· Include the next two bullets if there are dangerous or aggressive farm animals on the property: We will have a written plan to keep animals that are dangerous or aggressive inaccessible to children and outside of licensed space. WAC 110-300-0225-3c  Attach plan with details.
· We will not let children put their fingers through the fence.
How will you educate children and staff about the animals? WAC 170-295-5170
· We will have curricula for teaching children and staff about safety and hygiene when handling or being around the animals.
· We will have curricula educating children and staff about the animal(s).
What preparations have been made in case of a disaster?

· Emergency supplies for the animals are kept (where).
· A copy of important records are kept with the emergency supplies

Our Veterinarian: 

         (Name and address)                           Phone 

Who to call in an emergency:
         (Name and address)

     Phone 

Nearest emergency animal hospital     (Name and address)

      Phone 
This plan is updated whenever there is a change in the above information.
This plan was last updated on (date) and reviewed by Department of Children, Youth, and Families on (date).
Parents…
If you would like more information about the animals we have at this child care, please contact: (name of person and phone number). For additional information about health risks from animals, please visit the CDC Healthy Pets, Healthy People website at:
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/pets/ 
Farm Animal Policy Parent Signature Page
We understand the potential risks. I have read, understood, and agree with this policy. 
	Child’s name (please print)
	Parents name and signature
	Date

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     

	     
	
	     


A copy of this document will be kept (where).
Some of the Potential Health Concerns Associated with Common Animals

	Health Concern
	Description
	Animals Potentially Implicated

	Allergies
	Individuals may have allergies to certain animals. Often the allergy is toward the dander of the animal. Animal dander is also a trigger for some individuals with asthma.
	Animals with fur or feathers

	Biting
	Many animals can bite. Aggressive animals should not be kept at child care facilities due to the risk for injury. Germs can be passed from the animal and can infect the bite area.
	Most animals

	Cat Scratch Fever
	Also called Bartonellosis, this bacteria causes fever, fatigue, and swollen lymph nodes. Cats can carry the bacteria and show no signs of illness.
	Cats

	Diarrheal Illnesses
	Several bacteria and parasites animals may carry can be passed to people and cause gastrointestinal illness. Some of these include Salmonella, Campylobacter, Cryptosporidium, E. coli O157:H7, Yersiniosis, and Giardia. Symptoms may include diarrhea, vomiting, nausea, stomach cramps, or fever. Many reptiles are carriers of Salmonella and show no symptoms. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control recommends against having pet reptiles in child cares or homes where children under age 5 reside.
	Reptiles, amphibians, cats, dogs, farm animals (pigs, cattle, sheep, goats, etc), birds, hedgehogs, ducks, chickens, chicks, wild animals

	Fleas and ticks
	May be carried by animals and transferred to humans. Ticks may carry Lyme Disease or Rocky Mountain Spotted fever that can be passed to humans. Fleas can cause itching, allergic reactions, and may spread some illnesses.
	Dogs, cats, rodents, hedgehogs, farm animals

	Hookworm
	Several types of parasites cause hookworm infections. In the intestines, hookworms can cause bleeding and abdominal pain.
	Dogs and cats, especially puppies and kittens

	Leptospirosis
	A bacterial disease that can cause flu-like symptoms in humans. Life-threatening illness can result from infections of vital organs such as the liver, brain, lung, or heart. It is spread through the urine of infected animals.
	Dogs, wild animals including rodents

	Mycobacterial infection
	Bacterial infections that can be passed to humans, especially individuals with compromised immune systems. 
	Fish, amphibians, birds, cattle

	Pasteurella bacteria
	Carried by most rabbits, this bacteria may cause an infection of a bite or a scratch
	Rabbits

	Psittacosis
	Also called Parrot Fever, this respiratory disease can be spread to humans. It causes symptoms similar to the flu, usually with a dry cough and a fever. It can lead to pneumonia and other complications in humans.
	Birds of the parrot family (parakeets, cockatiels, parrots, lovebirds, etc.), doves, pigeons, turkeys, ducks, occasionally canaries or finches

	Q Fever
	A bacterial disease spread through the feces, urine, and milk of infected animals which causes fever, headache, chills, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and chest and abdominal pain. 
	Cattle, sheep, goats

	Rabies
	A severe viral disease that affects the central nervous system. Rabies is fatal to humans once symptoms start. Many dogs, cats, and horses are given routine rabies vaccines to protect them from the disease.
	Dogs, raccoons, bats, skunks, occasionally other mammals

	Rare Diseases
	Some uncommon illness may be carried by animals and have the potential to be transmitted to humans. For example, some prairie dogs have been shown to carry plague or monkeypox. Do not keep wild animals as pets.
	Wild animals including prairie dogs

	Ringworm
	Caused by fungus and affecting the skin and scalp by producing a ring-shaped rash or dry, scaly area. Transmitted by contact with an infected animal’s skin or hair.
	Dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, mice, rats, horses, goats, cows, pigs

	Roundworm
	An intestinal parasite that can be transmitted from animals to humans through the pet’s feces. Puppies are more likely to have infections than older dogs, although many pets show no signs of infection. Roundworm eggs may be found in feces; feces should be kept off of playgrounds.
	Dogs, cats, farm animals, wild animals

	Tapeworms
	A parasite that lives in the intestinal tract of animals. Can be passed to humans.
	Dogs, cats

	Toxoplasmosis
	A parasite that is shed in the feces of cats. Toxoplasmosis is of particular concern to pregnant women and individuals with compromised immune systems. 
	Cats

	Tularemia
	A bacterium that is very infectious. It can enter the body through the mouth, skin, eyes, or lungs, with symptoms varying depending on how it enters.
	Rabbits, rodents, cats
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