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Warden's Words
No priest? No organist? No problem. Trinity keeps on 
praising God and doing His work, just as it has done for 
more than three centuries.

Sunday Morning Prayer services are conducted online, just 
as they have been off and on since the Covid-19 pandemic 
emerged last year.

Our feeding ministries make an extra effort to satisfy the 
local community’s needs, especially those resulting from the 
pandemic.

The buildings and grounds are being maintained in a way 
that will meet our needs today and in the future, once we 
return to a more normal situation.

We come together to participate in community events, 
notably the annual Barron Arts Center flea market and St. 
James Street Fair. 

And we are building relationships with like-minded people 
outside our congregation, especially at St. James, Edison.

None of this had to happen. We could have just folded up 
our tents, congratulated ourselves for such a long run and 
gone our separate ways. But we didn’t.

In the absence of a priest, our lay readers have taken on the 
added role of service leaders. They’re following in a tradition
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established by people like James Parker, the namesake of 
Parker Press Park. He led services in the mid-1800s when a 
priest wasn’t available.

The lay readers don’t just read the words that are shown on 
PowerPoint slides, either. They prepare and deliver homilies, 
which many had never done before. The addresses are an 
illustration of just how much we’re capable of doing with 
God’s help.

Give thanks for all of our lay readers: John Bergacs, Dave 
Forsythe, Arlene Guellnitz, Steve Kalista, Nancy Milochik 
and Michele Thomas. I’m honored to serve along with them.

We’re able to deliver a full lineup of hymns every Sunday 
through the efforts of organist Facundo Lopez and soprano 
Alessia Santoro. While we look forward to the day we can 
sign in church again, we also appreciate their willingness to 
work with us and to showcase their talents.

Carroll Thomas and his crew of church and community 
volunteers also deserve our thanks. Their contributions of 
time and talent are essential to the Food Pantry and Diaper 
Bank. We are grateful for them.

As for the community events, Arlene Guellnitz deserves a 
special mention. She was instrumental in our presence at the 
flea market and organized our street-fair booth. We couldn’t 
have done them without her.

Building and Grounds Chair Ginny Kershaw has made it her 
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mission to keep up our historic property. Most days she will 
send me a text message about issues that we need to address 
and resolve. Our administrator, Teresa Olsen, is just as 
committed to fulfilling her role.

Then there are all those like-minded people, starting with 
my sister, Dawn Taylor. She has been a regular at our online 
services and coffee hours while also attending St. James in 
Bradley Beach, my original home church. We helped St. 
James with a project to support an Episcopal school in 
Liberia, as you’ll read about later in this issue.
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David Wilson

As for St. James, Edison, Senior Warden Harriette Ward and vestry member 
Kerri Colletto have worshipped with us online and stayed for our fellowship 
hours. I have done the same at St. James and so has our other Warden, Steve 
Kalista. We also had a luncheon meeting with Harriette, Kerri and Kerri’s 
mother Pat, St. James’s junior warden, over the summer.

All this paved the way for our unanimous decision in late August to move 
forward with affiliation. I’m confident that this process will help us not only 
financially, but also spiritually. It will provide opportunities for collaboration 
that will help us both.

Sure, I look forward to having a priest and an organist again. But this summer 
has reminded me that we – all of us – are the church. Not the building, not the 
clergy, not the staff. Wherever we go, Trinity goes. Take it with you always.

JOINT TOWN HALL MEETING
Please join Bishop Stokes, Canon Phyllis Jones

and Canon Rob Droste for a joint meeting
with the congregation of St. James, Edison,

to discuss our proposed affiliation.

The town hall will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 6. The Zoom link for the meeting is available in 

our weekly newsletter, This Week at Trinity.
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Eat to Support:

Trinity Episcopal Church

Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza
Take-Out Fundraiser!

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
11 a.m.-8 p.m.

80 PARSONAGE RD 
EDISON, NJ

Donating Back: 20%

You can participate in this fundraiser by:
* Take out
* Pick up

Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza will accept your order in several ways:
* Phone Call
* Restaurant Website
* Storefront Walk-in

Please read the instructions below, so that Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza knows you are with the GroupRaise Meal 
for Trinity Episcopal Church, and your group will get 20% of your meal’s price donated back!

Phone Call
Call 732-744-1500 and mention that you are with Trinity Episcopal Church before placing your order.

Restaurant Website
Visit Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza's online order website. In the section for order notes or special instructions, 
mention your group’s name to receive 20% of your meal’s price donated back to Trinity Episcopal Church.

Storefront Walk-in
Visit the location at 80 PARSONAGE RD, EDISON 08837 and they will take your order from their storefront for 
take-out. Mention that you are with Trinity Episcopal Church before placing your order.

How It Works
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Diocesan Transition
Our Diocesan Bishop, Chip Stokes, intends to 
retire in June 2023. He announced his plan in 
a Sept. 2 letter that has been reproduced on 
the next page.

Bishop Stokes' decision will lead to the 
creation of a diocesan search and nominating 
committee for his successor. The committee 
will include a clergy and lay member from 
each convocation, or regional group.

Each convocation will meet to select its committee representatives on 
Sunday, Oct. 24. Churches will have as many as six delegates apiece, 
chosen in elections that were held on Sunday, Sept. 26.

Trinity is part of the Northern Convocation and will have a full slate of 
delegates at its meeting: John Bergacs, Jeanne Boyle, Arlene Guellnitz, 
Steve Kalista, Carroll Thomas and David Wilson. Congratulations on 
your election, and thanks for your willingness to serve.

All the latest news about the process and related documents are posted 
on the diocesan website. 

New Diocesan Website
The diocese has replaced its website with a new, more responsive, easier to use, 
and more pastoral site, built on the WordPress platform.

Launched Aug. 11, the site is the result of years of planning and more than six 
months of active development. It features a fully redesigned navigation, 
enhanced search functionality, a fully integrated Spanish-language version, and 
an online magazine section called "Know Your Story" with contributions from 
across the diocese.
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The affiliated parishes of St. James Episcopal Church, Bradley Beach, and St. 
Michael the Archangel Episcopal Church, Wall Township have embarked on a 
new ministry, “The Global Outreach Ministry to Liberia.” This new ministry is 
an expansion of the current mission and outreach at both parishes. In May 2021, 
the Rev. Dr. James T. Yarsiah, Priest-In-Charge of the affiliated parishes, 
launched this new ministry. The global outreach effort is the first of its kind in 
the Diocese of New Jersey and is expected to continue.

In 2006, Fr. James and his wife Ophelia led an initiative that engaged several 
churches, institutions, and friends in the Diocese of South Carolina and beyond, 
in donating materials and relief supplies that were shipped to Liberia by the 
“Global Outreach Ministry to Liberia” to assist women, children, the elderly, 
schools, orphanages, churches, etc. The current shipment brings to ten the total 
number of containers shipped from the USA to Liberia since the Global 
Outreach Ministry was founded. The Liberian church and people suffered 
terrible losses during the 14-year brutal Liberian civil war (1989-2003) that 
destroyed lives and property.

On August 7, 2021, we loaded a forty-foot shipping container with donated 
materials and relief supplies, bound for the Freeport of Monrovia, Liberia. 
According to the shippers, Missionary Expediters, the relief container is 
expected to arrive at the end of September or early October. The monetary value 
of the contents is estimated at more than $25,000 United States Dollars.

Contents of the container include several boxes of school and office supplies, 
PPEs (disinfecting wipes, face masks, hand sanitizers, and gloves), backpacks, 
children’s books, science textbooks, educational games, toys, balls (basket, 
soccer, and volley), flip-flops, hygienic materials, sleeping bags, wheelchairs, 

NJ Churches Reach Out to the Church and People of Liberia
Editor's Note: This story was written by the priest-in-charge at St. James, Bradley Beach, and St. Michael's, Wall 
Township, and published on the diocesan website. We were told about the outreach program by Dawn Taylor, sister 
of Trinity Warden David Wilson, and responded by making donations individually and as a congregation.
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walkers, metal chairs, college math books, Bibles, theological books,
used clergy vestments, choir and acolyte robes, church linens and ornaments, 
used Prayer Books, and a drum set. Others include relief materials, dry food 
items, clothes, shoes, socks, beddings, blankets, and assorted materials. This 
shipment as well as previous shipments has been a community effort.

Parishioners of our affiliated parishes of St. James and St. Michael’s made 
donations, as did parishioners at a variety of other Episcopal churches including 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Woodbridge, New Jersey; St. Philip’s Chapel, 
Voorhees College, Denmark, South Carolina; the St. Andrew’s Mission Church, 
West Ashley, Charleston, SC; and the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Summerville, SC. The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK/USA), 
located in Cowan, Tennessee, donated church materials and theological books. 
Several boxes of sleeping bags were donated by Mr. and Mrs. Loui Broockfor of 
Charleston, SC. Dr. Joel Cunningham, former Vice Chancellor of the University 
of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, donated college math books. Other donations 
came from personal friends in other parts of the United States.

Friends at Christ Church Cathedral (Episcopal) in Nashville, Tennessee 
collaborated with our affiliated parishes to help defray the cost for trucking and 
shipping. Individuals donated their time and trucks to pick up many of the 
items from different locations. Parishioners from our affiliated parishes helped 
to pack and load boxes of donated materials. Our affiliated parishes thank all 
donors and assure them that their donations will make a huge difference in the 
lives of people in the churches, schools, orphanages, and communities in Liberia.

Beneficiaries of the donations in Liberia include Episcopal churches, the 
Foundation for the Rights of Women and Girls, orphanages, Episcopal and non-
Episcopal schools, and the Liberian Group of 77 (a Government of Liberia 
institution for the handicapped).

In preparation for our next shipment in 2022/23, our affiliated parishes have 
received donated textbooks from the Wall Township School District and are 
open to other donations. Parishes and Mission churches in the Diocese of New 
Jersey are encouraged to donate used Prayer Books, 1982 and/or 1982 Hymnals, 
clergy vestments, clerical shirts, robes, church materials, and ornaments, etc, 
that they may not need, but can be used elsewhere. Those interested in helping 
may email Fr. James T. Yarsiah or call 732-681-1863 (St. Michael’s) or 
732-775-5414 (St. James). Donations can be shipped or dropped off at St.
Michael’s Episcopal Church, 2015 Allenwood Road, NJ 07719. A detailed list of
needed items is posted on our St. James and St. Michael’s web sites.
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Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury join together for the 
first time in urgent appeal for the future of the planet
(Editor's Note: The statement described in this press release was read to the Mission Committee 
before its September meeting. To read the statement, click here.

[Sept. 7, 2021] For the first time, the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern 
Orthodox Church and the Anglican Communion have jointly warned of the urgency of 
environmental sustainability, its impact on poverty, and the importance of global 
cooperation.

Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Justin Welby urge 
everyone to play their part in “choosing life” for the future of the planet.  

In a joint statement, the Christian leaders have called on people to pray, in this Christian 
season of creation, for world leaders ahead of the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP26) this November. The statement reads: “We call on everyone, whatever 
their belief or worldview, to endeavour to listen to the cry of the earth and of people who are 
poor, examining their behaviour and pledging meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth 
which God has given us.”

The joint declaration issues a clear warning—“Today, we are paying the price…Tomorrow 
could be worse”—and concludes that, “This is a critical moment. Our children’s future and 
the future of our common home depend on it.”

The three Christian leaders spoke against injustice and inequality, saying, “We stand before 
a harsh justice: biodiversity loss, environmental degradation and climate change are the 
inevitable consequences of our actions, since we have greedily consumed more of the earth’s 
resources than the planet can endure. But we also face a profound injustice: the people 
bearing the most catastrophic consequences of these abuses are the poorest on the planet and 
have been the least responsible for causing them.”

The statement calls on people to do the following:

* Pray for world leaders ahead of COP26.

* For individuals: To make meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the planet, working together
and taking responsibility for how we use our resources.

* For those with far-reaching responsibilities: To choose people-centered profits and lead the
transition to just and sustainable economies.
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Parking Lot Project

Congregants and visitors to Trinity will no longer have to dodge potholes and 
contend with rough pavement in the driveway and parking lot, as they had to do 
for many years.

The lot was resurfaced Sept. 27 by Parkway Paving LLC of Lodi, which was doing 
other work nearby. The company also repainted the lot, which now has two full-
sized handicapped spaces nearest the Parish House entrance.

While the paving company gave Trinity a discounted price for the project, the 
church would never have been able to afford the expense itself. Fortunately, a 
friend of Trinity stepped in and covered the cost.  We are grateful for this act of 
generosity on our behalf.

Photo: Ginny Kershaw

Trinity prays for the sick and the suffering at weekend services, during the 
Prayers of the People. In order to keep our prayer list up to date, names of those 
in need of our prayers will be included for four weeks at a time.

You may add names to the prayer list or renew names already on the list by 
calling our prayer request line at 732-634-7422, ext. 100, or by sending an email to 
Wardens Steve Kalista and David Wilson at wardens@trinitywoodbridge.org. You 
are encouraged to mention a name aloud during services and we hope that you 
will feel free to do so. 

Remembering the Sick
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The Way of St. Paul team has explored what it means to have a personal rule of 
life. We have tried out a variety of activities and come up with a list from which 
you can choose to develop your own rule of life:
* Worship with Morning and/or Evening Prayer
* Pray the Anglican rosary
* Listen to Christian music and praise God while driving/commuting
* Pray the Daughters of the King prayer while putting on the DOK cross
* Read the Forward Day by Day meditation and respond to its prayer requests
* Reflect upon the daily tweets from Trinity Church
* Subscribe to a daily Bible verse service and reflect on each verse received
* Read the newspaper and pray for those who passed away and their families
* Respond to prayer requests from Episcopalians on Facebook
* Participate in the Episcopal Public Policy Network and contact elected officials on 
issues of the Episcopal Church
* Pray daily via email with the brothers of the Society of St. John the Evangelist
* Pray when you learn news, both happy and sad, of others, especially friends and 
fellow parishioners, newsmakers
* Pray for family, friends, and the world
* Be mindful of Christ in all others

* Make all with whom you come in contact with feel heard and loved

God bless you, every one.

Trinity's faith-based book club, Beyond the Pages, meets monthly through Zoom 
on Sunday afternoons. The meetings are an opportunity to gather with fellow 
readers and to enhance your spiritual understanding through literature.

Beyond the Pages most recently discussed Bishop Michael Curry's Crazy 
Christians: A Call to Follow Jesus on Sept. 19. The next book is Ta-Nehisi Coates's 
Between the World and Me, set for Oct. 31. Information about the club's meetings 
and books is included in This Week at Trinity. Contact Jeanne Boyle for details.

Beyond the Pages
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Outreach Ministries
Trinity helps carry out God's work in the world and meet the 
needs of the local community through feeding and diaper 
programs and other outreach efforts. We have operated as a 
Jubilee Ministry Center, designated by the Episcopal Church 
for our support of the poor and oppressed, since 2015. 

Packing for Good

Our volunteers include the Monday Morning Packers, who fill boxes with food that are 
delivered to people in need.  Jeanne Boyle and Dorothea Borkowski are pictured on the left, 
and Arlene Guellnitz is shown with Dot on the right. (Not pictured but also a member of the 
packing team:  David Forsythe)

Recently a man who doesn't attend our church asked if he could donate some food.  He 
wanted to give in honor of his brother's birthday.  He told us that under normal 
circumstances, he would bring groceries to his brother as gift.  But because his brother lives 
in another country, it would be impossible to visit him this year.  Then he delivered a 
shopping cart amount of food to us.  What a blessing! 
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Food Pantry
These food items are in demand: Canned chicken, 
canned meats, stew (low sodium), canned and dry 
pasta, macaroni and cheese, rice, dry beans (black, 
red, pinto), vegetables, fruits, cereal, granola bars.
Household items also in demand: Paper products, 
soap, shampoo, toothpaste.

Volunteer Opportunity
Your Food Pantry ministry is in need of several 

volunteers to enable us to efficiently service 
and fulfill a most important role in our 

community. The number of people
in need of our support is ever increasing.

Volunteers will pack and distribute food baskets. They will be able to experience the 
gratifying satisfaction and pride that helping other brings.  

The pantry is traditionally open on the 1st Saturday of each month from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Thursdays from 10 a.m to 11 a.m.  Currently, the pantry is
operating every Thursday and Saturday.

If you can spare a few hours on those days, please consider joining us. For further 
information or to volunteer, please contact Carroll Thomas.

Donations Wanted

Diaper Bank
Our diaper program always needs children's disposable 
diapers, especially smaller sizes, and baby wipes. You may 
drop them off starting at 10 a.m. on Wednesday or 11 a.m. on 
Friday. You may also purchase items through AmazonSmile 
so they are delivered automatically.

THANK YOU for your continued support!
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Corner
Trinity is grateful to all who have kept up their support during the current 
period of transition. Your contributions are essential as we move forward in 
serving our congregants and local community and wokring toward our future.

If your circumstances have changed and you are unable to fulfill your pledge , 
please contact us as soon as possible. Our Stewardship chair, Nancy Milochik,  
can help you adjust your commitment.

Thanks to everyone who has taken advantage of our online-giving platform, 
Givebutter, to set up and fulfill your pledge. It's linked to our home page for 
convenience. Click on the red Donate button to reach the 2021 Pledge, Special 
Envelope Donations and Holiday Donations campaigns, which together cover 
all our traditional offering envelopes. Special donations can also be made on a 
one-time or recurring basis, and we're thankful that some people have done so.

Remember that Stewardship involves time and talent, as well as treasure. We 
are thankful to all those who helped with our booth at the St. James Street Fair 
on Sept. 18. We hope you will support our fundraiser at Anthony's Coal Fired 
Pizza in Edison, scheduled for Oct. 20. We can use your help in preparing for 
in-person worship as well.

For details on these and other opportunities to serve, see This Week at Trinity. 
Contact Wardens Steve Kalista and David Wilson for more information. 
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St. Anne's Unit

St. Anne's is once again having its annual Christmas sale of poinsettias, decorated 
wreaths, grave covers and grave blankets. All of the items will come from Floral 
Expressions, on Main Street in Woodbridge, and each one will be beautiful.

We are accepting orders through Sunday, Nov. 14. Please mail your order form 
with your payment to the church. The address is on the form, which is included 
on the next page.

Pickup will be Saturday, Dec. 4, from 10 a.m. to noon. If you prefer, we would be 
pleased to place your grave covers and blankets at family gravesites at Trinity, or 
select a recipient for you if you with to "adopt a grave."

St. Anne's would like to express our sincere appreciation for your past support of 
our Christmas fundraiser, and we look forward to your continued support. For 
additional information, please call Jeanne Boyle at 732-548-2431.

St. Anne’s Unit had a casual get together in August at a member’s home.  The 
meeting was held outside.  We were able to enjoy the sunshine and each other’s 
company.

We decided to try having future meetings on Sunday afternoons.  The next 
meeting will be held on Sunday, Nov. 7, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. We expect to have 
the meeting in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity.  If that's not possible, the location 
will be sent to members and announced in This Week At Trinity.

St Anne’s Unit is a unique organization.  It isn't a member of any national or 
international group.  It was formed in 1942 to help operate a day-care center at 
Trinity during World War II. 

St Anne’s is open to any women of Trinity. All St Anne’s fundraising projects 
support the activities of Trinity. See you in November.

Christmas Sale
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Pot Size Blooms Available Colors Price How Many Color Total Price
6 inch 5 Blooms Red Pink White $7ea. 3/15
8 inch 12-15 Blooms Red Pink White $16.00
10 inch 20 Blooms Red Pink White $20.00

Price
Grave Cover Decorated $22.00

Price
Grave Blanket Decorated $32.00

Price
Door Wreaths Decorated $22.00

Total Amount:  $__________

Check # ______

Name:

Address:

Phone: Cell:

Email:

Mail your completed form and payment to: St. Anne's Unit, 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 650 Rahway Avenue, 

Woodbridge, NJ 07095

Adopt-A-Grave✅ : Or, indicate the person to be 
remembered if you wish us to place the grave cover: 
________________________________________

Submit Orders No Later Than: Sunday, 
November 14, 2021

Pick Up Date For All Orders: Saturday, 
December 4, 2021, 10 am - 12 noon

Description

Description

Door Wreaths
How Many Total Price

Order Form - Christmas 2021

Total PriceHow ManyDescription
Grave Covers

Poinsettia

Poinsettia, Wreath, Grave Cover/Blanket, and Adopt-A-Grave Sale
Trinity Episcopal Church: St. Anne's Unit

Grave Blankets
How Many Total Price
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SolarLandscape      www.GoSolarLandscape.com      (732) 456-5656      signup@gosolarlandscape.com

Tell PSE&G you want to go green at a discount! Community Solar allows New Jersey PSE&G
customers the ability to enroll in the environmental benefits of clean solar energy without the hassle
or expense of panel installation on their home or property. Available to renters and owners alike our
solar projects are located across across the state and deliver power right into your local grid saving

your money each month and bettering the earth for generations to come.

Yes, you will stay with your current utility
provider, but your bill will be reduced.

Guaranteed
10-15% discount on

your electricity
cost

Receive a $50 Visa
gift card when you

sign up 

Solar Landscape will
make a donation to us
for every subscriber

Anyone can sign up
without the need for

solar panels

Good feelings from 
 doing what's right

for the earth

No. There are no enrollment charges, no
hidden fees, and no long-term commitment.
Cancel at any time without penalty.

ARE THERE ADDITIONAL SIGN-UP
FEES TO ENROLL?

DO I NEED TO OWN MY HOME OR
APARTMENT TO PARTICIPATE?
No. Renters and owners alike have access to
clean energy and savings with our solar
energy.

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
WHEN CAN I START?
Right away! Go to GoSolarLandscape.com or
call 732-456-5656. Our bilingual team is ready
to support your needs.

WILL I STILL BE A PSE&G
COSTUMER

FAQs

10-15% $50 Donation 100%No Panels

USE PROMO CODE:
S1698

Trinity Episcopal Church has partnered with
Solar Landscape to provide: 

COMMUNITY SOLAR
WELCOME TO
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The Trinity Herald

Trinity Episcopal Church
650 Rahway Avenue
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-3530

Address Correction Requested
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