



Miracles Are For Today 

     Have you ever needed a miracle? Do you know someone today who 
needs a miracle in their life? 

     There are people who say the day of miracles are over. Someone 
responded that there never was a day of miracles but there has always 
been a God who does miracles. I know a God who does miracles and He 
wants to do a miracle in your life. 

     For several years we have held a Thanksgiving Miracle and Healing 
Service where we provided thanksgiving food baskets for a number of 
needy families. We invite them to this very special service held at our 
church where we share God's Word and pray for those who are sick and 
afflicted. 

     One particular year, just prior to the miracle service, I felt the Lord 
speaking to my heart about preaching a message on "How To Receive A 
Miracle From God". That night I preached that message and the results 
were astonishing. 

     There was a nurse in our church who was giving home care to a woman 
who was suffering terribly from cancer in her female organs. She brought 
her to our thanksgiving service. I'll never forget when I finished preaching 
and began to give the altar call that this frail looking woman came forward 
with several others to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Her 
head was wrapped and she spoke with a very weak whisper like voice. 

     After praying with those to be born again, I turned my attention to this 
woman and ministered to her. I did not know she was connected to this 



nurse in our church initially. It was obvious she had cancer and so I laid my 
hands upon her according to Mark 16:18 and commanded the cancer to 
leave her body along with all its evil effects in Jesus' mighty name! She left 
and I did not hear a thing about it for almost a year and a half. 

     One day I bumped into that nurse who said, "Pastor Mike, did I ever tell 
you what happened to that woman we brought to the healing service?" I 
said, "No! What happened?" She began to describe this woman's condition. 
She had been diagnosed with terminal cancer of the female organs. She 
had a complete hysterectomy and was given various radiation and 
chemotherapy treatments but nothing worked. 

     The cancer continued to spread and ate away at her flesh leaving a 
gaping whole from her pubic hairline to her belly button and from hip bone 
to hip bone. The nurse described further that there was this putrid 
discharge that continuously oozed out from that large opening and that 
bandages alone could not absorb it. 

     Eventually she contacted a medical supply company that made bags 
that can be secured to the patient's body to catch this type of discharge. 
The nurse would then have to change the bag at regular intervals. I was 
told by this nurse that she had been a practicing registered nurse for 25 
years and in all those years she had never seen anything like this before. 

     Twenty days after receiving prayer through the laying on of hands in 
Jesus name, that gaping hole from her belly button to her pubic hairline and 
from hip bone to hip bone had grown over with new flesh and every bit of 
cancer had gone out of her body! I was told that this woman lived quite a 
distance from our church but that the miracle she received had such an 
impact on her non-believing husband that he started going to church! When 
there appeared to be no hope from the doctors there was a hope that came 
from God and His Word for this dear woman. There is hope for you as well!

WHAT IS A MIRACLE?

     What is a Miracle? I have heard it defined as 'the divine intervention of 
God'. While I agree with that definition, I'd like to expand on it's truest 



meaning. 'A miracle is a supernatural demonstration of power from 
God that makes the impossibilities of man possible!'

     Several years ago I was praying about having a weeklong camp 
meeting in Long Island and was wanting to bring in a very well known 
healing minister from Cleveland, Tennessee. His name is Dr. Norvel Hayes. 
I wrote and called his office and eventually heard back from his secretary. 
She told me that since Dr. Hayes was unfamiliar with me, he wanted to 
know if I would be willing to fly to Lakeland, Florida to meet with him. He 
was going to be holding a weeklong meeting at a church there.

     So my wife and me flew there and stayed at the same hotel where he 
was staying. We would be attending the day and evening services and also 
was invited to have lunch with him and the host pastors. While back at the 
hotel Brother Norvel invited me to the pool where he did his daily exercises 
swimming. He told me to wear my bathing suit and meet him there. We 
ended up in the hot tub where we began to talk and get acquainted. 

     During our initial conversation I asked him what he was going to be 
speaking on during the week and he told me he would be teaching on 
"Miracles!" Then he asked me, "Pastor Michael, what do you know 
about miracles?" Now keep in mind that Brother Norvel had recently 
come out of a Major National Holy Spirit outpouring that ran several months 
from a church in Dallas, Texas. It had been broadcasted every night via 
satellite around the world!

     Thousands of people with deaf ears were healed through these LIVE 
satellite broadcasts as well as Healing's of every imaginable kind. So here I 
am being asked about my understanding of miracles! My reply was simply, 
"Brother Norvel, instead of me telling you what I know about miracles, I 
would much rather hear you tell me what you know about them!"

     He began to tell me that there are many different kinds of miracles. 
"Some think that there are only Healing miracles but there are miracles of 
Salvation like Saul on the road to Damascus in Acts chapter 9. There are 
financial miracles like the paying of Jesus and Peter's taxes by finding a 
coin in a fish's mouth." He shared with me about miracles of Protection, 
Deliverance and even Creative miracles! 



     Why am I telling you this? Because I want you to broaden your 
perspective on what God can do for you in your life and what God can do 
for others through your life! 

Matthew 15:29-31 reveals something quite extraordinary about the ministry 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
29 Jesus now returned to the Sea of Galilee and climbed a hill and sat 
there. 
30 And a vast crowd brought him their lame, blind, maimed, and those who 
couldn’t speak, and many others, and laid them before Jesus, and he 
healed them all. 
31 What a spectacle it was! Those who hadn’t been able to say a word 
before were talking excitedly, and those with missing arms and legs had 
new ones; the crippled were walking and jumping around, and those who 
had been blind were gazing about them! The crowds just marveled and 
praised the God of Israel. (TLB)
     
     This is a picture of what the church of today should look like. Instead of 
the church being a spectacle that is ridiculed, we should be captivating the 
world's attention through powerful demonstrations of our loving heavenly 
Father and His Miracle Working Power!

     Dr. Lester Sumrall, in his book, "Pioneers of Faith", tells the story of 
Stephen Jeffrey's from Wales who lived during the early part of the 20th 
century. He came from a mining family who were also very devout and 
religious. Through a divine vision his heart began to cry out to God for 
hurting humanity over a three day period. During that time God's anointing 
came upon him and supernatural signs and miracles began to occur when 
he prayed for people. Here is an excerpt from the book where Howard 
Carter reveals an experience he witnessed personally with thousands of 
others in the ministry of Stephen Jeffrey's. Dr. Sumrall writes;

“Howard Carter told me of being in the auditorium one night when a 
young man came along with one leg that just dangled, because it had 
never grown."

Stephen Jeffreys put him on the platform and said, “Leg! I tell you, 
grow, in Jesus’ name!”



Thousands of people watched as that young man’s leg grew out 
eighteen inches. Carter was a very conservative man in a country of 
conservative people. However, he said the people went berserk!

He said, “Brother Sumrall, they did everything except stand on their 
hands. They jumped. They ran. They screamed!”

(Excerpt From: Sumrall, Lester. “Pioneers of Faith.” iBooks. This material may be protected by copyright. 
Check out this book on the iBooks Store: https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/
viewBook?id=866959036) Excerpt From: Sumrall, Lester. “Pioneers of Faith.” iBooks. This material may 
be protected by copyright

     God is no respecter of persons and what He does for one He is willing 
to do for another. Where are the people who will rise up and believe God 
for the impossibilities of man to be made possible for suffering and hurting 
humanity? The answer lays with the born again and Holy Spirit-filled church 
of today. While there still remains certain specially gifted individuals whom 
God uses of the likes of a Stephen Jeffrey's, the believer in Christ is called 
to bring the gospel with supernatural demonstrations to the people within 
their world of influence. Why do I say that?

      Jesus said in John 14:12, "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I go to My Father" NKJV. Christians are 
called to a believers ministry as revealed in Mark 16:15-18. Something 
significant happened when Jesus went to the Father...He sent down the 
same Holy Spirit that anointed Him to do miracles to the believer in Christ. 
He did this so that we could do what He did and even greater works! 

     It is important to note that Jesus never did one miracle as the Son 
of God! He certainly was the Son of God but every miracle Jesus did He 
did as the Son of Man anointed by the Spirit of God. That is why He never 
did any miracles from His birth until He was baptized by John and the Holy 
Spirit came upon Him at the age of 30. The reason for this was to set a 
precedent that if believers could also have the same Holy Spirit come on 
them they could do what Jesus did!

     We are commissioned to bring the good news of Jesus to the world 
accompanied with signs, wonders and miracles of deliverance and healing! 
Hebrews 13:8 reveals that "Jesus Christ the same, Yesterday, Today and 

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewBook?id=866959036
https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewBook?id=866959036


Forever" KJV. Even in the Old Testament book of Malachi 3:6 we are told, 
"For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed." KJV

     Man changes but God remains the same as does His unchanging Word 
the bible. What is interesting about the new testament book of Acts is that 
there is no 'Amen' at the end of the last chapter. I agree with the 
consensus of many bible scholars that the lack of an 'Amen' is an 
indication that this glorious book is still being written from then until today!

     I have had the privilege of traveling to several foreign nations over the 
past 30 years. I have discovered that the God of the bible is the same God 
as revealed through the Lord Jesus Christ all over the world! He is alive 
and well and wants us to learn to trust him. Miracles do not 'just happen'. 
They happen for those who are in position to receive them.

     As a young boy I loved baseball and my position was the 'Catcher'. I 
was the guy to whom the pitcher threw balls and strikes. Not every pitcher 
threw the ball exactly at the target I gave him. So I had to be ready to 
change my position behind home plate in order to catch a wild pitch. Many 
times the ball was thrown in the dirt and I would have to put my body in 
front of the ball to keep it from getting passed me. If it did our opponents 
could score against us!

     Receiving from God is similar to catching an object. You must be in 
position to lay hold of what you are needing or desiring. In James 1:5 we 
are told that if we lack wisdom that we are to '...ask of the 'Giving' God 
[Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly, without reproaching or 
faultfinding, and it will be given him. AMP

     It really is not a question of God's willingness to give, the question is are 
we in position to RECEIVE? The New Testament term 'RECEIVE' comes 
from the Greek word Lambano which means to take or take hold of, to 
seize, and to lay hold of something tightly. The term ‘hope’ paints a 
word picture in the Hebrew language of a ‘rope’. Hope is just like a rope 
that we can grasp tightly!



     Imagine yourself dangling from the side of a cliff and about to fall 
several hundred feet to your demise. Suddenly someone throws you a 
rope. I’m sure you would grab it and hold on for dear life. No matter how 
tired you were, in that moment, you understood that holding tightly or not 
could mean the difference of life or ‘making a smash hit on …!’ Well, you 
get the idea!

     My wife, Pastor Cynthia, once used the creative illustration of ‘bull dog’ 
faith. Just like when a pit bull dog grabs hold of something, she said, “…it 
won’t let go!” She reminded us of documentaries on pit bull dogs and how 
they showed them running up the side of a tree to grab on to a rope and 
then just keep swinging back and forth. Their ability to hold on rests in the 
way their jaw locks on to the rope. Many times their mouths have to be 
pried open because they are locked on so tightly!

     The similarity for you and me receiving from God is that we must lock on 
to God’s promises found in the bible and not let go! Many are trying to build 
a second story on a vacant lot! We must establish a foundation for our faith. 
F. F. Bosworth, in his classic book, “Christ the Healer” said, ‘Faith begins 
where the will of God is known.’ You cannot suppose what God’s will is 
when it comes to receiving a miracle, you must have your faith firmly built 
on the sure foundation of God's Word, the bible.

(From Michael J Burns new book yet to be published. If you would like to help MJB 
Ministries publish this book in it‘s entirety then please visit https://
www.mjbministries.org/#giving/). 


