
“The Holy Spirit -- Who Is He?” Part 1
By Rev. Michael J. Burns

   Today, I want to begin teaching on the 
Person, Power & Work of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of a believer. But I want to first take a 
look at the Person of the Holy Spirit! Who is 
he?

A) First, the Holy Spirit is a Person.

John 14:16-17, 26
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you forever; 
17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. KJV

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. KJV

John 15:26
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall 
testify of me: KJV

John 16:7-8, 13-15
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7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you. 
8    And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment:

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you. 
15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall 
take of mine, and shall show it unto you. KJV

**Notice in these verses the Lord Jesus gives 
p e r s o n h o o d t o t h e H o l y S p i r i t a n d 
acknowledges Him as more than an IT! Jesus 
calls the Holy Spirit; He & Him! Why? Because 
the Holy Spirit is a person. Just like you and 
me.

B) He is the 3rd Person of the Holy Trinity/Tri-unity. 

2 Corinthians 13:14
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all. Amen. KJV

   Many believer’s have a difficult time embracing the 
Trinity or as I like to refer to them as the Tri-Unity! 
They ask, ‘How can three be as one?’ Think about the 
substance of water. It can take on three different forms; 
liquid, steam and ice. Yet no one would argue that water is the foundation 
substance. 
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   A father or mother fulfills many differing roles. For instance before a man 
becomes a father he is first a son to his parents, a brother to his siblings 
and a husband to this wife. One person yet fulfilling three different roles! 
The same would be true of a mother. She is daughter, sister, wife and 
eventually a mother. If you think of the Trinity in these terms it becomes 
much easier to comprehend. 

   The Old Testament scripture in Deuteronomy 6:4 states, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God is one Lord:’. This popular verse has an interesting tidbit 
in it. The Hebrew Word, Lord, is Elohim and has the meaning of Plurality 
meaning more than one or many. So even in the Old Testament we seen 
by God’s label as Lord holds the meaning of the Trinity or Tri-Unity. 

   In Genesis 1:26, God says, Let US make man…! Who is the US 
referring to? Certainly it could NOT be the angels God is referring to for 
they do not possess creative power. They are God’s servants and are sent 
to minister to us as the heirs of salvation!

C) He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father & the Son. 

Matthew 28:19;
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: KJV

   This simply means that He has existed from eternity past to eternity 
future. Just like the Father God and Jesus the Son, the Holy Spirit has 
always existed. To clarify, Jesus existed in the Old Testament as Jehovah. 
He was the manifested member of the Godhead or Trinity/Tri-Unity. 
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   This is really interesting how they work together. God the Father plans it, 
God the Son/Jehovah carries out the plan and God the Holy Spirit reveals 
the plan. For instance when it came to creation the Father planned it, the 
Son carried out the plan(John 1:1-3), we found out about it when it was 
revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.

   The same is true for redemption. The Father God made the plan, 
Jesus came to earth, went to the cross and rose from the dead where He 
carried out the plan of redemption and we got in on it when the Holy Spirit 
revealed it to us! You see, everything God does, He does according to a 
pattern based on a principle of His Kingdom.

D) He is the one who takes our faith and by it baptizes us into 
the body of Christ! 

1 Corinthians 12:13
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into  one 
Spirit. NKJV

   Many of us are familiar with the idea of water baptism, whether by 
sprinkling or immersion. The Greek word used here is ‘baptidzo’  which 
means to be immersed or literally dunked under the water. In this reference 

Paul is telling us that when we receive Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior the Holy Spirit 
literally immerses us or places us into the body of 
Christ as members, bone of His bone and flesh of 
His flesh so to speak. This is the experience 
every single person who calls themselves a 
Christian has had!

E) The Holy Spirit is the one who clothes us with 
supernatural power to BE witnesses. 

Acts 1:8

Page  of 4 10



8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. KJV

   Jesus referred to the person of the 
Holy Spirit in Luke 24:49 where He said, 
‘And, behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.’ KJV The term 
endued is transliterated from the Greek 
word, enduoo. It’s meaning is to be 
clothed upon and in this verse it is talking about being clothed upon with 
supernatural power!

   Interestingly the Holy Spirit baptized us into the body of Christ and we are 
told that Jesus is the one who baptizes us in the Holy Ghost and Fire! 
Matthew 3:11, (John the baptist said) I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, 
and with fire:. 

   This experience here is subsequent to the new birth or born again 
experience. It is a different work that ALL believers should go on to receive 
after they have become a child of God. Jesus spoke about the 2 fold work 
of the Holy Spirit in John 14:17 & Acts 1:8. They are the Holy Spirit’s work 
within and upon the believer. The Holy Spirit within produces the new birth 
with the nature and character of God along with the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit upon is for the purpose of empowering us to do the works 
of Jesus as mentioned in John 14:12.

F) He is the one who was sent by Jesus to lead us and guide 
us into all truth. 

John 16:13
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
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shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will show you things to come. KJV

   How wonderful to know that we have a guide living inside of us, in 
our newly recreated human spirits. We do not have to navigate this life 
based only upon our 5 senses. The person of the Holy Spirit has been 
sent to the believer to help us in just about every area of our lives. 

G) He is the teacher of the church! 

John 14:26 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you. KJV

1 John 2:20, 27 
20 But you have been anointed by [you hold a 
sacred appointment from, you have been given an unction from] the 
Holy One, and you all know [the Truth] or you know all things. 
AMP

27 But as for you, the anointing (the sacred appointment, the unction) 
which you received from Him abides [ permanently] in you; [so] then 
you have no need that anyone should instruct you. But just as His 
anointing teaches you concerning everything and is true and is no 
falsehood, so you must abide in (live in, never depart from) Him [being 
 rooted in Him, knit to Him], just as [His anointing] has taught you [to 
do]. AMP

1 Corinthians 2:10-13
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
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11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to 
us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual. KJV

   I have been a minister over 40 years. In that time I have preached 
crusades, taught in churches, taught in a bible school and pastored 
the local church I founded for 35 years. I can say with complete 
honesty that, in all those years, I have been smart enough to 
acknowledge that I am NOT the teacher. The Holy Spirit is the teacher 
and I have always prayed that He would think through my mind and 
speak through my lips every time I have stood in the pulpit or other 
venue. 

   There is an anointing to minister from God. Whether it’s singing, 
playing an instrument, acting, teaching or preaching we need to 
realize that we can try to do things in our own human ability or we can 
depend on the person of the Holy Spirit who is our helper!

H) He is the one who manifests Himself through nine gifts or 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit as He wills.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to every man to profit withal. 
8    For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; 
9   To another faith(Or, Special Faith) by 
the same Spirit; to another the gifts of 

healing(s) by the same Spirit; 
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10   To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the 
interpretation of tongues: 
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every 
man severally as he will. KJV

   These gifts or manifestations as mentioned here are for the church of 
today and every future generation until the Lord’s return. Unfortunately not 
every church has welcomed these gifts or manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
accepting the teachings of those who say these things have passed away! 
No where in the New Testament can you find a proof text that says so. 

   Some have said that we do not need these gifts since we now have the 
Bible as a perfect revelation of God. They quote 1 Corinthians 13:10, But 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 
away. KJV. They say that since the Bible has been written and canonized 
that we have a perfect revelation of God and no longer need supernatural 
signs, wonders and miracles anymore!

   I could not disagree more. If you are a serious bible student then you can 
study church history since Christ’s resurrection and for the past two 
thousand plus years there has been a record of these gifts being 
manifested in the church and in believer’s lives. I do not deny that there 
have been con artists today that are trying to use FAKE manifestations of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit in order to get people’s money or bring fame to 
themselves. Yet those people will not last and can never detract from the 
genuine flow of the Holy Spirit!

I) He is the one who anointed Jesus and also anoints us.

Luke 4:18-19
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. KJV
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Acts 10:38
38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of 
the devil; for God was with him. KJV

2 Corinthians 1:21
21 Now he which establisheth us with you in 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; KJV

   No sincere Christian would question the fact 
that Jesus was anointed by God. Scripture is 
clear about that and that Jesus had many 
healings and miracles that occurred in His earthly ministry. The question 
arises though, when you begin to tell people that God has also anointed 
them! Some might say, ‘Well that is only for the 5 fold ministry but not for 
me!’

   As a Christian we should accept what God has said about us in His Word 
the Bible. God clearly says about us that we as believer’s are anointed and 
that we have an unction to function supernaturally in this life. So what does 
the term ‘ANOINT’ actually mean? To Anoint means to rub or smear with oil 
in it’s basic meaning. That would not be our point here. The anointing is 
God placing His supernatural grace and power in and upon our lives 
once we have received Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior!

   The anointing is God’s enabling and empowering of our lives to not 
only live the Christian life but to do the very works that Jesus did in 
His earthly ministry! If you are a Christ follower then YOU ARE 
ANOINTED!

J) He is the one who watches over the Word of God to 
perform it. 

Genesis 1:2-3
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
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3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. KJV

Jeremiah 1:12
12 Then said the Lord to me, You have 
seen well, for I am alert and active, 
watching over My word to perform 
it. AMP

   Here are some other examples 
where the Holy Spirit is watching over 
what God said and causing it to come 
to pass.

Matthew 1:18
18       Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

Matthew 1:20
20       But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

Luke 1:35
35       And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee : therefore also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God. (KJV)

**This is the end of Part One and you do not want to miss Part Two of 
‘The Holy Spirit - Who Is He?’
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