



What the Bible Says About  

God & Government! 
By Rev. Michael J. Burns


   Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice; But when a wicked 
man rules, the people groan. NKJV


   The Bible has much to say about government 
and the involvement of God’s people in the 

process of establishing those who rule over them. It has been said in 
history that,  the only thing necessary for evil to triumph is for 
good men to do nothing! It seems to me that many Christ followers 
are in their prayer closets praying for this nation and it’s leaders as we 
are admonished to do in 1 Timothy 2:1-5. Yet results are slow…if 
coming at all. Some of it may be due to ineffective prayers or prayers 
without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit’s help.


   It is my opinion that there have been many Christians who have 
been hiding in their so-called, Prayer Closets. The reason is that they 
are unwilling to obey the Great Commission in Mark 16. Scripture 
could not be any clearer than when we were told that Faith without 
works OR corresponding actions is dead. We must put feet to our 
prayers and be people who will take action. Thankfully there has been 
a rise in the past number of years as people are beginning to take 
action.
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   When my wife and I pastored in Long Island for 35 years we had a 
heart for those who were lost and undone. Especially those who were 
lost in decaffeinated brands of traditional religion. There were 
more than 2-3 million people that lived in Long Island and Queens 
and they needed to be reached. I felt the Lord have me take some 
positive actions in reaching out to these precious people. 


   Jones Beach is one of the largest beaches in the Northeastern part 
of the U.S. with the summer crowds swelling to upwards of 300,000 
people on a beautiful summers day. There is a bandshell right on the 
boardwalk that could accommodate upwards of 800-1000 people. Of 
course people could hear the music and preaching for quite a 
distance if we could gain access. 


   Sadly when we began to investigate the possibility of holding these 
Christian outreaches we were denied access by New York State’s 
Parks Department. We certainly could have given up at that point but 
instead we hired a powerful NYC Law Firm to sue New York State 
and challenge their denial of our Freedom of Speech and Freedom 
of Religion. The challenge was done in a Federal Courthouse in 
Brooklyn before a Judge that had been appointed by President 
Reagan.


   On the day the trial was to begin, the attorney’s for New York State 
told us that they were giving in to our demands and as a result, we 
set a precedent for every State Park in New York. The gospel 
could be proclaimed from the Adirondack Mountains to 
Manhattan to the Five Burroughs and in Long Island. Another 
member of our church sued for the right to pass out gospel tracts and 
literature and won as well. Strange as it my sound, the New York 
Attorney’s told us that they knew the laws on the books that had 
been written more than 16 years prior were 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL! 


   They were SURPRISED that it took these many years to have it 
challenged and ultimately have it struck down! On Long Island 
there is what is called the Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum. It 
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can seat over 16,000 people and has hosted both Rock Concerts and 
even Religious events. We had a desire to do tract attacks during 
secular shows and hand out gospel literature to people as they were 
coming in for the event. Again the Nassau government denied us the 
right to exercise our constitutional rights, but thankfully the body of 
Christ won that case too! 


   Can you see that the passivity of many churches has limited the 
influence we are to have in our society. Government did NOT create 
God, but God is the one who created and instituted government! 
Are you familiar with the 7 Mountains Theology? Here is a brief listing 
and description of what they are;


 In advancing the kingdom of God we are to influence the earth   
 for Christ. The Church must be a positive agent of change and   
 transformation in the community. We are a Governmental Church 
 – The saints must rise and taking their place in the society as   
 God’s agent. 

 There is what is known today as the Seven (7) Mountains of   
 Influence, and the nations of the earth is changed and    
 transformed through these Seven (7) Mountains. 

  1. Family 
  2. Religion – (Spirituality) 
  3. Business – (Economy, Finance) 
  4. Politics – (Government) 
  5. Education 
  6. Media – (Communication) 
  7. Arts – (Entertainment, Celebration, Sports) 

 These Seven (7) Mountains of Influence are considered to   
 be cultures that mold the way we think and influences our   
 lives on a daily basis, and if we are to make any significant    
 impact and change in the community as a Church, then we must 
 engage these Seven (7) Mountains of societal spheres, and 
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 influence them for Christ and His kingdom, by so doing we can   
 bring change and transformation to a nation. 

   The truth is that the church at large has had very little influence in 
our culture that it once possessed. Traditions of men have set in and 
limited this influence and change has gone in the opposite direction 
becoming more and more secularly humanistic in its convictions. 
Our world has become a place where fewer people are living by 
conviction and more and more people are living their lives by 
preference! 

   Convictions are defined as a strong persuasion or belief. A 
Preference is based on what a person thinks, feels, believes or 
desires. Preferences are negotiable and can change on a whim 
while Convictions are completely the opposite! As stated above, we 
are living in a time of the ‘WOKE’ culture where people have 
“awakened” to the lies of the devil. The non-binary philosophy 
cannot define the meaning of a woman. they will not accept their 
natural born gender and refuse to be addressed as a Man or Woman, 
Mr., Mrs., Sir, or Ma’am. Instead they want to be addressed as They, 
Them OR It! 

   What has happened to bring about such foolishness? The 
church has allowed their influence to be directed heaven-ward instead 
of directing it’s impact towards the culture all around us! Jesus said 
Mark 16:15, GO INTO ALL THE WORLD and preach the gospel to 
everyone, which is good news! God’s commission that we PENETRATE 
the world with our faith! We have wanted to be liked too much so that 
we have toned down our message from the Bible in the 7 Mountains 
of Influence! 

   The church has had some impact on 3 of the 7 mountains; Family, 
Religion and Education. Still the impact has been thwarted by the 
impact of the secular society from the other 4 mountains that the 
church has ignored; Business, Politics, Media and Arts. Business 
obviously deals with the economy and finance. Politics with 
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government, Media with communication and the Arts with 
entertainment, celebration and sports.  

   When America was being established across the land and towns 
were being built, one of the first buildings constructed was the 
Church house. It was not only used by believer’s but was also where 
the school, the town hall and courts of justice were housed. It 
was where the activities of the town revolved around. Saloons and 
houses of ill repute were the reason that sheriff’s and jail houses had 
to be established and built as people began to use the freedom 
offered to them in the good old U.S.A. as an occasion for their flesh to 
be put on display. 

   This, of course, led to churches preaching strong messages of 
holiness along with fire and brimstone to try to keep people in line. 
While it may have had some little effect on our growing country the 
message was filled with the flaws of man’s ideas instead of God’s love 
and the mighty power of the Holy Spirit. Holiness is right and right 
living as free people from the practice of sin is also right. The error is 
that Christianity of that time and even today is that it has 
been attempting to get people to change from the Outside In 
and not from the Inside Out!  

   Pat Robertson, the founder of the Christian Broadcasting Network, 
the 700 Club and Regent University along with Orel Roberts and 
Rev. Jerry Falwell, though heavily criticized, began to climb up the 
Mountains of Family, Religion, Education, Politics, Media, the 
Arts, and Entertainment. While they have passed on to their 
heavenly rewards, their work and influence continues to make its 
mark! 

   It is my sincere belief that the church should arise without shame 
and boldly assume it’s role on the 7 mountains of influence in 
this world and let our light so shine before men that they may see 
our good works and glorify our Father God in Heaven, Matthew 
5:16! It may be by running for your local school board, writing letters 
to governmental officials who represent you and your district that 
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expresses your godly stance. It may be excelling in sports, the media 
or other forms of entertainment that will touch people with the gospel 
that you have been changed by.  

   Let the church be the church unashamed and move forward 
in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit who has been sent to 
empower us to be witnesses whereby we lay our lives down 
for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ!

(I would appreciate your thoughts and comments on this or any of the articles we share in each of 
our monthly E-Newsletters. You can send them to me at mjbcjf@gmail.com. For further 

information please visit www.mjbministries.org. To host Rev. Michael J. Burns at your church, 
conference, camp meeting, or business please visit www.mjbministries.org/invite. Thank you!)
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