



What Is Redemption? 
Rev. Michael J. Burns 

   Have you heard the term, ‘Christian-ese?’ Basically it’s expressions 
believer’s have come up with and much of the time it is based on 
bible verses. The word, Redeem, Redeemed, or Redemption is 
used many times throughout the Old and New Testaments. Many are 
unfamiliar with it’s meaning and I want to address, in this article, what 
redemption actually means from a biblical perspective.


	 Ephesians 1:7 reads, In whom we have Redemption through 	 	
	 his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 	 	
	 his grace;…KJV


	 Colossians 1:14 says, In whom we have redemption through 	 	
	 his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. KJV


   You cannot get away from the context of these two verses that 
clearly show us that redemption has to do with the forgiveness of 
our sins through the blood of Jesus Christ! This is the main reason 
Christ was sent from heaven to earth…to Redeem mankind from the 
very thing that separated man from God…our sins!


   Strong’s Concordance reveals that the term, Redeem comes from 
the Greek word exagorazo, and means to buy up or buy. back, to 
ransom and to rescue from loss. It means to improve opportunity. 
Thayer’s Greek Dictionary defines it as, payment of a price to 
recover from the power of another. This is precisely what the Lord 
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Jesus Christ’s mission was and thank God He completed the 
assignment.


   Redemption speaks metaphorically of Christ freeing the elect 
from the dominion of the Mosaic law at the price of Christ’s 
vicarious death. Exagorazo is the same Greek word used in 
Galatians 3:13 where we are told that Christ HAS REDEEMED us 
from the curse of the law having been made a curse for us…! I want 
you to take notice of the past tense of this verse. The redemption 
here speaks loudly of Christ’s finished work. It is something that HAS 
already been made available to every human being on the face of 
planet earth over 2000 years ago.


   The issue here is that although this great provision is currently 
available, not every one has received Christ and this provision. You 
see, it must be received by each individual. You do not get it by 
association with grandparents or parents who have received this gift 
of eternal life through Christ’s redeeming work. Each individual MUST 
believe and receive this FREE Gift for themselves! (John 1:12; 3:16; 
Romans 3:23; 6:23 and 10:9-10). 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FORGIVEN BY GOD?


   When a person experiences redemption through Christ they are 
receiving the forgiveness of their sins. Let’s examine what forgiveness 
from God means. The term FORGIVENESS means to Pardon, 
Deliverance, Liberty, Release from bondage or imprisonment, to 
Send Our Sins Away OR Letting Them Go in such a way that it is as if 
they had never been committed! It also means the REMISSION OF 
THE PENALTY!


   I could literally write multiple books on each of these meanings of 
Forgiveness. I want to focus on the idea of RELEASE. There are 
some who think that forgiveness has to do specifically with our sins 
alone and they say that is as far as it goes. Basically they say that we 
have been forgiven so we can get to heaven one day. I want to submit 
to you that it is much more than that. 
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   Friends, we have not only been released from our sins but we 
have also been released from the effects of sin which includes 
things like sickness, disease, infirmities, lack and poverty and 
every other evil thing that came about as the result of sin! I want 
to challenge you to broaden your view of what it means to be 
redeemed and forgiven. Once you see this I truly believe your life in 
Christ will NEVER be the same. 


	 Psalm 103:10-12 testifies to us that, 

	 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor 

punished us according to our iniquities.  
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is 
His mercy toward those who fear Him;  
12 AS FAR AS THE EAST IS FROM THE WEST, SO FAR 
HAS HE REMOVED OUR TRANSGRESSIONS FROM US. 
NKJV


   Scripture teaches us that God has removed our sins as far as the 
east is from the west. Thankfully God did not say He removed our 
sins as far as the North is from the South. WHY? If you go North you 
will eventually run in to South BUT if you go East you will NEVER run 
into West and vice-a-versa. In other words, God has so freed us from 
our sins that we will NEVER have to meet up with them again…
HALLELUJAH!


	 Hebrews 8:12 says, For I (God) will be merciful to their 	 	 	
	 unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 

remember no more. KJV


	 Hebrews 10:16-18 from the Passion Translation reads, 

	 10 “Afterwards, I will give them this covenant: I will embed my 	 	
	 laws into their hearts and fasten my Word to their thoughts.”  
	 17 And then he says, “I WILL NOT EVER AGAIN REMEMBER 

THEIR SINS AND LAWLESS DEEDS!”  

Page  of 3 7



	 18 SO IF OUR SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN AND 	 	 	 	
	 FORGOTTEN, WHY WOULD WE EVER NEED TO OFFER 	 	 	
	 ANOTHER SACRIFICE FOR SIN? TPT


   In my book, Discover The Life You Were Born to Live - Dare to 
Make A Difference I share a true story from US history. I call it… 


THE STRANGE CASE OF GEORGE WILSON


There is a very powerful story that dates back to 1829. It illustrates 
my point dramatically. A man named George Wilson from 
Pennsylvania was convicted, along with an accomplice, of both 
robbing the mail trains and murder. Both George Wilson and his 
accomplice were sentenced to death by hanging.


The accomplice quickly took a trip to the gallows, but Wilson had 
influential friends in Washington. These friends beseeched President 
Andrew Jackson for leniency and Old Hickory relented. In 1830, he 
pardoned Wilson for his capital crimes; the mail robber would only 
have to serve a twenty-year term for other misdeeds.


Strangely enough, Mr. Wilson refused the gift of freedom offered to 
him by the president! He insisted that it wasn’t a pardon unless he 
accepted it. The case found its way to the US Supreme Court where 
Chief Justice John Marshall wrote an opinion that said in part, “A 
pardon is a paper, the value of which depends upon its acceptance by 
the person implicated. It is hardly to be supposed that one under 
sentence of death would refuse to accept a pardon, but if it is refused, 
it is no pardon. George Wilson must be hanged!”


George Wilson was hanged from the neck until death a short time 
thereafter! His refusal to accept the presidential pardon is not unlike 
the refusal of many today to believe and receive eternal life, even 
though it is part of God’s Sovereign plan for their life to be born-
again. God’s greatest pleasure is your belief and His greatest pain 
is your disbelief!”
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SIN CONSCIOUSNESS 

   I want to conclude this article by challenging you to examine your 
life and ask yourself if you suffer from Sin Consciousness! Many 
Christians today suffer from a deeper awareness of their past 
sins then they do of their present New Creation standing before 
God clothed in the gift of righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:17, 21).


   Sin consciousness will cause a believer in Christ to live less than 
the abundant life Christ Jesus came to give them. They will 
unnecessarily and wrongly believe they deserve the trouble that they 
are experiencing in their life because of past sins they once 
committed. They have not believed what I have shared about God 
forgetting and choosing not to remember their sins any longer!


   Sin consciousness will keep you in sickness when Jesus has 
already paid for your healing in full. Remember that prior to His 
crucifixion Jesus went to the whipping post and bore stripes over His 
entire body for your healing. In Matthew 9:1-7; Mark 2:1-12; and 
Luke 5:18-26 the gospel writers record a very dramatic event. A 
paralytic man was carried by four friends to where Jesus was 
preaching in a house but could not get in because of the crowd. They 
went on the roof, removed the tiling and let their friend down in the 
midst before Jesus.


   When Jesus saw their faith, He then said to the paralyzed man in 
Luke 5:20, Man, your sins are forgiven you! As you can imagine 
Jesus made the religious people upset with this statement. The 
amazing thing is what Jesus said when He perceived their thoughts in 
Verse 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to 
say, ‘Rise up and walk’? Let this sink in your heart and mind…when 
you are saying your sins are forgiven then you are saying you are 
healed at the same time! It’s just that EASY! 

   The logical question here would be why didn’t Jesus just give the 
command of healing to this paralyzed man but instead told him his 
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sins had been forgiven? Jesus was telling us that #1 - Forgiveness & 
Healing go hand in hand AND #2 - That even though this man 
had not yet been fully redeemed because Jesus had yet to die, 
shed His redeeming blood and arise from the dead, this was a 
foreshadowing of what would be available to you and I under the 
new and better covenant.


Romans 8:1 tells us, There is therefore NOW no condemnation to 
those which are in Christ Jesus…! Condemnation means judgment or 
punishment. Some might say, but Pastor Mike you left out the 
qualifying part of verse one, …who walk not after the flesh but after 
the Spirit. Many Greek scholars believe that this latter part of verse 
one is NOT in the original manuscripts. 


   I found this commentary in the Complete Word Study Bible about 
verse one… ’It is a fairly assumed point, that those who are in 
Christ Jesus, who believe in his name, have redemption in his blood; 
are made partakers of his Spirit, and have the mind in them that was 
in him; will not walk after the flesh, but after the Spirit: therefore the 
thing itself is included in the being in Christ, whether it be expressed 
or not: and it was probably to make the thing more obvious, that this 
explanatory clause was added by some copyist, for it does not 
appear to have made an original part of the text; and it is most 
likely that it was inserted here from the fourth verse.’


   It is a bible reality and MUST become a reality in you that if you 
have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior then there is NO 
MORE CONDEMNATION or JUDGMENT for it has ALL been placed 
on Jesus Christ at the Cross upon which He suffered and died!


   If God has chosen to forgive and forget your sins then who are 
you to remember them? The devil will certainly attempt to remind 
you of your past but I would suggest you pay no attention to his 
accusations against you. Do what has been said by many preachers; 
When the enemy of our soul tries to remind you of your past just 
remind him of his future in the Lake of Fire…That will shut him up!
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(For more information visit www.mjbministries.org where you will find links to our Free E-
Newsletter and Archives, links to our MJB Ministries Mobile App, and the link to our You 
Tube Channel with over 100 Free teaching videos. To purchase a copy of Pastor Mike’s 
book, Discover The Life You Were Born To Live visit www.churchhappensbook.com 
where you will find all of our books. Lastly, If you would like to invite Mike and/or Cynthia 
to your Church, Ministry Event or Business visit www.mjbministries.org/invite today!)
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