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Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar)
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What is Gypsy Moth?

* An invasive leaf-eating
Insect native to Europe

* |ntroduced to North
America In the 1860s,
spread into Ontario by
1969

« Qutbreaks are cyclical,
typically occurring every 7
to 10 years. In Ontario, PEEEIEIEEERERARERRRRRRERERANE

gg%viéggs;nml%g%ollngbg f aks Area of moderate to severe defoliation

2002, 2008 by Gypsy Moth (1990-2018)

Source: http://pndf.ccmf.org/en/data/insects.php



http://pndf.ccmf.org/en/data/insects.php

Life Cycle

Eggs
« Tanned yellow egg mass
« August to April (laid in summer, hatch in spring)
Larva (Caterpillar)
« 5 pairs of blue & 6 pairs of red dots; hairy
« April to July
Pupa (Cocoon)
« Dark brown shell; transition to winged moth
« July to August
Adult
* Winged moths - brown males have feathery
antennae; non-flying females are whitish
* Lack mouthparts
« July to September: two-week period for mating and

egg-laying




Tree & Forest Impacts

Preferred host trees include Oak, Maple,
Birch, Alder, Aspen

Nuisance to forest users & property
owners

— Can consume a significant amount
of leaves and produce a
considerable quantity of frass

Defoliation can slow tree growth but
healthy, mature trees typically survive
significant defoliation; trees may re-leaf
later in the season

— Defoliation combined with other
stressors can lead to increased
mortality




« Natural Controls: fungal
(Entomophaga maimaigi) &
viral (Nucleopolyhedrosis
virus) pathogens;
bird/mammal/insect predators

« Mechanical:
scraping/destroying egg
masses, shade & pheromone
traps, hand-picking

* Insecticides: Btk (Bacillus

thuringiensis Kurstaki’) spray, Botonio
TreeAzin injection S

Source www.london. ca/reS|dents/EnV|ronment/
Trees-Forests/Pages/Gypsy-Moth.aspx




SSEA Gypsy Moth fact sheet

Resources

County of Simcoe
Gypsy Moth website

Invasive Species Centre

T
The Gypsy Moth is a non-native invasive
Insect that was brought to North America in
the 1860s from Europe. It was first
established in Massachusetts and spread
to Ontario by 1969. It is now a well
established forest pest throughout much of
the province

An important characteristc of the Gypsy
Moth is that their populations are cychical in
nature. Ther population surges
approximately every 7-10 years and when
it nses rapidly, it has historically been
followed by a crash. This may be due to
competition for resources or mort; fr
a host-specific virus or fungus.

Siw e
In Ontario, major outbreaks have peaked in
1985, 1991, 2002, and 2008, and there has
been an upsurge in the Severn Sound area
in 201972020

Gypsy Moth larvae (caterpillars) feed on
the foliage of over 300 host piant species,
manly hardwood trees. Some of their
preferred hosts are oak, mapie, birch and
aspen, alder and pine, depending on the
region. The larvae chew holes in
vegetation or consume entire leaves.

A single Gypsy Moth caterpiiar can eat an
average of 1 m of leaves over it fetme’
Typically, leaf loss of 50% or more of
canopy cover is required for seyeral years
in a row o cause tree mortaiity* and some
trees wil regrow new leaves later in the
summer

Gypsy Moth webinar — Aug 18t

talk with a forestry professional if you wish to
manage the health of privately-owned trees &

woodlots



https://www.severnsound.ca/Shared Documents/Info/SSEA_GypsyMoth_FactSheet_final_20200805.pdf
https://www.simcoe.ca/dpt/fbl/resources/gypsy-moth
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/event/forests-under-attack-the-history-dispersal-and-management-of-gypsy-moth-2/

SSEA...Keeping Severn Sound healthy...for
the next generation and beyond

Contact us: InvasiveSpecies@SevernSound.ca
More info: www.severnsound.ca

—— [G) @severnsoundea
US ON: ) @SSEA_SSRAP



mailto:InvasiveSpecies@SevernSound.ca
http://www.severnsound.ca/
https://twitter.com/SSEA_SSRAP
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWNc64imsWlFWlbrYi3-RSA
https://www.instagram.com/severnsoundea/

