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Cleary University honors memory of Ryan Mosher at awards ceremony

(HOWELL, MI) At its first Catamounts award ceremony at the Howell campus, Cleary University recognized faculty, students, coaches and staff for their outstanding achievements. SALT (Student Athlete Leadership Team) hosted the event to celebrate the countless individuals who embody the spirit of Cleary University through their leadership and academic excellence.

Here are the award recipients:

· Professor of the Year: Andrew Chamberlin was recognized as an exceptional educator who demonstrates outstanding teaching, inspires students and makes a lasting impact through his dedication, creativity and support for student success

· Staff of the Year: Devin Bachman, hospitality specialist; and Kylie Walker, student life coordinator; were recognized for placing students first, exhibiting collaboration in their work, and always finding a way through adversity
· Coach of the Year: Kevin Mondro, women’s basketball head coach, was honored for demonstrating exceptional leadership, dedication, and commitment to inspiring and guiding the women’s basketball team to success  

· Female Athlete of the Year: Samantha Hoelscher, women’s basketball and women’s outdoor track & field, earned this award for demonstrating exceptional skill, dedication, sportsmanship and academic achievement in her sports
· Male Athlete of the Year: Dylan Tammadge, ACHA hockey, was recognized as an outstanding athlete who demonstrates exceptional skill, dedication, sportsmanship and achievement in his sport 

· Female Champion of Character: Mileisha Rodriguez, women’s basketball, received this award for elevating the community, inspiring others, fostering a positive environment on the court
(more)
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· Male Champion of Character: Peter Houston, baseball, was honored for elevating the community, inspiring others, fostering a positive environment and serving as a strong role model in the classroom and on the ballfield
· Female Academic Excellence Sports Team: Women’s Basketball (GPA 3.95)

· Male Academic Excellence Sports Team: Men’s Baseball (GPA 3.5)

· Cleary Spirit Award: Tim Kewley, men’s basketball, received this award for embodying school pride, enthusiasm and dedication; and inspiring others through his unwavering Cleary spirit

· Student Leader Award: Spencer Jamieson, graduate assistant, Athletic department, received this award for demonstrating exceptional leadership and initiative, and for having a positive impact on his peers and community  

· Female Brighten Your Day Award: Ameila Storm, women’s basketball, was recognized for her positivity, kindness and uplifting spirit that consistently brings joy to those around her. She makes campus life brighter with her smile, encouragement and genuine care for others. 
· Male Brighton Your Day Award: Benji Sulcas, men’s soccer, received this award for his positivity, kindness and uplifting spirit that consistently brings joy to those around him. He makes campus life brighter with his smile, encouragement and genuine care for others. 

· Ripple Effect Award: Juan Silva, assistant facilities manager, was recognized for his contagious enthusiasm, hard work, diligence and genuine concern for the campus community, which he exhibits every day on the job

· Best Team Moment Award: this recognition honors teams and individual athletes and coaches who came together to overcome a challenge, achieve a major goal or demonstrate outstanding synergy. Four Cougar teams received this award. They are:

· Women’s basketball’s WHAC tournament win over Rochester Christian

· The men’s soccer team clinching a berth in the WHAC tournament with the most conference wins in school history

· Women’s bowling winning the AHBA conference championship

· The hockey team’s strong comeback from 3 – 0 in the third period to win in overtime

The family of Cleary Wrestler Ryan Mosher, who passed away unexpectedly in late October 2024, was at the Catamounts ceremony to recognize the recipient of the 2025 Ryan Mosher Courage Award, created in his memory – not only to remember Mosher, but to “carry his light forward,” announced Lonnie Pries, vice president of Athletics and Student Affairs who presented the award. “This award honors a student athlete who embodies the same strength, compassion, and resilience that Ryan showed us every day,” Pries said. 
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“Tonight, we take a moment to honor the legacy of an extraordinary individual – Ryan Mosher. He was a person whose strength, heart and quiet determination left a lasting impact on everyone who had the privilege of knowing him,” Pries shared. “Ryan always was willing to lend a helping hand, be the big brother his teammates needed and a mentor to anyone who needed help – whether it was in life, school, or on the mats. He was an inspiration to others not just with his words, but with the way he lived. Ryan was a person with great hopes and dreams whose life was cut short much too soon.”
Matt Santos, Cleary wrestling head coach, shared these thoughts about Mosher: “He was the ideal kid who helped create the culture we want on the Cougar wrestling team. He did what was asked of him – on the mat and in the classroom. He brought so much to our program. Ryan forever will be part of Cleary wrestling, and we will do everything in our power to represent all he stood for.”

Cougar Baseball Catcher Chris Hawkins, a sophomore from Wixom, received the 2025 Ryan Mosher Courage Award. 
“Chris is a student who has shown remarkable resilience in the face of a lifelong health challenge,” Pries announced. “After high school, he initially attended a university to focus solely on academics. However, midway through the year, he realized how much he missed the game and made the decision to return to baseball. Over the past three years at Cleary, he has grown into a key player and leader on the field and within the baseball program, and became a mentor and role model for many of the younger players.

“This past season, due to a kidney disease that he was born with, he transitioned from player to student assistant. His passion for the game has evolved into a deep interest in the analytics side of baseball, demonstrating the same dedication and drive in a new role. Congratulations, Chris!”
SALT, the organization sponsoring the Catamounts, connects student athletes of Cleary through different on-campus experiences. The group promotes the five core values of the NAIA: Integrity, Respect, Responsibility, Sportsmanship, and Servant Leadership. SALT also focuses on promoting community service, academic success, and the University’s mission.

Hayley Dann, Cleary’s bowling coach, serves as SALT’s advisor. Mia Rzepka and Liam Coyle are co-presidents. 
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About Cleary University 
Founded in 1883, Cleary University is a four-year, private, nonprofit university, offering undergraduate and graduate degrees from a unique Business Arts curriculum, and driven by a 

faculty of thought leaders with deep, practical experience in their industries. Providing on-campus and online education models, Cleary also offers a robust athletic program of 19 sports and a rich residence life with nearly 200 students living on the quiet, rolling 50-acre campus. Cleary recently was named in the top 10 for best dorms in Michigan. Cleary graduates tend to land jobs faster than their peers and with higher earning salaries at the start of their careers.

To learn more about Cleary University, visit its website: https://cleary.edu. 
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