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Dear Senator (Name),
	I am writing to encourage you to support the “Healthy School Meals for All Children Bill” (S 2663).

	Children do not choose the circumstances into which they are born. Yet, they bring their circumstances with them into the classroom.  Children in poverty bring silent burdens which often include hunger.   Hunger has immediate destructive physical consequences on a child.  A hungry child is not physically prepared to learn. 

	Religious and ethical traditions across all cultures instruct us to feed the hungry. The Hebrew prophets taught us that feeding the hungry is an obligation of justice. Jesus spoke of people who face hunger as stand ins for himself.  “When I was hungry you gave me food…just as you did to the least of these you did to me.” In fact we know that Jesus himself fed the multitudes, and by the way, he fed them not because they earned it, but because they were hungry.   

	There’s a moral simplicity in feeding the hungry.  It does not require elaborate justification. It requires only that we recognize the sacredness of each life…the preciousness of each life and act accordingly.

	I would like to suggest that in whatever cost considerations we make for feeding children, we must ask ourselves  how do we measure a child’s hunger, a child’s health?  There is always a price to be paid.  If we do nothing, the price of our inaction will be paid by children in need. The moral calculation we face is not whether we can afford to feed our children but whether we can afford not to.  I urge your support for this bill.
Respectfully,

Your Name & Address   


image1.png




