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Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Prescott Valley, AZ 

“to serve God and share the good news of Jesus Christ” 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2020 Traditional Worship Service 

Prelude “American Tapestry” Cathy Namock, piano 

Joseph M. Martin 

Welcome  

P:  We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

GATHERING 

Opening Litany                                                                                                  Psalm 119:33-40 

L:  Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 

C:  Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my 

heart. 
L:  Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 

C:  Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 

L:  Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 

C:  Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
L:  Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 

C:  Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me. 

Confession & Forgiveness 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

C:  Amen. 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
L:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

L:  Gracious God, 

C:  Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 

in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 

may live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn Hymn #603 

“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” (vs. 1, 2 & 4) 

 

God, when human bonds are broken and we lack the love or skill 

to restore the hope of healing, give us grace and make us still. 

 

Through that stillness, with your Spirit come into our world of stress, 

for the sake of Christ forgiving all the failures we confess. 

 

Send us, God of new beginnings, humbly hopeful into life. 

Use us as a means of blessing: make us stronger, give us faith. 

Prayer of the Day 

L:  O Lord God, 

C:  Enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we 

mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all 

that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message                                    
 

Special Music Katie Staudt, handbells; Jim Klien, piano 

“Jesus Love Me” 

Catalogue # BG2472 Copyright 2005 by Fred Bock Music Company 

WORD 

A Scripture Reading                                                                                          Ezekiel 33:7-11 

First Reading Introduction 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel.  Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 

warnings to the people.  Remarkably God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning 

with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 

shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 

shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the 

wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 

their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 

sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to 

them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 
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 L:  Word of God.  Word of Life. 

 C:  Thanks be to God! 

A Scripture Reading                                                                                           Romans 13:8-14 

Second Reading Introduction 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.  

Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 

future God has in store for us. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You 

shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the 

day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 

live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 L:  Word of God.  Word of Life. 

 C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                Matthew 18:15-20 

15 “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 

you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not 

listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

     P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Message Pastor Tricia Lowe 

“Where 2 or 3 Are Gathered” 

 

Hymn of the Day                                                                                                         Hymn #470 
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“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” (vs. 1 & 3) 

 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, for when humbly 

in your name two or three are met together, 

you are in the midst of them.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Touch we now your garment’s hem. 

 

All our meals and all our living make as sacrament 

of you, that by caring, helping, giving, 

we may be disciples true.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! We will serve with faith anew. 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven & earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died and was buried; 

 

    he descended to the dead. 

    on the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

L:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 

A brief silence. 

L:  Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 

cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide 

the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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L:  Protect your creation, O God. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, 

storms, or wildfire. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
L:  Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Create new paths of peace and 

cooperation, teach us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, 

judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all, turn us from violence in all 

its forms. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
L:  Teach us your compassion. Hear the cries of those who suffer and those awaiting justice and 

those yearning for forgiveness. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
L:  Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Help us to love our 

neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  Please take this time to offer any other intercessions, either aloud or in your heart. 

 

L:  We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. All these things and whatever 

else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 

P:  Gathered together as God’s people, we share the words Jesus taught us. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

       on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those 

       who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Offering:   

P:  At this time I would like to offer thanks for the offerings that we have received both in the 

mail, online and in person. These gifts make it possible for us to continue to be the church in the 

world even when we can’t meet face to face. If you are worshiping with us today and would like 

to make a donation, please go to our website homepage and click the online giving link. 
 

Let us pray:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, to show the world your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

C:  Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

The Benediction 

P:  May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

 May the Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                                                                                                             Hymn #836 

 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (vs. 1 & 3)   

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of Glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 
 

DISMISSAL 
P:  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

One License A733264 
Sunday & Season SB142191 
CCLi & Song Select 2846357 
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As a congregation, we pray for God’s guidance on our journey of service to our membership, our 

community and our world. Pray for Pastor Tricia, the Church Council, and the Ministry 

Leadership. The church office reviews this list monthly. Please call if your prayer concern is 

removed earlier than you wish. 

        Please keep the following in your prayers during this week: 

Members 

 Alis Seim 

Arlene Meder 

Barbara Stockbridge 

Ben Stricker 

Carol Hotten 

Chuck Lynch 

Cris Spahr 

David Ramirez 

Deanna McDaniel 

Geri Cottrell 

Gwen Savage 

Helen Morton 

Jeanne Currie Tomlinson 

John Clark 

Judy Nielsen 

Karen Roush 

Kat Harley-Mays 

Kyle Smith 

Leigh Quinn 

Len Warne 

Linda Walkoff 

Marilyn & Leo Murphy 

Marty Watkins 

Mary Austin 

Nancy Nimocks 

Ramona Walker 

Ron Kovara 

Ruth Martindale 

Wayne Theobald  

 

Our Family Members in Military and Deployed  

Meg Northrup  Jim VanScoy  Kenneth Lindsay deployed Kuwait – friend of Carl Schulze 

  

Family Members and Friends 

Adam & Liz Crowley – daughter & son-in-law of 

   Barbie Harlib 

 Anita Vasser – daughter of Mida Jordan 

Baby Aurora & Baby Dale – Worthington’s foster  

     children 

Becky Bodnarczuk – niece of Nancy Clark 

Bill Deffenbaugh – stepfather of Kimberly Goats 

Bob Hermann – cousin of Willie & Betty Hermann 

Buel McCoy – father of Wendy Woolley 

Cheryl Midel – aunt of Wendy Woolley 

Chris Vettore – daughter of Ron Kovara 

Connie Miller & son Trevor – friends of Carl 

     Schulze 

Cris & Susie – brother & sister of Clara Farmer 

Dan Lowe – brother-in-law of Pastor Tricia 

Debra Jones – mother-in-law of Kimberly Goats 

Don Jones – friend of Jim & Carole Rebholz 

Donald Wayman – husband of Bobbe Serena   

     Wayman 

Doug Bayle – nephew of Phyllis Pohlman 

Edie Hales – mother of Cheryl Miller 

Edward Kelly – friend of Mark & Mary Austin 

Grant – grandson of Dan & Carol Cwach 

Jack Gregory – friend of Ellen Rosfeld 

Joann Harlib – mother of Scott Harlib 

Joshua Diebel – stepbrother of Tawnya 

      Worthington 

 

 

 

Julie Ward – daughter of Keith & Cathy Namock  

Kelly Smith – daughter of Bobbe Serena Wayman 

Mary Schifferli – sister of Thomas Schifferli 

Kris Franklin- friend of Wendy Woolley 

Leroy Goats – father-in-law of Kimberly Goats 

Linda Vallner – sister of Ron Kovara 

Marie – Clara Farmer’s son’s mother-in-law 

Marilyn Bostin – cousin of Tom Smith 

Mark Kovara – son of Ron Kovara 

Merle MacCleary – father of Pam MacCleary 

Miranda & Brad Rebholz – granddaughter and  

    grandson of Jim & Carole Rebholz 

Rev. Paul Meier – former pastor of Larry & Sonya 

      Mahler 

Rich, Carol, daughter Rachel & grand daughter 

      Audrey, friends of Larry & Sonya Mahler 

Rosemary – neighbor of Mary Wakimoto 

Sam Crifasi – friend of Larry Mahler 

Sara Mantooth – sister-in-law of Adam Bissell 

Sarah Mulligan – daughter of Carol Wade 

Shelly Damschroder – friend of Kathy Austin and 

   Daughter-in-law of Margaret Damschroder 

Star Campbell – friend of Bob Saul 

Stefanie O’Donnell – daughter of Shelby & Carol  

     Tate 

Trisha Galindo – daughter of Gary & Jean Kiser 

Wayne Wallingford – brother of Sheila Smilgis 
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The church office will be closed Monday, September 6, in observance of Labor Day. 
 

Someone is in the church office weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., but the church doors 

will be locked.  Please knock upon arriving or call first. Please note that we are now 

requesting that everyone wear masks when they enter the church building. Don’t be 

surprised when Mary and Pastor Tricia put theirs on when you come in! With the rise in 

cases of the virus in our community, we want to make sure we use all safety precautions to 

protect the most vulnerable among us. 

 

MISSION OUTREACH for the month of September is the HUSD Hungry Kids Program. This 

program is for the elementary children in our school district.  Bags filled with food items are 

distributed each Friday during the school year to the children who otherwise would not have 

anything to eat over the weekend.  Currently the program hands out over 120 bags each week.  

Food items such as a loaf of bread, peanut butter, jelly, fruit snack cups, ramen noodles, individual 

cereal packs, a can of tuna, ravioli, or spaghetti O’s, along with an apple, orange or raisins are 

included in the bags. Bags are filled on Friday morning and then taken to the schools. 

 

Food Pantry – At this time, the food pantry prefers monetary donations so they can purchase the 

needed items.  Donations can be mailed to the church and we will make sure the Food Pantry 

receives them in a timely manner.  We will have a food bag drive, with a drop off at church, later. 

 

Interfaith Meal: Did you know that our church feeds about 120 community members each month 

during our Interfaith Meal?  Even if you aren’t available on a Thursday (during prep) or Friday 

(during the meal), check with Outreach to see how you can help!  With meals discontinued at 

Trinity and postponed at St. Germaine’s during this social distancing time, Emmanuel is hosting 

a second meal each month.  Our next take-out only meal is Friday, September 11, at 11:00 

a.m.  Community members who have attended in the past will be notified. 

 

Offerings - Even though we are not meeting face to face, our church keeps the lights on! We are 

paying our staff, our bills and our benevolence commitment to the synod, and serving the twice 

monthly interfaith meals. This is only possible if our members continue to give. There are several 

ways to give your offering: mail it in, drop it off in the secure locking mailbox next to the front 

door, drop it off in person during office hours, use Vanco auto-withdraw system or Bill Pay with 

your bank, which is great because there are no fees to you or the church for this service. We are 

so blessed to have such a generous and faithful congregation! 

 

Job Opening on Church Staff – Audio Visual Technician – as Emmanuel looks to begin 

livestreaming our worship services, we have created a position for someone to run the audio, 

video and lighting during the worship service. If you know of someone who has these skills and 

might be interested, direct them to the church website for a job description. Applications are 

available in the church office. 


