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EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ PRESCOTT VALLEY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 1, 2021        7pm Zoom Worship 

With its particular focus on confession and forgiveness (reconciliation), foot-washing 

(humble service), holy communion (united in love as one body in Christ), and in some cases 

stripping of the altar (waiting in silence), Maundy Thursday embodies what it means to be a 

community. The difficulty in a time of isolation is deeply felt here. Hope is always alive in 

these liturgies as they are all celebrated in post-Resurrection joy and trust. Christ has 
already completed the passage through isolation and death for us.  

This year, our Maundy Thursday worship service focuses on the commandment to love and 

to wait. Rather than a foot-washing, you are invited to a simple washing of hands. We wash 

our own hands as a sign of love and service. It is helpful to remember that in John’s Gospel 

there is not a narrative of the Last Supper. Jesus himself is the meal. This Maundy Thursday 

we wait with Jesus and pray.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
We begin by remembering God’s forgiveness. Please take a moment to light a candle and 

have a bowl of water and a clean towel on hand. Spend a few moments in silence as you ask 

for God’s forgiveness. 

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. Our sins are forgiven in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 

may live in our hearts through faith. Amen.  

HYMN                      Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling                  ELW 608 
 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? 

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 
 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon. Pardon for you and for me. 

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, “O sinner, come home!” 

Prayer of the Day:  
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P:  Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, 

and give us the will to serve others as he was servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

WORD 

A SCRIPTURE READING:                                                  1 Corinthians 11:23–26  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he 

took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

P:  Word of God, word of life.  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL:                                                                                   John 13:1–17, 31b–35  

P:  The holy gospel according to John.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to 

betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took 

off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 

him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 

feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 

wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 

but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 

you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 

clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord—and you 
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are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you also should 

do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, 

nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 

himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 

will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 

cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ  

Message                             “Good News or Bad News?”                  Pastor Tricia Lowe 

HYMN                        Let Us Break Bread Together                                    ELW 358 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees;  

let us break bread together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,  

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Let us praise God together on our knees; 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

You may wash your own hands now, using the water in the bowl, 

remembering Jesus’ love of the neighbor. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS 
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P:  Let us pray: In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ cannot 

meet in one place, we gather through the Holy Spirit in our many different places – house, 

apartment, room – and call out to you, O God. [brief silence]  

P:  Give courage and wisdom to all leaders in your church that their decisions promote the 

good of every neighbor. Give courage to national and local authorities to enforce public 

health regulations for the welfare of all and increase efforts to stop the spread of all diseases 

that affect human beings. [brief silence]  

P:  Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, and be with those who grieve this 

night at the loss of loved ones. [brief silence]  

P:  Give space and shelter to refugees who are confined to camps, bring peace to areas of 

conflict that force people to flee to safety. [brief silence]  

P:  Strengthen all who provide pastoral care, a listening ear, some form of support in 

whatever way. [brief silence]  

P:  God, have mercy on the whole human family and on your creation. [brief silence]  

P:  We give thanks for the communion of saints, who we remember this day along with all 

who have gone before us, hold them and all who die this night in your gentle embrace.  

P:  Hear our prayers, O God, in your great compassion.  

C:  Amen.  

Communion 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, they will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen 

Communion Blessing 

After the meal was over, Jesus and his disciples sang a hymn and went to the Mt. of Olives 

where Jesus would pray in anguish. 

Soon he would be arrested, led away and stripped of every earthly comfort, even life itself. In 

other years, we remember this by the stripping of the altar. This year, it is not something we 

observe, but something we can feel, the stripping away of so much that matters, so much we 

long for, so much life itself.  Jesus has been there first. Jesus is with us now. 

In our sanctuary the altar would be stripped to leave a bare sanctuary. At home, you may 
wish to put aside all devotional materials in the home to leave a bare table.  

PSALM 88  

1 O Lord, God of my salvation, 

    when, at night, I cry out in your presence, 
2 let my prayer come before you; 

    incline your ear to my cry. 

3 For my soul is full of troubles, 

    and my life draws near to Sheol. 
4 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; 

    I am like those who have no help, 
5 like those forsaken among the dead, 

    like the slain that lie in the grave, 

like those whom you remember no more, 

    for they are cut off from your hand. 
6 You have put me in the depths of the Pit, 

    in the regions dark and deep. 
7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 

    and you overwhelm me with all your waves.   Selah 

8 You have caused my companions to shun me; 

    you have made me a thing of horror to them. 

I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 
9     my eye grows dim through sorrow. 

Every day I call on you, O Lord; 

    I spread out my hands to you. 
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10 Do you work wonders for the dead? 

    Do the shades rise up to praise you?    Selah 
11 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 

    or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 
12 Are your wonders known in the darkness, 

    or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness? 

13 But I, O Lord, cry out to you; 

    in the morning my prayer comes before you. 
14 O Lord, why do you cast me off? 

    Why do you hide your face from me? 
15 Wretched and close to death from my youth up, 

    I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.  
16 Your wrath has swept over me; 

    your dread assaults destroy me. 
17 They surround me like a flood all day long; 

    from all sides they close in on me. 
18 You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; 

    my companions are in darkness. 

We close in silence.  

 

 

 

 


