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Prelude Terri Reid, bells; Gene Fougner, piano 

“Excerpt—Prelude in D♭ Major” 

(Gliere/ arr. Fougner) 

 

P:  On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting 

and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return 

to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our 

foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already 

been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean 

while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we 

more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 

forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

HYMN                          “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”                      ELW 592 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, 

And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

First Lesson (read responsively)                       Psalm 51:1-17 
  

    1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 



  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

  
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be restored to you. 

 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 

  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise. 

P:  Psalm 51 helps us understand our big need for God, for God’s mercy, for God’s love, 

the grace that comes to us in the form of God’s Son, Jesus the Christ. Because we have 

sinned before God and before others and we need some wisdom, some grace, and the new 

beginning offered to us as Lent unfolds into the Season of Easter.  

Gospel:                 Matthew 6:1, 19-21 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 

seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 



Sermon                          “The Double-Cross”                        Pr. Tricia Lowe 

 

Invitation to Lent 
 

P:  Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 

Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.  We begin this holy season 

by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to 

experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with 

creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so 

that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 

whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 

discipline of Lent – self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving 

and works of love — journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. 

 

Imposition of Ashes at Home 

If you have some ashes from your fireplace or borrowed some soil from a friendly potted 

plant or mixed together some spices (cinnamon and ground cloves will do well) place them 

before you, or you can use ashes from the wick of a candle. 

 

P: Ashes are a very personal inward-seeking sacred moment. Before you turn to 

yourself, take a deep breath for the world, inhaling sorrows you know from the 

news and exhaling love and hope and blessing. Pause. 

  

P: Take a second deep breath for those who are ill, in despair or fearful now, 

inhaling the painful stories you know are out there, then exhaling love and hope 

and blessing. Pause. 

 

P: Take a third deep breath for those dear to you, inhaling their needs, losses, 

anxieties and exhaling love, hope and blessing. 

 

P: Now you are only yourself. Just you, God's beloved child. If you are alone, mark 

a cross on your forehead or the back of your hand, whichever you prefer, and say, 

"I am human dust, and the image of God. God loves me." 

 

If you are with others – mark each other or offer the bowl so a person can mark 

themselves and say, "You are / I am human dust and the image of God. Always 

remember, God loves you/me." 

 

 



P:  Let us pray: 

C:  Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes 

be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

HYMN                                           “Amazing Grace”                                     ELW 779 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that save a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fear relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

Blessing 

P:  You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C:  Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude Terri Reid, bells; Gene Fougner, piano 

“Excerpt—Prelude in D♭ Major” 

(Gliere/ arr. Fougner) 
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