
From the 
desk of Doug: 

 

A family affair? 
Not much longer! 

 
 St. Matthew the Evangelist 

tells the story in his gospel 
about the 
time when 
Jesus took 
Peter, James 
and John up 
a high 
mountain. 
When they 
met old-
timers 

Moses and Elijah there, the 
outspoken Peter didn’t want it 
to end. He offered to put up 
tents for Jesus, Moses and 
Elijah. But of course, Jesus 
wouldn’t hear of it. Peter was 
only looking at the present. 
Jesus had better plans for him 
for eternity. 

That’s how I’m looking at our 
upcoming changes. After being 
a part of our team for 3 years, 
Melissa left us a couple weeks 
ago. After serving HFP for more 
than 11 years, Matt will be gone 
by the end of the year. I didn’t 
like losing Melissa. And we’ll 
have a difficult time filling the 
CEO’s shoes that Matt is 
wearing! 

But, God has new and exciting 
plans for both of them, and 
clinging to the present is not 
only impossible, but it’s also 
unhealthy. 

God also has plans for HFP. 
I’ve witnessed that first-hand 
for the past 21 years. When 
things unexpectedly changed 
amid a feeling of negativity, 
better things came along. When 
wonderful people felt it was 
time to move on, more 
dedicated souls found their way 
into our program. 

For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.  

Jeremiah 29:11 

Stepping Up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Author and Activist Susan Burton 
comes to Grand Haven! 

 

She’s coming to Grand Haven, and you’re invited! Susan Burton, Author of 
Becoming Ms. Burton: From Prison to Recovery to Leading the Fight for 
Incarcerated Women, will be the 2022 guest speaker for the HFP lecture series. 
Save the date: Thursday, October 13, 7 PM, at the Lakeshore Middle School, 900 
Cutler Street, Grand Haven. Advance tickets, available on-line or at The 
Bookman in Grand Haven, for $25; students $15. Tickets will be sold for $30 at 
the door. Ms. Burton’s book is available at The Bookman, 715 Washington Ave. in 
Grand Haven. In preparation for the event, a book study group will be hosted at 
the Bookman on October 11th. It’s not too late to become a sponsor for the 
event. Your sponsorship will include a dinner reception with Ms. Burton prior to 
her presentation. And, your help will ensure that event costs are covered and 
100% of ticket proceeds will support the good work of HFP. Your name will be 
included on our sponsorship roster, although anonymous sponsorships are also 
welcome. Visit humanityforprisoners.org for ticket and sponsorship information! 
 
We're willing to spend countless dollars putting people who need help in cages, 

and then when they get out we say you can't have a job, and you can't have 
housing, and because you don't have either, we're going to take your kids, too. 

Susan Burton 
 

Stepping Down! 
 
Matt Tjapkes has announced his intention to step down as President and CEO of 
Humanity for Prisoners. Matt came aboard 11 years ago on 
a part-time basis to assist his father, Doug Tjapkes, who 
founded the organization. That eventually led to full-time 
work, and then to a promotion in which he succeeded Doug 
as CEO. His intent, from the beginning, was to serve as a 
bridge from Doug’s foundational vision to a well-oiled, fully-
operational non-profit organization. In Matt’s message to 
the Board of Directors he expressed gratitude for the 
opportunity to be involved in such meaningful work. He 
intends to remain until the end of the year to ensure an 
effective transition. His plans for the future will be 
announced at a later date. Meanwhile, our board members have already begun 
the process of searching for a successor. Matt’s contributions to HFP are 
immeasurable, and to say he will be missed is an understatement! 
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A better way to answer! 
 
Thanks to a generous donor, Humanity for Prisoners 
has a new desktop VOIP (Voice over Internet Protocol) 
phone system. Now all staff members have their own 
phone and their own voicemail box, a major improve-
ment over the old wireless phone system. In addition, 
each time a staff member receives a voicemail, it's tran-
scribed and emailed to the staff member. Sincere 
thanks to the anonymous donor, and to to our friends 
at ICS Data for helping to get this system up and run-
ning in just one day!  
 

Remembering Jack 
 
Alfred "Jack" Bloem, age 92, of Kent-
wood, went to be with his Lord on 
Monday, August 15, 2022. Jack was 
the father of HFP Board Chairman 
Russ Bloem. He had a 35-year career 
at Pine Rest Christian Hospital. The 
memorial service was held on August 
17.  
Our condolences to Russ and Jackie 
and the extended Bloem family. 
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Rescue dogs win! 
 
We bade a sad farewell to HFP Volunteer Coordinator 
Melissa Tjapkes in mid-September. After being a part of 
our team for more than 3 years, 
Melissa pursued a dream and ac-
cepted an appointment as Ad-
ministrative Assistant for the No-
ah Project of Muskegon. It’s a 
natural follow-up. For the past 
several years she’s been doing 
her best to convince an often-
disdained segment of society 
that they matter. Now she’s div-
ing into the rescue pet business 
at a highly regarded animal shelter, believing that they 
matter, too. We already know she’ll be a success! We 
wish her the best! 
 

Intern Reflections 
 
When HFP summer intern Tatum Kleis, an undergrad 
student at the U of M, completed 
her term with us, she left a mean-
ingful message! "I obviously 
learned a lot about the current 
state of our prison system and all 
the injustices that need to be ad-
dressed and combated. However, 
that is not necessarily the most 
impactful lesson I am taking away 
from this experience. You all 
show up every day, and despite frustrations and difficul-
ties that come along with this particular type of work, 
you still treat people with so much compassion, pa-
tience and care - and that is a strong example that I am 
hoping to follow as I finish up school and begin my pro-
fessional life." 

Donate today at humanityforprisoners.org 

“Our hearts are all prison walls 
when we hold people captive 

with chains of unforgiveness.” 
― Ikechukwu Izuakor 


