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The Law and the Prophets

Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let us go out to the field." And
when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother
Abel, and killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, "Where is your
brother Abel?" He said, "I do not know; am | my brother's
keeper?” And the Lord said, "What have you done? Listen;
your brother's blood is crying out to me from the ground! And
now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its
mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. When
you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you
will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” Cain said to the
Lord, "My punishment is greater than | can bear!” (Genesis
4:8-13)

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was
not consumed. Then Moses said, "l must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why
the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to
him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here | am.” Then he said, "Come no closer!
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He
said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, "l have
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. So come, | will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt." (Exodus 3:1-10)

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome,
who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the
widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing.
(Deuteronomy 10:17-18)

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no
wrong, upright and just is he. (Deuteronomy 32:4)

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery...
You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20:1-2,
13-20)
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The Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, "There were two men in a
certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds;

but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up,
and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from
his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to
the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer
who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb, and prepared that for the guest who
had come to him.” Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan,
"As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” Nathan said to David, "You are
the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: | anointed you king over Israel, and | rescued
you from the hand of Saul; | gave you your master's house, and your master's wives into your
bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, | would
have added as much more....Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for
you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. (2 Samuel
12:1-10)

If any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. (Exodus 21:23-25)

"Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, to
turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that widows
may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their prey!” (Isaiah 10:1-2)

Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been
robbed. And do no wrong to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow... (Jeremiah 22:3)

When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.

The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien
as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God. (Leviticus
19:33-34)

| hate, | despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you
bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them. Though you bring choice
fellowship offerings, | will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! | will not
listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-
failing stream! (Amos 5:21-24)

With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands
of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God? (Micah 6:6-8)

Next: Sermon on the Mount and Parables



