
My dear brothers and sisters:                                                                      

I hope you are safe and well.  Fr. Baiju and I continue to 
pray for you during this unprecedented crisis. 

I would like to update you on a couple of matters and 
share my reflections with you on this Third Sunday of 
Easter.  In the gospel for this Sunday, we hear of two dis-
ciples on the way to Emmaus.  Jesus walks with them and 
earnestly listens to “all that occurred in Jerusalem.” 

During this pandemic, it is very comforting to have some-
one walk with you—companion you—and patiently listen 
to stories of loss, sadness, fear, stress, anxiety, loneliness, depression and isolation.  This sit-
uation is new for all of us.  This is the time to really listen to the experts of science, leaders 
and healthcare professionals.  Can we offer our listening ears and hearts to our young peo-
ple who are facing their own crisis of having no way to celebrate their milestone gradua-
tions, proms, college acceptances, Confirmation, etc. and so many are now experiencing dig-
ital learning.  Parents are faced with loss of job and so much stress dealing with daily chores 
including helping their children with their studies.  Grandparents are living in isolation with 
the fear of contagion of the virus.  These are times that we learn to listen to each other’s 
stories.  These are times we patiently walk with, accompany, and companion others who are 
fellow Covidian sufferers’. 

By this time you have received the response of the Georgia Bishops to Governor Kemps’ 
April 20 order.  The Bishops have listened to the medical experts, priests and laity who rec-
ommend a gradual re-opening of our parishes.  I agree totally with the recommendations 
and will begin consulting with the staff, and Pastoral and Finance Councils to implement a 
clear and organized “return home”  plan.  My ultimate interest is to maintain your safety and 
health. 

I do realize the longing and earnest desire for Eucharist that you have.  Fr. Baiju and I will 
continue to offer Mass, albeit virtually, for all of you.   

I want to offer my time to simply listen to those on the front lines of this pandemic, as well 
as those of you who want to share your struggle/pain/sadness, or whatever crisis  
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you may be having.  I encourage you to call at least two of your parishioners who need 

encouragement, support and care and just listen, it will do so much good. 

As for me, please call at this dedicated Covidline number:  970.306.6477 from 11:00am 

to 1:00pm and 4:00pm to 6:00pm Monday thru Friday.  If I don’t answer, please leave me 

a message and I will return your call.  Let’s all do what we can to help.  Parishioner, Kathy 

Byrne, a licensed professional counselor, is offering to speak to you as well, by phone at 

770.601.4107.  If you need further help, consider visiting the Holy Family Counseling Cen-

ter website or call them at 678.993.8494.  These are a few resources available to help us 

cope with the problems we are facing. 

As Deacon Randy shared in his reflection, “they recognized Him in the breaking of 

bread.”  The early Christian community recognized the needy among them and shared 

whatever they had so that everyone was cared for and fed.  Let’s recognize the needy 

among us and “break bread” with them this Sunday.  As you drop off your donations in 

support of the Southeast Gwinnett Food Co-Op, Fr. Baiju and I will greet you, at a safe 

distance, of course!   I offer my sincere thanks to all of you for your generosity in sharing 

your resources.   

So once again, I invite you to share and break bread with the hungry and open your ears 

and hearts to truly listen and accompany our parishioners, your families, neighbors and 

others. I assure you all my prayers and know that Fr. Baiju and I appreciate your kindness 

and generosity, and your reaching out to us, as well. 

May God bless you all and keep you safe and healthy. 

Fr. Cyriac C. Mattathilanickal, M.S. 
Pastor 
 


