
 
 

SHALOM SHUK 
 
The question is:  Where does “interfaith action” happen daily at Ohavi Zedek? One answer is:  In our 
Shalom Shuk, right outside our synagogue doors in the barn behind the our building.   
 
Every day people of all faiths gather for many purposes.  Some come to shop and some to donate. Some 
stop by and share joys or sorrows. Some come to just be, maybe look around, spend time talking to 
other shoppers and often to our wonderful staff.  And many have run into old friends and made new 
ones. 
 
Since its inception the Shuk has been more than a shop—over 12 years ago, when the barn was 
renovated, it was named The Shalom Shuk, Marketplace of Peace. And as its name suggests, our Shuk 
has consistently worked to be a welcoming place for the whole community—it is everyone’s shop and 
everyone’s place to come and be together. 
 
Yes, it does make money.  It is responsible for paying off the loan to build the new Ohavi Zedek kitchen, 
and before that it renovated the barn itself at an expense of over $80,000. Those are the 
payments/costs from the shop to Ohavi Zedek to support this market.  Its staff are paid.  For many of 
them this was a job that allowed them to have a positive place to work.  It is a shop where many are 
valued and welcomed for the first time in their working careers. It also donates clothing to members of 
our community who need it, but due to their circumstances, cannot pay for it.  It has given money to 
organizations in our community that support children of all ages and from all walks of life.   
 
It is a fulfillment, a Jewish commitment, to Hillel’s words,  
 
“If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
 If I am only for myself, what am I? 
 If not now, when?” 
 
With great love and thankfulness to all who have and continue to make the Shalom Shuk a true 
Marketplace of Peace. 
 

~Kay Stambler 
kay.stambler@gmail.com 

 

OZ’s Shalom Shuk North End Food Shelf Wish List 

Please join the Shalom Shuk and OZ Social Action in donating or ordering the goods needed by people 
living in Burlington’s North End. Our wish list, and an online order option can be found here.  


