
Hebrew School 
 
What a long and strange summer it has been...and the busiest one that I have had since 
becoming Director of Youth Education at OZ. Herding cats! Putting ducks in a row! 
Dotting i’s and crossing t’s. SO MANY DETAILS! But I’m actually very excited for the 
coming school year. While it is disappointing and frustrating to start the bulk of our 
program online, we have a strong plan in place. 
 
This year’s OZHS curriculum will be theme-based. This monthly focus will hold our 
learning experience across our age groups together and guide us in a more holistic 
approach to engagement. Teachers will be using a variety of tools to share content, 
including frontal teaching, movement, games, crafts, stories and debate. Each session has 
clear learning goals so staff can concentrate on the ‘how’ to teach instead of the ‘what’ to 
teach. In addition to our online classes, we will have monthly in-person gatherings, such 
as apple picking to celebrate the High Holidays, a tikkun olam project at the cemetery to 
learn about OZ matriarchs and patriarchs, a walking service at the Intervale exploring 
November’s theme of gratitude and a Chanukah Maccabiah competition. The weather 
could prove challenging, but we Vermonters are used to dealing with Mother Nature! 
 
OZHS will be distributing monthly Family Engagement Kits for kids and parents to 
peruse on their own time. Kits will include recipes, prayers, craft ideas with necessary art 
supplies, holiday items such as honey sticks and pomegranates, coloring pages for our 
youngers and puzzles for our olders, plus other items for their particular classes – Hebrew 
textbooks, worksheets and the like.  
 
To round out our variety of learning modalities and family participation, we will be 
offering online content delivery days for holiday celebrations and all school events. Kids 
can attend Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services without ever having to get out of 
their pajamas! I’ll be doing an apple pie baking demo for Sukkot and the Hebrew School 
will join in the congregation’s celebration of Simchat Torah with our new students 
receiving their mini-Torahs and Kitah Zayin students getting their siddurim. And never 
fear, the OZHS Desert Tent Jamboree will still go on! See you at the (online) oasis in 
November! 
 
It has taken a great deal of thought, energy and creativity to figure out ways to offer the 
best of OZHS online. Hebrew School staff and I have put in many extra hours and we 
have come up with a very comprehensive plan, one where our students can continue to 
learn, experience and stay connected. Once the world allows, we can easily pivot all of 
our plans to in-person learning.  
 
I hope that day comes soon. May 5781 be a better year. 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy. Wash your hands. 
 

~ Naomi Barell 
Director of Youth Education 


