
Interfaith/Social Action 
 
At this time of COVID-19, a renewed request for racial justice and of course, an election season, 
we have much to reflect upon as we enter our High Holy Days.  In my home I have a picture of 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel marching arm in arm with Martin Luther King, Jr. and other 
religious leaders in a march for racial equality in the mid-1960s.  Rabbi Heschel spoke of 
praying with his feet, a reflection of his linking marching for civil rights and prayer.   
 
Marching is not the only way to register our solidarity with the movement for racial and social 
justice.  There is another one close at hand. 
 
On Sunday September 13, from 3:00 pm to approximately 4:00 pm there will be a Zoom 
event commemorating the lives of two African-American slaves, owned by one of the 
daughters of Ethan Allen, who lived at what is now the location of the Ski Rack in Burlington. 
 Lavinia and her son Francis Parker were brought to Burlington to live here.   
 
The event is a project of Stopping Stones, an organization founded and led by our own Paul 
Growald, dedicated to achieving true racial justice for African-Americans and all members of 
our society.  At our ceremony, as has been the case in the five other states where Stopping Stones 
has held events, there will be an unveiling of permanent markers for Lavinia and Francis and 
speeches by members of the community, including leaders of the Vermont African-American 
community.   
 
I hope that many members of Ohavi Zedek will attend, including children who are old enough to 
understand racism and are committed to taking action against it.  
If you will be attending, you must register ahead of time.  In the weekly OZ email there will 
be a form that you can fill out to register for the event.    
 
There are a number of anti-racist initiatives that are emerging from the Adult Education 
Committee and the Social Action Committee, as well as from individuals within our OZ 
community.  Check out the OZ front lawn for the signs our community members have placed 
there. There will be more announcements to come.  In the meantime I will see you virtually on 
September 13 and during the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.   
 
Stay Healthy. 
 

Michael Schaal 
Chair Interfaith/Social Action Committee.    

 


