
FROM THE COORDINATOR 
 
Hello Ohavi Zedek community!  
 
As you may have heard, I’m working with OZ for the near-term to support the staff and leadership 
during this time of transition. I’ll be handling some of the Executive Director duties. You may know that 
my family are members of OZ and my daughter Isa attends the Hebrew School. My hope is to help 
cohere our community while I’m here and remind us why Jewish community itself is sacred.  
 
I can tell you that during the short period of time that I’ve taken on this role I’ve been quite astonished 
at the workload our tiny staff are under. Between all the email and meetings, it’s hard to get any actual 
work done, and that’s with the High Holidays looming right around the corner.  
 
I’m excited to work with OZ, particularly because of the extraordinary volunteerism our community 
exhibits. I’ve been a volunteer in innumerable capacities here in Burlington and on a national level as 
well. Volunteerism runs deep within me. I like to joke that I wish I could be paid to be a volunteer. ;)  
 
What’s so great about so many of you stepping up is the feeling that we support each other. We hold 
each other. We take care of each other. That’s everything to me. So, thank you for that! 
 
This year and a half has been hard for OZ and for the world. The crisis has put needed growth and 
changes for OZ into sharp relief. And yet when we’re all so overwhelmed… that’s hardly a fertile ground 
for growth mindset. It’s hard to embrace change when we want the comfort of what we know more 
than ever.  
 
I’m writing to all of you at this time and in this place to ask for your help to hold us during this difficult 
period. Keep volunteering! Keep leaning in and supporting our deeply intentional changes so that the 
staff, and the whole of OZ can continue to support each other for a long time. I appreciate you all for 
this and I promise you I will always be thinking of how we can better hold you. 
 

~ Joanna Grossman 
coordinator@ohavizedek.org 

 


