
JANUARY 2021 DEVOTIONS

     Scripture is full of stories through which we come to know God, and how 
God is constantly seeking to know us.
     
     January devotions will focus on the I Am - the internal nature of God; the 
invisible God revealed through the person of Jesus. God is present.     
     
     God’s desire to know Abraham, who recognized and welcomed God’s 
presence, blossomed into a special relationship. God came to the prophets 
so they would proclaim God’s message to humankind. The gospel of John 
includes the I Am sayings that help us to discern God’s heart and desire to 
know us, and to be known to us. God came directly to us in the person of 
Jesus. Jesus revealed himself as I Am identifying himself with the God of 
Moses.
     
     Names provide us with an identity. After Moses was called to undertake 
a dangerous assignment, Moses wanted to know God’s name. Would 
knowing God’s name provide some proof of who God was, and perhaps 
some assurance that he would survive his encounter with Pharaoh? 

     What does I Am say about God? For the next several weeks, we’ll 
explore Jesus’ identity as I Am in the Gospel of John.

                                                                      - Pastor Diane



Sunday, January 3, 2021 

I Am The Bread of Life - John 6:27-59  NRSV
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What 
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 
What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you 
the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is that which[a] comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.”
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to 
you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the 
Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never 
drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 
day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and 
believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last 
day.”
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now 
say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not 
complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who 
has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has 
seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 
Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of 
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is 
the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not 



die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the 
world is my flesh.”

     Do you ever have a gnawing in your stomach just before bedtime that 
says feed me, even though you’ve already had breakfast, lunch and 
supper, maybe even a mid-afternoon snack? You go to your kitchen 
thinking you’ll have a little something to eat. You grab an apple, and 
wouldn’t something cold to wash it down taste good? You notice the 
chicken leftover from dinner in the refrigerator, so you grab a piece and eat 
that. Then you notice the plate of cookies on the counter, and they’re small, 
so you eat two. You may be feel full, but are you satisfied? 
     The world around us tells us we won’t be satisfied until we’re full. C.S. 
Lewis said, I sometimes wonder whether all pleasures are not substitutes 
for joy. There is a lot of fullness that surrounds all of us. Everywhere we go, 
there’s noise - in restaurants, stores, at home - television, earphones 
connecting us with devices that provide music or podcasts. Technology 
provides us with email, Facebook, Twitter. Apple iPhones, computers, and 
tablets talk with each other. And then there’s all the stuff that fills our 
closets, basements, attics. How can we be any more full?
     You may wonder how this relates to today’s scripture from John? The 
narrative tells us that just five loaves of bread and two fish were enough to 
feed the crowd that gathered to see and hear Jesus. The food was passed 
around, and everyone had plenty. The people may have come that day 
somewhat confused, not sure what they would encounter in this man 
Jesus, but they left satisfied. They came needing more than to be filled, 
rather they found satisfaction in knowing Jesus.
     Perhaps we also need to look to know and be filled with Jesus, I Am the 
Bread of Life.

Questions to Ponder
-  How am I filling myself with Jesus?                                                                                    

Prayer 
Gracious God. Fill us with your love so that we may be satisfied. Amen.



Sunday, January 10, 2021  

I Am the Light - John 7:2, 14, 8-12  NRSV
Now the Jewish festival of Booths was near. 
About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple and began 
to teach. 
Go to the festival yourselves. I am not[a] going to this festival, for my time 
has not yet fully come.” After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 
But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not 
publicly but as it were[b] in secret. The Jews were looking for him at the 
festival and saying, “Where is he?” And there was considerable 
complaining about him among the crowds. While some were saying, “He is 
a good man,” others were saying, “No, he is deceiving the crowd.” 

     Moving from darkness to light is a significant theme throughout the 
Bible. In Genesis, The earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep..Then God said, Let there be light; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. Isaiah refers to the coming of the Messiah as the Light. In 
Revelation, There will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, 
for the Lord God will be their light.
     Jesus first said, I Am the Light of the World at the Festival of Booths 
probably on the night called the Grand Illumination. Giant torches 
illuminated the temple courtyard with people singing and dancing 
throughout the night. There Jesus identified as the Light for those looking 
for light and direction for their life journeys. There they remembered the 
torches that led the Israelites toward the Promised Land.
     Throughout life we experience darkness. Our paths are not always 
clear, and we may not be able to see where we’re heading or where the 
path will end. Through it all the Light will be present - guiding and leading 
us, loving us all the way. 

Questions to Ponder
- Think of a time when it seemed unclear where you were heading in life. 

How did the Light lead and guide you along the way?
- How can you offer the Light to others who may be experiencing a time of 

darkness?



Prayer
Lord of Light. We give thanks that you are always present, always leading 
through the darkness when our path may seem unclear. Amen.



Sunday, January 17, 2021

I Am The Good Shepherd and I Am the Gate - John 10:1-10 NRSV
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

     Sheep pens offer rest and protection from predators or bandits. As they 
enter the pen, a good shepherd checks them for parasites or injuries, 
tending to them as necessary. The gate provides security. Sheep enjoy 
roaming through the field, especially grazing.
     We’re like sheep too. We like to return to a familiar place to rest, to feel 
protected from what could harm us. Sometimes what feels familiar and 
secure can also feel imprisoning, so we venture out. That’s probably how 
most of us journey through life - searching for familiarity and predictability, 
and sometimes looking for something different, not our same old routine.  
     Jesus, the I AM, the Good Shepherd invites us to enter the pen or the 
sheepfold, and where we find salvation, the abundant life. When we need 
rest or protection, maybe something different - an adventure?, we can find 
it there. Jesus is the shepherd where we can experience grace, love, light, 
freedom, a unified community, and eternity.

Questions to Ponder
-   How does the Good Shepherd act within your life?
- Thinking of the image of a door, has Jesus ever become between you 

and something that threatened to harm you?



Prayer
Good Shepherd we come into your protection knowing you will protect us 
from harm, knowing that here we experience the abundant life, the 
Kingdom. Amen.



Sunday, January 24, 2021

I Am the True Vine - John 15:1-8  NRSV
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed[b] by the word 
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. 

     I Am the Vine is linked to Ancient Israel. Grapevines were often used to  
represent Israel in the Old Testament. Isaiah said, The vineyard of the Lord 
of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of  Judah are his peasant 
planting. The doorway entering the Temple had a Gian grapevine, carved 
with clusters of grapes (reportedly the size of someone’s head).
     When Jesus said, I Am the Vine, he proclaimed that the same authority 
and power of God that strengthened the Israelites resided within him as 
well. Jesus was and is the Son of God, and connected to the source of 
Israel’s strength. 
     We also stay connected to God’s power by staying connected to Jesus. 
How? Be a branch. On one side clinging to the vine; the other producing 
fruit. And, don’t forget to pinch away the suckers that take a way energy 
and lessen the quality of the fruit.

Questions to Ponder
- Am I clinging, staying connected to Jesus?
- What do I need to pinch away so that God’s energy keeps flowing 

through and I produce quality fruit?

Prayer
We cling to the true Vine knowing that the branches will not bear fruit 
unless your energy is flowing through unhindered. Amen.



Sunday, January 31, 2021  

I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:1-7
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you,I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. And you know the way to the place I am going.”  
Thomas said to him, “Lord we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the Truth, the Way, and the 
Life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you 
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.”

     This can be a troubling scripture. It’s been used to discredit other 
religions, and weaponized again people from other faiths. Rather than 
inviting people into the church, it has sometimes driven them away. 
     Jesus was talking with his disciples already following his way 
following the last supper in the upper room. It was not a large crowd of 
people from other religions or faiths. He was preparing them for his 
departure. Jesus wanted them to let them know that although he 
would no longer be physically present with him, they would have a 
connection with heaven. He would be their access to God.
   These words continue to assure those who follow Christ that their 
faith is genuine, they have a real connection with Christ, and their path 
leads to God.

Questions to Ponder
- How would you share what it means that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and 

the Life?
- What does it means to follow Jesus’ way?

Prayer
Christ lead to follow you - the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Amen.
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