
Second Peter 
The Forgotten Letters of the Bible Series 

Outline 

1:1-15—The Christian’s 

calling, part one 

1:16-22—The vision of the 

coming of Christ, part one 

2:1-22—The condemnation 

of the false prophets 

3:1-13--The vision of the 

coming of Christ, part two 

3:14-18—The Christian’s 

calling, part two 

Key Verses 

1:3-4 

2:18-22 

3:8-13 

Overview 

Second Peter addresses the thorny issue of why there is a delay in the 
second coming of Christ, as anticipated by the early Christians. There 
were “false prophets” in the churches teaching that there would be no 
second coming and no day of judgment, and exhibiting immoral behavior 
(lust, slander and greed). The letter is a last will and testament (1:14) in 
which the author shares the vision of the coming of Christ, an explana-
tion for the delay, and words of encouragement for the reader to keep 
living a godly life. The letter uses several stories from the Old Testament 
to make its point about false prophets and the judgment day when Christ 
returns: the creation story, Noah, Lot, and Balaam.  

 

 

 

Context 

As the first generation of believers died off, the delay in the promised 

coming of Christ raised doubts. And as Christianity transitioned from a 

Jewish to a Greek cultural context, the Jewish imagery of the last days 

was foreign and offensive. It is unclear when or where the letter was 

written, but it was perhaps as late as the mid-second century.  

Reflection Questions  

How does Second Peter describe the process of growing in grace in 1:5-

8? Which one do you struggle with? 

 

How can you tell who is a “false prophet”?  

 

How does the letter describe the “day of the Lord” in 3:10-13? Do you 

think this is relevant today?  

Second Peter says “we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home” (3:13). Use your imagination to describe what 

this would look like and sound like. Try writing it as a story or drawing a 

picture to symbolize it. 
 

“With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like 
one day.”—3:8  


