
Hebrews 
The Forgotten Letters of the Bible Series 

Outline 

Chapters 1-2: Christ and the 

Angels 

Chapters 3-10: Christ the 

Priest, Sanctuary, Covenant 

and Sacrifice 

Chapters 11-13: Call to Faith-

fulness and Fellowship 

Key Verses 

1:1-4 
4:14-16 
9:23-28 
10:23-25 
11:1 
12:1-2 
13:1-2 
13:8 

Overview 

Technically speaking Hebrews is not a letter, although it has an ending 
like a letter (13:19-25). It is an extended sermon. Hebrews is a series of 
expositions on the psalms followed by words of encouragement based 
on those expositions. Hebrews describes Jesus Christ as the “pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith” who renews our commitment (12:2) because he is 
both on our level and high above us. He endured the same temptations 
we face (2:11). He is also the all-sufficient sacrifice and eternal priest. 
The temple and sacrificial imagery are part of a two-tier worldview of 
earthly and heavenly realms. The heavenly dimension governs the earth-
ly dimensions of reality for Hebrews. Jesus as the heavenly priest and 
sacrifice is the alternative to the earthly rituals.  
 
 
 
 

Context 

Traditionally Hebrews was attributed to Paul, but the style is different 
from Paul’s letters. Hebrews does not specify who wrote it, but scholars 
have speculated that it might have been Barnabas, Apollos or Priscilla. It 
was probably composed after 60 c.e. and before 95 c.e. because the ear-
ly Christian letter 1 Clement, which was written after that time, quotes 
Hebrews. It was written to a congregation of “second-generation mem-
bers” who may have experienced a crisis and were tempted to abandon 
the faith. Some had already abandoned the church (10:25).  They may 
have been Jewish Christians who were attracted to return to Judaism.  

Reflection Questions  

When have you been discouraged in your faith?  

Read 4:14-16 and 9:23-28. How can this portrait of Jesus encourage you 

to continue to be faithful? 

Read 10:23-25 and 13:1-2. What do you need to do to renew your com-

mitment?  

This week as you go about your affairs and encounter strangers, remem-
ber Hebrews 10:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some entertained angels without knowing it.”  
 

“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”—12:1-2 


