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Fostoria businesses can now 
apply for a grant to help them 
recover from the effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Ogden 
Newspapers Inc., the parent com-
pany of the Review Times, has 
established a $1 million fund to 
help local businesses get back to 
full strength by subsidizing local 
marketing efforts through match-
ing advertising dollars.

“We know businesses and 

workers here are hurting; we’re 
hurting, too,” Jeremy Speer, pub-
lisher of the Review Times, said. 
“But if we can pull together as a 
community, we can weather this. 
Here at the Review Times, we 
want to do everything we can 
to help everyone get through the 
pandemic and get back to work. 
With these matching grants, we 
can help local businesses tell their 
story as they rebuild.”

Businesses operating in the 
Fostoria area market can apply 
for a grant of up to $15,000 today 
at https://www.ogdennews.com/
communitygrant. Applicants will 
receive a response to their appli-
cation within one to two business 
days.

The fund is open to all locally 
owned and operated businesses 
impacted by coronavirus, Speer 
said, whether or not they are cur-

rent advertisers of the Review 
Times. Grant money can be used 
for local print and online advertis-
ing in the Review Times and at 
www.reviewtimes.com between 
April 1 and June 30, 2020. 

“A community newspaper is 
only ever as strong as the commu-
nity it serves,” said Bob Nutting, 
President of Ogden Newspapers. 
“As a family-owned business oper-
ating for almost 130 years, we 

have learned that the only way to 
pull through the hard times is to 
stand with your partners and cus-
tomers. We are proud to offer this 
assistance to the local businesses 
that form the backbone of the 
communities where we publish.”

Ogden Newspapers operates 
more than 40 daily newspapers 
across the country, plus a number 
of weekly newspapers and a maga-
zine division. 

$1 million fund established to help local 
businesses recover from coronavirus
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Water park
A weekend of rain leaves a shelter house cut off from the rest of Gray Park in this photo taken Sunday afternoon. 
The Portage Creek, which runs between the park and ProMedica Fostoria Community Hospital was a few feet 
from reaching the bottom of the Vine Street bridge. The city does not keep an official measure of rainfall, but an 
estimated 2 inches of rain fell since Friday.
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With most Ohioans now hunkered 
down due to the threat of COVID-19, 
there’s still something everyone can 
do to help insure their communities 
have needed resources in the future, 
and it’s as close as the mailbox.

By now, every Ohioan should 
have received their invitation to be 
counted in the census of 2020. It 
takes about 10 minutes to complete 
the census by phone, computer or 
mail. The numbers will dictate how 
federal and state dollars are spent for 
the next 10 years.

Fostoria Mayor Eric Keckler 
champions the cause.

“The census is very important for 
us because grant money and differ-
ent social programs are tied to the 
census. This affects schools, library 
and many of the grants we apply for 
as a community,” he said.

First Call For Help’s Libra Martin 
and United Way Executive Director 
Evelyn Marker spearhead a commit-
tee designed to help get the message 
out that Fostoria residents need to fill 
out and submit their census forms.

But that message is at-risk of get-

ting lost in the din of concern over 
the pandemic.

The U.S. Constitution requires 
that a complete count of citizens be 
made every 10 years. The first census 
was taken in 1790.

It’s estimated that in 2010, only 78 
percent of Hancock County residents 
participated in the census. That left 
$50 million in potential state and fed-
eral funds “on the table,” according to 
Muryn; money that could help local 
communities be better positioned for 
emergency just like now.

Local governments use the data 
for public safety and emergency pre-
paredness.

Communities can use the data to 
drive initiatives, and businesses use 
the census in decision making.

Nationwide, it’s estimated that 
about 5 percent of children under the 
age of 5 were not counted in the 2010 
census. That’s about 1 million chil-
dren, the highest of any age group, 
according the Census Bureau.

Children should be counted where 
they sleep most of the time. In equal 
shared parenting or other split hous-
ing arrangements, count them where 
they slept on April 1.

Count babies as part of the house-
hold, even if they are still in the hos-
pital as of April 1.

The child count is important for 
government funding meant to assist 
families, like help with food or medi-
cal care.

Census data determines the dis-
tribution of about $675 billion in fed-

eral funds that support programs for 
housing, education, transportation, 
employment, healthcare and public 
policy. 

The data is also used to redraw 
the boundaries of congressional and 
state legislative districts and deter-
mine the number of congressional 
seats each state has in the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

Complete redistricting informa-
tion will be delivered to each of the 
50 states in March 2021.

Letters went out in mid-March, 
and every household should receive 
a notice to participate in the census. 
Each letter includes an unique identi-
fier number. One individual can fill 
out the census for his or her entire 
household. The deadline for response 
is April 1. 

Expect follow-up reminders in 
the mail, and eventually a paper 
questionnaire will be sent. Census 
Bureau workers will begin visiting 
homes which have not replied by the 
end of April.

Federal law prohibits the release 
of census information that would 
identify any individual, and the infor-
mation can only be used to produce 
statistics.

The Census Bureau will not ask 
for Social Security numbers, bank 
or credit card information, money 
or donations, or anything on behalf 
of a political party.

More information is available 
online at 2020census.gov.

Fill out your 
Census 2020 form 

and send it in

Want grant money 
for Fostoria?

By LOU WILIN
FOR THE REVIEW TIMES

Continually clean door 
knobs, sink handles, bath-
room doorknobs, cup -
board knobs, toys, tables, 
hard-backed chairs, light 
s w i t c he s ,  t e l e v i s ion 
remotes and other “touch-
ables.”

Wash the rags, don’t 
keep reusing them. Empty 
the trash.

Repeat. Continually.
That’s the advice of 

Patti Tisci, president of 
Basol Maintenance Ser-
vice, for disinfecting your 
home during this corona-
virus outbreak.

Basol is selling to the 
public a product it uses: 
“Spryte Neutral pH Disin-
fectant.” But local stores 
sell other products that 
can get the job done, too.

Be a good consumer 
and read labels, said Ben 
Smith, owner of A Team 
Cleaning.

“Because something 
smells good doesn’t mean 
it’s the right product,” he 
said. “My only recom-
mendation is to read the 
bottle and make sure that 
you are getting something 
that is rated to kill known 
viruses and bacteria.”

COVID -19 wi l l  not 
be listed on any bottle, 
because the virus is new. 
But agents that kill SARS, 
H1N1, etc. will mention it 
on the bottle. 

Most experts say those 
cleaners should likewise 
ki l l  COVID-19, Smith 
said.

Wear disposable gloves 
when cleaning and dis-
infecting surfaces, the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention says. 
Gloves should be dis -
carded after each clean-
ing. 

If reusable gloves are 
used, those gloves should 
be dedicated for cleaning 
and disinfection of sur-
faces for COVID-19 and 
should not be used for 
other purposes. 

You should wash your 
hands immediately after 
gloves are removed, the 
CDC says.

Some other protection 
measures for the home, 
recommended by the 
CDC:

• Clean electronic tab-
lets, touch screens, key-
boards, remote controls 
and other devices with 
alcohol-based wipes or 
sprays containing at least 
70 percent alcohol. Dry 
the surface thoroughly.

• When doing laundry, 
wear disposable gloves. 
Wash your hands with 
soap and water as soon 
as you remove the gloves. 

Do not shake dirty 
laundry. 

Launder items accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

Us e  t he  w a r me s t 
appropriate water setting 
and dry items completely. 

Clean and disinfect 
clothes hampers.

Dirty laundry from an 
ill person can be washed 
with other people’s items.

Experts offer tips for disinfecting 
home during coronavirus outbreak

Clean ‘touchables,’ 
wash hands and 
repeat, often


