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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Seneca County Awarded $2.75 Million Grant to Address Housing Shortages in Fostoria and Tiffin
Seneca County, Ohio — The Seneca County Land Reutilization Corporation, in collaboration with the City of Tiffin, City of Fostoria, Fostoria Economic Development Corporation, and Tiffin-Seneca Economic Partnership, is proud to announce the award of a $2.75 million grant under the Welcome Home Ohio program. This grant will support the construction of 8-10 new affordable, owner-occupied homes—in Fostoria and in Tiffin—marking a step toward addressing the county's housing shortfall.
This project was initiated in response to housing studies conducted by both municipalities and Seneca County over the last few years, which have identified a critical need for modern, affordable workforce housing to support local economic growth and address outdated housing stock.
“The Welcome Home Ohio program is a transformative opportunity for our community,” said Fostoria Mayor Don Mennel. “By providing new, affordable homes, we’re not just building houses; we’re strengthening families, supporting local businesses, and creating a brighter future for Fostoria.”
The initiative leverages a collaborative approach, with local stakeholders contributing to the success of the program. The $2.75 million grant will cover the project cost, ensuring long-term affordability through deed restrictions. Each property will remain affordable for 20 years, offering stability for residents earning less than 80% of the area median income.
“This grant demonstrates what we can achieve when we work together,” said Tiffin Mayor Lee Wilkinson. “These homes will provide much-needed housing for our growing workforce, improve quality of life, and help keep our residents rooted in the community.”
The program is expected to have far-reaching economic and social impacts, including:
· Expanding workforce housing to attract and retain skilled employees.
· Reducing commuting costs for local workers.
· Strengthening community stability by enabling residents to live near their workplaces.
“This is a victory for everyone in Seneca County,” said Seneca County Commissioner Tony Paradiso. “This grant addresses our housing challenges head-on and lays the foundation for future economic and community development. It’s a win-win for our residents and our local businesses.”
The construction projects are set to begin in 2025 and be completed by the end of 2026. 
For more information about the Welcome Home Ohio Program, please contact Renee Smith at 419-435-7789 or at president@fostoriaedc.org. 
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