REPORT OF CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

To Mayor and Council of the City of Fostoria:

A majority of the members of the Charter Commission have met 14 times between October 9, 2020 and May 27, 2021 to study and examine the effectiveness of the Charter. 

Meetings included presentations by various experts in the management of city government, members of the public and inquiries at meetings by Council Members, the Mayor and other department heads.

After its review of the existing Charter, the Commission recommends that the Charter be amended to better advance the benefits of Municipal Home Rule in the exercise of the powers of local self-government under the Constitutions and Statutes of the State of Ohio.

The Commission recommends that the Charter be amended as set forth in the proposed amended Charter attached hereto.

The amendment to the Charter of the City of Fostoria, if adopted, changes the form of government of the City of Fostoria from a Council-Mayor government to a Council-City Manager form.

If adopted, the Mayor-President of Council will be elected as one officer, who shall preside over Council meetings, appoint committees, boards and commissioners with the approval of Council, and cast a vote to break ties in Council votes. The Mayor-President of Council shall not have the power to veto legislation. 
	
City Council will consist of the same four wards and three at-large Council members.

Council will hire a City Manager, who will manage the day-to-day affairs of the City including managing the department heads of various departments. Department heads and employees shall receive direction from the City Manager; and the members of Council are barred from interfering with or giving separate direction to the City departments under management by the City Manager. 

If the amendment is adopted, the Law Director and Auditor (Director of Finance) will hereafter be appointed with the approval of Council by the City Manager. Both officer’s duties will be essentially as set forth in the current Charter. Those qualified persons residing in Hancock, Seneca and Wood County will be eligible for appointment to these positions.

The amendment will also provide for a separate department of parks and recreation managed by a separately appointed board.

This report is submitted to the Mayor and Council pursuant to a motion approved by a majority of the Commission prescribed in Article 11.05 of the existing Charter.

The motion approves the proposal to amend the Charter with notice to the City Council to place the amendment on the ballot at the November 2, 2021 election to be approved or rejected by the electors of the City of Fostoria.



____________________________
Robert H. Green, Chairman
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