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The Current Status of COVID-19 in Seneca County and Beyond

CDC updated its vaccination and masking guidance on July 27, based upon what we’re learning about the Delta
variant of the virus that causes COVID-19. COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths are again rising after a
period of decline.

What are the updated recommendations?

v' Community leaders should encourage vaccination and masking to prevent outbreaks of the Delta variant. Current
Status: The Delta variant has been identified among Seneca County cases.

v Vaccination prevents severe illness, hospitalization, and death. It also helps reduce the spread of the virus in
communities, which puts both unvaccinated and fully vaccinated persons at risk. Current Status: 4 of the 6 current
Seneca County cases of COVID-19 are hospitalized. None of these individuals were vaccinated.

v" In areas with substantial and high transmission, everyone (including fully vaccinated persons) should wear a mask
in public indoor settings to help prevent the spread of the Delta variant and to protect others. Current Status: We
currently have LOW levels of community transmission in Seneca County.

v Universal indoor masking is recommended for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless
of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered prevention
strategies in place. These strategies include universal masking, physical distancing, frequent handwashing, cleaning
frequently-touched surfaces often, and staying home when sick.

Why have the recommendations been updated?
v Cases have increased over 300% from June 19 to July 23. These increases are being driven by the Delta variant.
» This variant is different than past versions of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. People infected with Delta have higher viral
loads- meaning more virus in their body- than with previous variants. This makes it spread more than twice as
easily from one person to another. The greatest spread of cases and severe illness is happening in places with
low vaccination rates.
» The highly contagious Delta variant now accounts for >80% cases, in comparison to <1% of cases in May.

v"  Delta is causing some infections among fully vaccinated persons (commonly referred to as “breakthrough”
cases), but most of these infections are mild. This is actually a sign that the all 3 vaccines are working as they
should, since they are preventing severe illness, hospitalizations, and death.

v" Much more concerning is the rapid spread of the Delta variant among unvaccinated persons, with virtually all
hospitalizations and cases occurring among this group. This is straining healthcare systems in many states, which
threatens providers’ ability to care not only for patients with COVID-19 but also those with other healthcare needs.
This strain could be lessened if more persons choose to get vaccinated soon. High vaccination coverage will reduce
spread of the virus and help prevent new variants from emerging.

What’s happening in Ohio?
» The number of new cases, hospitalizations, and ICU admissions reported each day in Ohio continues to increase,
as shown in this excerpt from the coronavirus.ohio.gov website (last updated 7/26):
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> 48.9% of eligible Ohioans have received at least 1 dose of COVID-19 vaccine, and 45.8% are fully vaccinated.

o <30% of residents in 6 counties- Holmes, Adams, Lawrence, Highland, Shelby, and Hardin- are fully
vaccinated. Three of these counties are in Ohio’s top 10 for new cases in the past 2 weeks (at #2, #3, and
#10).



https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#new-hospital-admissions
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_deathsper100klast7days

o >50% of residents in 9 counties- Delaware, Lake, Medina, Cuyahoga, Warren, Wood, Geauga, Summit, and
Ottawa- are fully vaccinated, and several more counties are very close! None of these counties is in Ohio’s
top 20 for new cases in the past 2 weeks.

What’s happening in Seneca County?
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We currently have LOW levels of community transmission in Seneca County, with just 6 active cases (although
4 of these are hospitalized). When determining the level of community spread, CDC takes into account 1) Case
rates (# of new cases per 100,000 residents in the past 7 days), and 2) Percent of COVID-19 tests that are positive.
Over the course of the pandemic, 5,505 Seneca County residents have been diagnosed with COVID-19, and 146 of
these individuals have died.

The Delta variant has been identified among Seneca County cases. Given low vaccination rates in some parts of

the county, combined with so many youth not yet eligible to be vaccinated, we may see quick spread in some
districts when kids go back to school. Both CDC and Ohio Department of Health are recommending universal

masking in the school setting to provide our children the best possible protection from being exposed or infected.

+%w Our rate of new cases declined slightly from 25.4 cases per 100,000 people (7/1-7/14/2021) to 23.6 per 100,000

(7/8-7/21/2021). However, we had just 1.8 new cases per 100,000 just 1 month ago (6/17-6/30)!

# We've reached the 40% partially vaccinated mark! 40.7% of local residents have begun and 38.7% have
% completed their COVID-19 vaccination series (as of 7/26/2021). Walk-ins are welcome at our Wednesday and

Thursday clinics between 9 am and 3:30 pm. We're also at the Seneca County Fair this week by the grandstands!

Current Status of COVID-19 Vaccinations in Seneca County
> Our goal is to get at least 50% (and ideally, closer to 75%) of local residents fully vaccinated so that the Delta
variant can’t wreak havoc here like it is elsewhere.

» To help us reach this goal, we are taking COVID-19 vaccinations “on the road” across Seneca County in July and

August. We’re very grateful to multiple individuals who have volunteered and/or allowed us to provide small 2-

hr pop-up vaccination clinics at their sites across the county. If you're willing to host a vaccine event at your
township hall, fire department, church, club meeting, community event, workplace, etc., please call Public
Health Nurse Meranda Koehl at (419) 447-3691, ext. 6337, or Director of Nursing Andrea Cook at ext. 6326.

» Seneca County General Health District has multiple COVID-19 vaccine clinics scheduled, and more are being
planned. We will be offering all 3 vaccines at these clinics. QUANTITIES OF THE 1-DOSE JOHNSON & JOHNSON
VACCINE ARE LIMITED. OHIO’S SUPPLY EXPIRES AUG 6 AND WE DON’T KNOW IF/WHEN WE’LL GET MORE.

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT
JuLy 25 26 27 Seneca County 28 Health Dept.-71S 29 Health Dept.-71S 30 Seneca 31
Fair- Tent near Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins County Fair-
grandstands; Walk in welcome 9a-3:30p welcome 9a-3:30p Tent near
9a-3p Seneca County Fair- Tent near Seneca County Fair- Tent near grand.stands;
grandstands; Walk in 9a-3p grandstands; Walk in 9a-3p Walk in 9a-3
AUGUST | 1 2 3 4 Health Dept.-71S 5 Health Dept.-71S 6 7 Fostoria
Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Farmers
welcome 9a-3:30p welcome 9a-3:30p Market- East
Meadowbrook Park- Oak T'ff{n & SO““_‘
Shelter Building- 5430 W Tiffin Wik, [FesieriE
St, Bascom; Drive through 1-3p Walk in 8a-2
8 9 Geary 10 11 Health Dept.- 71 S 12 Health Dept.- 71 S 13 14
Family YMCA- Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins
154 W Center welcome 9a-3:30p welcome 9a-3:30p
St, Fostoria;
Walkin 1-3p
15 16 17 18 Health Dept.- 71 S 19 Health Dept.-71S 20 21
Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins
welcome 9a-3:30p welcome 9a-3:30p
22 23 24 AVR Fire Dept- 25 Health Dept.-71S 26 Health Dept.-71S 27 28
221 S Main St, Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins Washington, Tiffin; Walk-ins
Attica; Walk in 1-3p welcome 9a-3:30p welcome 9a-3:30p

> NOW is the perfect time to get your teen aged 12-17 vaccinated against COVID-19 before the start of school.
Pfizer vaccine is currently available at Seneca County General Health District and the pharmacies at Walmart,
Kroger, and RiteAid (both Fostoria and Tiffin locations).




