
Upcoming Events 
The GGRWHC has developed the following programs on local women’s history for various organizations and 
venues. All are free and open to the public except for programs at conferences sponsored by Historical Society 
of Michigan and the National Genealogical Society.
Check for updates on our website (www.ggrwhc.org), Facebook, and Instagram, or by phone (616) 
574-7307.  Sign up at the website to receive electronic and/or hard copy newsletters or become a 
member to support our mission. 
Sunday, February 18, 1:30 pm and repeated at 3:00 pm
A Team of Her Own: Minnie Forbes & Negro League Baseball 
Grand Rapids Public Library, downtown, in the Computer Training Center, second floor
Co-sponsored by the Grand Rapids Study Club and the GGRWHC as part of Taste of Soul Sunday , Minnie Forbes will 
talk with former Grand Rapids Press columnist Jaye Beeler about her role as the last female owner of a Negro League 
baseball team; playing softball in 1947 for Cook's Brown Dolls, a Grand Rapids African American girls traveling team; 
and the time she played third base for the Kansas City Monarchs against the Grand Rapids Black Sox.  In 1956, when 
black baseball was winding down because of integration into the American major leagues, Minnie Forbes took over her 
uncle Ted Rasberry's team, the Detroit Stars. In her roles as secretary to the team, player, and then owner, Forbes 
interacted with such All-Stars as Satchel Page and Ozzie Guillen and visited the White House in 2013 as the guest of 
President Barack Obama. 

Wednesday, February 21, 1:30 pm
Links to the Local: Building a National Women's Elective History
GVSU Allendale Campus,  Kirkhoff Center, 2270
Sponsored by the Kutsche Office of Local History, Julia Bouwkamp and Jo Ellyn Clarey and will offer a version of their 
History Detectives presentation at GVSU for students, staff, and anyone who missed it in January. Their "Elective 
Detectives" talk reported how the historical charting of Grand Rapids women's candidacies for public office upends 
conventional wisdom and offers surprises about dates, the numbers of races, and the identities of women who participated 
in local politics beginning in 1887. Now the national crowdsourcing project Her Hat Was in the Ring has invited the 
GGRWHC to share its data with the world, helping others complete and complicate American women's history by seeking 
out every woman who ran before 1920. This unique historical accounting hopes to inspire cities across the nation to create 
their own comprehensive elective histories.

Thursday, March 15, 5:00 - 7:00
The GGRWHC Annual Reception 
John F. Donnelly Conference Center at Aquinas College
The annual reception immediately follows author Rebecca Traister's visit to Grand Rapids on March 13 discussing her 
book All the Single Ladies: Unmarried Women and the Rise of an Independent Nation.  The GGRWHC will add to the 
conversation by complicating the relationship between singledom and progress for women. To Traister's examples we will 
add vivid anecdotes about our own "single ladies" in Grand Rapids —single for so many different reasons—and we will 
lift a glass to favorite married ladies for their contributions to social reform and massive change in Grand Rapids's history.  
Honoring them we honor our researchers who have brought them back into the light.  
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Monday, March 19,  6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Where have all the Flowers Gone?  
Rediscovering Emma Cole's 19th Century Grand Rapids Flora 
Bunker Interpretive Center at Calvin College 

History and science met when Julie Stivers, who has been researching the work and life of botanist Emma Cole for years, 
teamed up with Calvin College Professors Crow and Warner and Calvin students    In 1901 Emma J. Cole published 
Grand Rapids Flora, a catalogue of plants growing without cultivation in Kent County. Julie will tell  of this remarkable 
high school teacher, world traveller, and Kent Scientific Institute botanist. The college students working on this project 
visited Cole’s sites and 116 years later compared their findings with Cole’s descriptions. 
Thursday, March 22,  7:00 pm 
Who in the World is Merze Tate?   
Grand Rapids Public Library, Ryerson Auditorium 
Author Sonya Bernard Hollins will update us on her research into the amazing life and mysteries of Merze Tate. An 
African American girl born in 1905 in rural Michigan, Tate graduated first in her class from Western Michigan University 
in 1927, earned a doctorate from Oxford University, worked for the State Department, and traveled around the world 
twice. She became a Howard University history professor and sometime U.S. diplomat, held patents, spoke five 
languages, wrote seven political books, and purchased a ticket for a flight into outer space before leaving a legacy of 
millions to educational institutions. Bernard Hollins will release a book on Tate soon. Maybe in March! Stay tuned. 

Friday & Saturday, March 23rd & 24th
Michigan in Perspective: The Local History Conference
Wyndham Garden in Sterling Heights, Michigan 
At this annual two-day conference sponsored by the Historical Society of Michigan, the GGRWHC's Ruth Stevens and  
Jo Ellyn Clarey will present Untangling Legalities and Legends in Michigan Women's Suffrage History; and the 
GGRWHC will be part of the largest local history exhibit for the state's largest local history audience of 600-700 
registrants. See the full conference offerings at  http://hsmichigan.org/conferences/local-history-conference/ and join the 
GGRWHC on Friday, the 23rd, at 1:45pm. Our program will lay out the history of legislative initiatives and court 
decisions  and reveal the crucial role played by nineteenth-century school board elections. These elections were a testing 
ground for women's suffrage and a launching point for women in elective office. Once again, we will evaluate the local 
and state history’s effect on the national story, illustrating the importance of full and accurate research about local women 
throughout the nation.  Conference registration required. 

Wednesday, May 2nd, 5:00-8:00 pm
National Genealogical Society 2018 Family History Conference
GGRWHC at NGS Society Night 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 
The national gathering of over 2000 family historians and genealogists will open its conference in Grand Rapids with 
"Society Night," where the GGRWHC will join other groups showcasing their organizations on the Center Concourse of 
the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. This event is open to the public,  as will be the huge exhibit hall during the conference. 
Check the Society website for details: https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/home 

Saturday, May 5, at 2:30 pm 
National Genealogical Society 2018 Family History Conference  
DeVos Place Convention Center, Grand Rapids 
Bringing Your Female Ancestors to Life with Archival Resources 
Featuring unique collections at the Grand Rapids Public Library and the ambitions of the Greater Grand Rapids Women’s 
History Council, this GGRWHC-sponsored session will focus on the building of and identification of unusual archival 
resources. It will highlight materials long available but unused when researching women (century-old furniture factory 
newsletters) as well as materials recently sought out and donated (individual’s suffrage scrapbooks) or purposefully 
created (the city’s women’s entire elective history; data on nineteenth-century African American women’s clubs). 
Librarian Julie Tabberer will illustrate how to think beyond the usual records and to identify sources with unexpected 
information. Women’s historian Jo Ellyn Clarey will discuss how disparate data uncovered by genealogists and historians 
can be collected and shaped for easier access and analysis. They will highlight the recently finished database featuring 
23,000 Kent County women war registrants in 1918. Conference registration required. 

http://hsmichigan.org/conferences/local-history-conference/


Wednesday, June 6, 2018 
Fourth Annual Midwestern History Conference 
Ralph W. Hauenstein Center, Grand Valley State University downtown campus 
The Long Reach of Midwestern Women into the WWI Council of National Defense and 1918 Children’s Programs—
We have offered a panel presentation for this day-long conference in Grand Rapids. Admission will be free, including a 
complimentary lunch, and is open to the public. The program is the second in a three-year GGRWHC project illustrating 
women's initiatives to create a home defense by guaranteeing healthy food sources, raising healthy children, and ensuring 
the health of women in the industrial work force. This year the GGRWHC will demonstrate how women’s programs 
benefited children, ensuring the ongoing health of the nation. Melissa Fox, Jayson Otto, and Sue Caldwell will integrate 
local histories into the national story by reporting on a variety of 1918 “Children’s Year” initiatives.


