
 
 
To: Acuitas Client 
From: Amra Džomba & Hayley Heath 
Memo: Michigan 2018 Ballot Proposals  
Date: July 20, 2018 
 
Acuitas Client, 
 
Here are the current state ballot proposals that are circulating around Michigan for 
November 2018. 
 
RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA: Proposed constitutional amendment to legalize, 
regulate and tax the use of marijuana for agricultural, personal, recreational, commercial 
or other purposes. Discretion to allow these businesses would fall on local governments 
with LARA responsible for their regulation.  
Opponents: No formal challenges were filed to the petition although some, like Healthy 
and Productive Michigan, opposed the concept of recreational marijuana before the 
Board of State Canvassers in April.  
Status: Board of State Canvassers approved signatures submitted by the coalition in 
April. The proposal was sent to the legislature for consideration but the 40-day window 
lawmakers had to consider the plan before the question went to voters expired. 
Contact: Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol, 2570 Champlain St., NWE Suite 
No. 12, Washington, D.C. 20009. 
Full Text of Proposal: For the full text of the proposal, click here 
MIRS Polling Data as of 6/28: 44% Support, 47% Oppose, and 9% Undecided 
 
EARNED SICK TIME LEAVE: Proposed initiated law to create the Earned Sick Time 
Act, requiring businesses to provide employees with a minimum of one hour of earned 
sick time for every 30 hours worked. Small business employees could earn up to 40 
hours paid sick time and other businesses employees could earn up to 72 hours of sick 
time. 
Opponents:  Small Business for a Better Michigan has challenged the petition claiming 
signs of fraud, duplicate signatures, signatures from non-registered voters and other 
defects. Attorneys for the business organizations challenging the earned sick time ballot 
proposal said just 225 of the 500 signatures the Bureau of Elections pulled as the 
sample for the proposal are valid.  
Status: In late May, MI Time to Care backers announced they had turned in more than 
380,000 signatures for the initiative. The Secretary of State is currently reviewing the 
submission 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Petition_-_Coalition_to_Regulate_Marijuana_Like_Alcohol_572185_7.pdf


Contact: MI Time to Care, P.O. Box 1502, Royal Oak, Michigan 48068. 
Full Text of Proposal: For the full text of the proposal, click here 
MIRS Polling Data as of 6/28: 67% Support, 17% Oppose 
 
VOTERS NOT POLITICIANS: Proposed constitutional amendment to create the 
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission and authorize the Commission to adopt 
reapportionment plans for Congressional, State Senate and State House of 
Representatives districts. The 13-member commission would consist of 5 independent 
members, 4 self-declared Democratic members, and 4 self-declared Republican 
members. Final maps for congressional and state House and Senate lines would require 
majority approval and support from at least 2 members of each political party on the 
commission.  
Opponents: No formal challenges have been filed although groups such as Citizens 
Protecting Michigan’s Constitution have come out in opposition. 
Status: The group submitted more than 425,000 signatures to the state in December 
2017, and petition backers have been fending off legal challenges ever since. The 
Michigan Court of Appeals ruled in favor of Voters Not Politicians on June 7, and 
ordered the Board of State Canvassers to put the proposal on the ballot, but the 
Supreme Court took up an appeal and is hearing oral arguments in the case July 18. On 
July 18th, the Supreme Court decided 3-0 against Citizens Protecting Michigan's 
Constitution, the group appealed to the Supreme Court, which quickly denied a stay on 
the appeals court ruling. 
Contact:  Voters Not Politicians, P.O. Box 8362, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49518 
Full Text of Proposal: For the full text of the proposal, click here 
MIRS Polling Data as of 6/28: 47% Support, 24% Oppose, and 28% Undecided 
 
MINIMUM WAGE: The ballot proposal would raise the minimum wage to $12 per hour 
by 2022. In addition, the minimum wage for tipped workers like waiters would rise until 
it was also $12 per hour by 2024. 
Opponents: Michigan Opportunity, an opposition group with ties to the Michigan 
Restaurant Association, claimed in a Court of Appeals filing that One Fair Wage's 
proposal is ineligible for November's ballot. Their claim is it, “unlawfully seeks to amend 
the current law by reference and without re-enactment and publication of that law as 
required.”  
Status: One Fair Wage Michigan Campaign Chair Alicia Renee Farris said the group 
turned in 373,507 signatures as part of its petition in May. The signatures are currently 
under the Secretary of State's review.   
Contact: Michigan One Fair Wage, P.O. Box 35174, Detroit, Michigan 48235. 
Full Text of Proposal: For the full text of the proposal, click here 
MIRS Polling Data as of 6/28: 64% Support, 30% Oppose 
 
PROMOTE THE VOTE: Proposal to implement no-reason absentee voting, give military 
members additional time to vote, let citizens register to vote anytime with proof of 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/MI_Time_to_Care_P_598254_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Voters_Not_Pol_p_598255_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/MI_One_Fair_Wage_601269_7.pdf


residency, allow straight party voting, protect secret ballots, and require audits for 
election results. 
Opponents: No formal challenges have been filed. 
Status: Signatures submitted by the League of Women Voters, the ACLU of Michigan, 
and the NAACP on July 9.  
Contact: Promote the Vote, 2966 Woodward Ave, Detroit, Michigan 48201 
Full Text of Proposal: For the full text of the proposal, click here  
MIRS Polling Data as of 6/28: 76% of Democrats Support; 36% of Republicans 
Support 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Petition_Promote_the_Vote_614273_7.pdf

