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The Effects of Income Inequality on Future Educational Achievement  

By Anailah Lamb-Towles – Coatesville Chapter 

 

Economic disparities continue to cast long shadows over the 

landscape of educational opportunities. A study I researched 

underlines a stark divide: students from lower-income backgrounds 

often bypass the traditional four-year university route due to 

prohibitive costs, opting instead for community colleges, trade 

schools, or immediate entry into the workforce. This financial 

gatekeeping not only restricts access to certain educational paths but 

also to the potential socioeconomic mobility that often comes with 

higher degrees from institutions like Harvard or Yale.  

Addressing this imbalance requires innovative solutions and community support. Initiatives like 

the YMWIC Foundation Inc., are pivotal, providing underrepresented students, like myself, with 

exposure to college life and arming us with the necessary tools for success after our secondary 

education and beyond.  

Another study in my research also highlighted that the success of Upward Bound programs in 

increasing college enrollment rates among less fortunate families is promising. The expansion of 

such programs could amplify this impact, embodying the adage “the more, the merrier,” and 

progressively bridging the educational divide. With concerted efforts and increased support, our 

futures could see a significant rise in higher education attendance and completion rates, fostering 

a more inclusive and diverse academic environment. 


