
Page 1 

 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN EASTER:  
THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 
MAY 24, 2020; 8:45 A.M.  

   

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
Congregational participation in bold  Service from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

 

OPENING HYMN  

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken  HYMN 523 v. 1, 2 
 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

He whose word cannot be broken 

Formed thee for his own abode; 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 

See! the streams of living waters, 

Springing from eternal love, 

Well supply thy sons and daughters 

And all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint, when such a river 

Ever flows their thirst to assuage? 

Grace which, like the Lord, the giver, 

Never fails from age to age. 

 

Blest inhabitants of Zion, 

Washed in the Redeemer’s blood! 

Jesus, whom their souls rely on, 

Makes them kings and priests to God. 

’Tis his love his people raises 

Over self to reign as kings: 

And as priests, his solemn praises 

Each for a thank-offering brings. 
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THE EASTER ACCLAMATION BCP 355 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION  BCP p. 355 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.  BCP p. 356  

People: Christ, have mercy.  

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.  

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY       BCP p. 226 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but 

send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our 

Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON: A READING FROM ACTS 1:6-14 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” 
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Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 68:1-10, 33-36 (in unison) BCP p. 676 
1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him 

flee before him. 

2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; as the wax 

melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be 

merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the 

heavens; YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom;  

but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched 

through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of 

God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; you refreshed 

the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you have 

made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord. 

34  He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; he sends forth his voice, 

his mighty voice. 

35  Ascribe power to God; his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the 

skies. 

36  How wonderful is God in his holy places! The God of Israel giving 

strength and power to his people! Blessed be God! 
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THE SECOND LESSON: A READING FROM 1 PETER 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you 

to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 

insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 

shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, 

is resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 

exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 

Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 

prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 

faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 

undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the 

power forever and ever. Amen. 

  Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL HYMN   

Beneath the Cross of Jesus HYMN 498 v. 1, 2 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 

The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way 

From the burning of the noontide heat and the burden of the day. 

 

Upon that cross of Jesus mine eyes at times can see 

The very dying form of one who suffered there for me; 

And from my smitten heart with tears two wonders I confess: 

The wonders of redeeming love, and my unworthiness. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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A READING FROM JOHN 17:1-11 

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over 

all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is 

eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 

gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed.  

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 

that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 

know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 

am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 

behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 

longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 

one, as we are one.” 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

GOSPEL HYMN  

Beneath the Cross of Jesus HYMN 498 v. 3 
 

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

Content to let my pride go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 

 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Ripp Hardaway 

 

THE NICENE CREED (please stand) BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 

of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
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Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 

with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 

is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 

one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (please kneel)  Form III, BCP p. 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  

 That we all may be one. 

  

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

 That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

  

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

 That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

  

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

 That our works may find favor in your sight. 

  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

 That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

  

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

  

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 (The People may add their own petitions.) 
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Celebrant: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the 

multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you 

for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE (please stand) BCP p. 360 

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

  

SHARING LIFE TOGETHER-ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

OFFERTORY HYMN 
God Will Take Care of You  Solo, Bill Reeves 

Be not dismayed whate'er betide, 

God will take care of you. 

Beneath His wings of love abide; 

God will take care of you. 

 

Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 

Thro' every day, o'er all the way. 

He will take care of you; 

God will take care of you. 

Thro' days of toil when heart doth fail; 

God will take care of you. 

When dangers fierce your path assail; 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

No matter what may be the test, 

God will take care of you. 

Lean, weary one, upon His breast; 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

THE DOXOLOGY (please stand) HYMN 380 v. 3  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below:  

Praise him above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        Eucharistic Prayer A; BCP p. 361 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.  

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to 

praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is 

the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 

world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has 

won for us everlasting life.  
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who forever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 

SANCTUS  BCP p. 362 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

(The people kneel or stand.) 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 

when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 

mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 

stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 Christ has died.   

 Christ is RISEN.   

 Christ will come again. 

  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 

you these gifts. 

  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 

also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 

of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 

and forever. AMEN! 

  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

   

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant: ALLELUIA! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. ALLELUIA! 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

ACT OF RECEPTION PRAYER 
In union, blessed Jesus,  

with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 

where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  

I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

for creation and all the blessings of this life,  

for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, 

for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

And particularly for the blessings given me.  

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  

and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

I pray you to come into my heart.  

I unite myself with you and embrace you  

with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  

Let nothing separate me from you;  

let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
Follow 
 

I’ve found love, as deep as the ocean, 

And your eyes, they hit me like a train 

And your words serenade me like the sweetest of songs 

Here I find peace again, again 
 

I will follow, I will follow 

I will follow, I will follow 
 

There’s a song, and it’s louder than music 

Can you hear me when there's no sound? 

Joy, ’cause I dance with the angels 

Take me higher, I’m not coming down. 

And your words serenade me like the sweetest of songs 

Here I find peace again 

 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING      BCP p. 366 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and 

for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
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your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do 

the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 

Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 

you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-

pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation HYMN 518 v.1,3, 4 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

Chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever, 

And her confidence alone. 

 

To this temple, where we call thee, 

Come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

With thy wonted loving-kindness 

Hear thy servants as they pray, 

And thy fullest benediction 

Shed within its walls alway. 

 

Here vouch-safe to all thy servants 

What they ask of thee to gain; 

What they gain from thee, forever 

With the blessed to retain, 

And hereafter in thy glory 

Evermore with thee to reign. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
Celebrant: ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!   

Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God. ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 


