
Christ the King Sunday – November 22, 2020 

Welcome – Interim Bishop Murray D. Finck 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 

that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus we are forgiven, 

by Jesus we are welcome, 
in Jesus we are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn – “Shout to the Lord” Praise Team at 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Simi Valley (lyric 

on screen) 

 

 

 



First Reading: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 – Seminarian Edgardo 

Ramirez, TEEM Pastor ADORE, LA  

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone 

and falls and does not have another to help. 11 Again, if two lie together, 

they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though one 

might prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not 

quickly broken. 

Children’s Chat – Yolanda Mosley, LRCC & Mt. Cross, 

Camarillo  

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put 
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 

just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family 
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 

visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take 
care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 



The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon – Interim Bishop Murray D. Finck 

 
Sermon Hymn – O God, Beyond All Praising – Shepherd of 
the Valley, Simi Valley (lyric on screen) 
 

Ministry Moment – Bethlehem Chinese Ministry – Pastor 
John Yu  
 
Prayer – American Lutheran, Burbank Virtual Choir (lyric 
on screen) 

 
Prayer’s of God’s People – Seminarian Pastor Kyle 
Johnson, serving in Wilmington, Illinois 
 

On this the last Sunday of the church year, let us pray to see God’s reign in 
the church, in the world, and with all in need, responding to each petition 
with the words “In mercy, receive our prayers.” 

A brief silence. 

Great God, we praise you for sustaining the church through another year of 
grace. Continue to shepherd your people with your tender care. Sustain the 

social ministries of the body of Christ, and increase ecumenical sharing of 
opportunities for ministry. We pray for our lay leaders, tech crews and 
worship teams. We also pray for our next bishop, prepare their heart even 

now.  

A brief silence. 

You are the great and holy God: 

In mercy, receive our prayers. 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages, that your reign may be 
honored throughout the world. Be with the people of Armenia, Ethiopia, and 

Hong Kong. Bless the work of the United Nations and of agencies that 
promote the wellbeing of all peoples. 

A brief silence. 

You are the great and peacemaking God: 
In mercy, receive our prayers. 



Bring a peaceful conclusion to the American national elections. Bless all the 
newly elected officials with a love of concord and a desire for justice. Turn us 

away from historic prejudices, and show us your image in each of our 
neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

You are the great and reconciling God: 
In mercy, receive our prayers.  

Visit American homes on Thanksgiving Day. When we are separated from 

loved ones, embrace us with your care. Keep gatherings safe. Even in our 
reduced celebrations, give us voices to offer thanks to you for your perpetual 
blessings. 

A brief silence. 

You are the great and generous God: 
In mercy, receive our prayers.  

We beg you to end the earth’s pandemic. Bring healing to the millions who 
are suffering from the coronavirus – any who are sick, dying, despairing, 
isolated, unemployed, and all exhausted medical workers. Guide researchers 

in developing a vaccine. 

A brief silence. 

You are the great and eternal God: 

In mercy, receive our prayers. 

Receive our prayers, O triune God: Father of glory, Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Spirit of wisdom, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Ministry Moment – Grace Diner – Grace, Culver City 
 
Sending Song – “I Will Call Upon the Lord” – LRCC (lyrics 
on screen) 

 

Blessing – Bishop Finck 

May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 



who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

Dismissal – Bishop Finck 

Beloved of God, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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