
A Fly on the Wall... 
Mrs. Wyatt & Mrs. Zuidemas’s 2s 

The twos kicked off the holiday season by following 

the rest of the school in the Halloween parade, and 

they were fantastic! We started the month of 

November with a visit from Quiver Farms with a 

dozen duck eggs. Within a week, we had lots of little 

ducklings to entertain us until they had to go back 

to the farm. We truly enjoyed their company! Also 

during the month of November, we will be talking 

about fall, Thanksgiving, squares, and the color 

brown. You will be seeing lots of turkey projects 

making their way home. In our circle time, we have 

been searching for turkeys in different color houses, 

counting squirrels and acorns, reciting a finger play about golden autumn leaves, and singing a 

song about a turkey. Don’t forget to check cubbies for weather appropriate clothing, and 

remember that our playground time can be quite chilly. Lots of layers are good for this crazy 

Baltimore weather. As always, we thank you for sharing your children with us. 

Mrs. Smith’s Values  

Thanksgiving is high season for 

gratitude, it is a ideal time to talk 

to your children about 

remembering their blessings. 

8 Ways Kids Can Give Thanks 

(Parents Magazine 2019) 

Shop, Buy, and Share 

De-clutter and Donate 

Volunteer Your Time 

Talk About The First Thanksgiving 

Write Notes Of Appreciation 

Remember Family 

Appreciate Small Moments 

Keep Gratitude Going 
 

Mrs. Craig’s PE  

The chilly weather this week 

may have kept us indoors, but 

it did not stop us from getting 

in some fun and exercise! The 

students enjoyed an obstacle 

course made up of all kinds of 

equipment - balance beams, 

tunnels, a large wedge to roll 

down, a giant “donut” to 

climb in and out of and more. 

The children loved moving 

around and around, under 

and over, in and out, and 

across!  

 

Miss B’s Music 

The sounds of the season 

are bouncing around in 

the hallway of the music 

room. The children are 

working hard on learning 

special songs for the 

Thanksgiving service and 

the Christmas pageant. 

They are excited about 

singing and can’t wait to 

share them with you! 



Mrs. Barta’s Pre-first 

 

Pre-first is learning all about the First Thanksgiving and the 

history behind it all.  We have read many books related to this 

and the children are writing and illustrating their own version 

of the First Thanksgiving.  I love seeing the amazement in the 

children’s eyes when we talk about how life was almost 400 

years ago!  In phonics, we have wrapped up our unit on 

digraphs and moved on to the “bonus letter” spelling rule – ff, 

ll, ss and sometimes zz.  We will also be learning some glued 

sounds which are multiple letters together that make one 

sound such as –all in ball, -am in ham and –an in fan.  In 

Math, we have been learning about time, odd and even 

numbers and comparing numbers to find out which is greater 

than, less than or equal to another number. Thank you for 

taking the time to meet with me for parent teacher 

conferences.  You have wonderful children, and I am happy 

to share all their amazing progress and accomplishments. 

Mrs. Knott’s World Cultures 

Our recent travels have focused on learning more about continents 

and oceans and the animals that live there. Using an interactive 

globe and our cartography skills, we continue to learn more about 

our world and how it fits together. We are excited to break out our 

passports and begin our travels where we will learn all about 

children around the world through games, cooking, literature , crafts 

and festivities.  

Mrs. Hooper & Mrs. Grieves’ 3s 

We have had some nice Fall weather so the 3 Day 3's have 

exercised their large motor skills; climbing and running on the 

playground, riding bikes and "creating" in the sandbox. Be sure 

to send your kiddies in warm clothes, hats and MITTENS, for our 

continued outdoor fun!  YELLOW SQUARES are November's 

color and shape and Hickory Dickory Dock is our nursery rhyme 

for the month.  We have made square collage place mats, 

painted squirrels with acorns and we will make a yellow square 

turkey next week!  The children's small motor skills are certainly 

improving as they enthusiastically cut out shapes with scissors , create with play dough and draw 

many colorful pictures at the morning tables!  This week, we finished the letter "J" for jump, jolly, 

jaguar and our classmate "Jake".  Each day we review the alphabet and we ALL enjoy thinking of 

new words and names that start with the letters we've covered.  As the children prepare for the 

all school Thanksgiving service, on the 26th, we are practicing the many special songs and 

discussing all that we are Thankful for.....friends, sisters, brothers, mommies, daddies and our 3 Day 

3's class to name a few!  Thanksgiving corn with its square kernels and a colorful Turkey with its 

square feathers have helped the children learn that squares have 4 equal sides.  Have fun 

playing shape , color and capital letter "I SPY" with your little ones to help reinforce what they're 

learning!  Looking forward to seeing you all at the Thanksgiving service and we wish you a 

wonderful holiday full of food, fun and family.....ENJOY!!!! 



Mrs. Astley & Mrs. Doherty’s 2s  

Turkeys, Fall, Squares! Oh My!  What a busy November the 2s 

have had.  This month the 2 Day 2s have been focused on 

learning the color brown, the square shape, Fall and 

Thanksgiving.  We have been working on following directions, 

and our listening skills.  Both of these skills have been 

important to our daily routine and getting familiar with Circle 

Time. We continue to read and sing and these 2s especially 

love the book Run Turkey Run and the song "A Turkey is a Silly 

Bird".  We have had lots of fun projects with Turkeys, Acorns, 

and Leaves. The Thanksgiving Feast will be such a special 

time as the entire school will be together as one. Please 

continue to dress your children in layers and send in a warm 

coat, hat and mittens when possible.  The weather is 

changing and we go outside whenever we can.  Also if you 

haven't changed out your spare set of clothes for Fall/Winter 

ones, please do so.  It's such a joy to come to school and be 

with your children and watch them grow and learn weekly.  Thank you for all you do and your 

continued support!      

Mrs. Craig’s Science 

 

This week all science classes enjoyed a little kitchen 

chemistry by making ice cream! It was an experiment 

that fit into each class unit of study: Pre-K was working on 

the letter I, Kindergarten has been creating “potions”, 

and Pre-First has been learning about states of matter. 

The students had fun combining the ingredients, shaking 

and chilling them in bags of ice and salt, and of course, 

taste testing their sweet concoction!  

 

 

Mrs. Loeb & Mrs. Knott’s Pre-k 

 

A chilly hello from Mrs. Loeb's and Mrs. Knott's Pre-K! We hope 

you all enjoyed Halloween as much as we did! Your children 

looked adorable, and our party moms did a great job- so Thank 

You! We have made Hummus (it was delicious!) and icky slime - 

so much fun to play with. We are working hard on our letter 

formation, pattern recognition, and the ability to count objects 

accurately. We have been estimating on a regular basis, but 

still have a ways to go! Allison and I are looking forward o 

conferences and the chance to touch base. Please remember 

to bring weather appropriate clothes to add to bins on Friday - 

it is the perfect opportunity to check and see what is needed. 

Special note: please remember to send sneakers in on 

Thursdays especially, as gym is very difficult in boots! Thank you 

all!  



Mrs. Arrup & Mrs. Baker’s Pre-k 

We have been very busy making icky slime, 

learning our initials and “imitating” in our 

classroom. Each day we do activities to 

reinforce our alphabet and number 

awareness through games, music and 

projects. It has been a joy to see your 

children’s progress this year and we look 

forward to sharing all of their 

accomplishments with you during 

conferences. We will begin discussing 

Thanksgiving in the coming weeks and share 

all the things we are thankful for.  We are 

certainly thankful for the opportunity to work 

with your adorable children each day!   

Mrs. Schroeder & Miss Ball’s 3s 

 

The 5 Day 3s have been busy enjoying all the 

lovely fall weather. This month we are working 

on yellow, squares, patterns, "Hickory, Dickory 

Dock", "Jack and Jill" and being thankful. This 

week we have focused on patters; making 

color, people, sound, and movement 

patterns. Please remember to check your 

child's cubby for a full set of weather 

appropriate clothing including shoes. If you 

are unsure if your child needs clothing or can 

not make it in to school to check please feel 

free to email us! Thank you! 

 

Lunch Bunch 
 

Lunch Bunch has been feeling thankful. We have 

begun discussing what being thankful means and 

how you can show your thanks. This includes saying 

the words "Thank You" or "Gracias." This will lead 

into a focus on being polite at the table! Lunch 

Bunch loves to spend time outside so please make 

sure you send your children with several layers of 

clothing due to the fact the weather is always 

changing! (please label all items that your child 

brings) Thank you all and happy fall! 



Mrs. Smith’s & Mrs. Vandenberg’s Kindergarten 

Kindergarten has been creating projects that reflect 

the lives of different Native American tribes. We will 

also be working together to create projects which 

reflect the story of the first Thanksgiving. In retelling the 

story of the first feast, we have been discussing the 

importance of helping one another and gratitude. 

When creating our own Thanksgiving feasts, let’s 

include our children in the cooking, cleaning, or 

preparing the table. This is a wonderful opportunity for 

the whole family to be involved in the process of 

creating something meaningful for friends and family. 

We hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving and 

cherish your time together. We can’t wait to hear 

Mrs. Blair’s Art 

If “happy” could be a color, it would be 

“yellow”. If “excited” could be a color it 

would be “purple”....Your 5d3 through Pre-

First artists explored the idea of relating 

feelings to colors after reading THE 

RAINBOW BOOK by Kate Ohrt. 
 

We realized that EVERYBODY has DIFFERENT 

emotions at different times (from silly and 

surprised, to shy or embarrassed or angry). 

Each artist decided how they were feeling 

that morning and created a piece of art in 

the color that expressed their feeling. We 

loved sharing them and exploring how 

colors can represent our feelings.  

We have also worked on scissor skills through collage (3’s), Line recognition and glitter fun with Fall 

Leaves (Pre-K and K) and color, texture, and line through (Life-Sized!) Scarecrows (Pre-1). We all 

love making art, especially in the Fall!  

Senora Poe’s Spanish 

Buenos Días.  The children learned about the Mexican holiday, 

Día de Muertos (Day of the Dead) and decorated calaveras.  It is 

a time when families gather to honor deceased loved ones by 

decorating mantles and graves stones with flowers, calaveras, 

candles, food and pictures.  We will spend the next two weeks on 

the Thanksgiving holiday "I am thankful for" or "Doy gracias 

por......." and learning a fun turkey song.   

 "Pavo" song (turkey)  

       Al pavo pavito pavo 

      Al pavo pavito sí, 

      GOBBLE GOBBLE GOBBLE 


