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Do not neglectto'do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.

FROM PASTOR ERIC

We are excited to celebrate 2023’s
“"Commitment Sunday” on February 12th.
This is a special weekend where we at Christ
Lutheran pledge our support toward the next
year of ministry in the Albuquerque area and
beyond, and when I say “support,” I mean
with all of the resources God has given us -
time, talents, and treasure. In preparation
for Commitment Sunday, we will be using
the several weeks leading up to showcase
and celebrate what God is doing throughout
our ministry.

If I've learned anything about this
community, it is that they (you) are
incredibly giving in every sense of the word.
This generosity of resources, time, and
service has been inspiring throughout my
short time here, and I'm excited to be a part
of it. Commitment Sunday is about all of
these things. It reminds us of what God has
done and is doing through us, and it also
allows us to recenter and reprioritize what
he has given us.

(Continued on Page 5)
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COMMITMENT 2023

Please join us on Sunday,
February 12th, at either
service, as we give our
annual pledge of support to
Christ Lutheran Church and
School. Pledging is an
integral step in showing
commitment - financially
and with service - to insure
that our missions continue
to grow through the use of
our facilities and by way of
the many outreach missions
we sponsor. Look for our
mailing in early February
and show your support on
Commitment Sunday.

Tom Hebblewhite

—

Board of Stewardship

FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY
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For some people, Valentine’s Day is a painful reminder of a

broken relationship, the death of a loved one, a recent

relocation, a chronic illness, or another life challenge. If you
are going through a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can
bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate Valentine) back into your

life. Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one

Christian care. They will meet with you privately on a weekly

basis to listen, to support and

encourage you, to pray with
and for you, and to walk with
you for the duration of your
struggle.

To find out more about

Stephen Ministry and how you

or someone you know could
be matched with a Stephen
Minister, talk with David
Yocky, Cheryl Frazine, Sue
Dragan, Rev. David Clark,
Jerry Shroff or Leslie

Helge. Our Stephen Ministers
are ready to care for you!

Bt




As I was recently preparing for some
training for our next group of Stephen
Ministry Ministers and focusing on the
Stephen Ministry’s Caregiver Compass a
light bulb went off in my head on what a
great tool this is for anyone that loves
Jesus and wants to serve others with His
love. Thus, I decided this month would
be a great time to share this with you as
it has practical application to all in our
church family, not just our Stephen
Ministers.

The Caregiver’s Compass is a guide to
being the kind of Christian caregiver that
God intends all of us to be. It is the focus
of the Stephen Ministry but it is a guide
for us all. I have a picture of it
accompanying this article.

First, in the middle, are the Chi and Rho
Greek symbols, an X and a P. They are
the first two letters of the Greek word
Christos, which means Christ. Since the
early days of Christianity it has been the
symbol for Jesus Christ.

It is in the center of the Caregiver’s
Compass because Jesus should be the
center of all that we do in our caregiving
efforts — really in all of our efforts. If we
focus on the cross, if we seek and
surrender to His will and not ours, Jesus
will surely lead us in the right direction.
As an aside, my problems have never
been with God in the driver’s seat, but on
my own, I am not such a great driver.

The four points of the Compass point to
four key characteristics of an effective
care giver. I would take this a step
further and say these are four wonderful
characteristics of an effective Christian in
other directions of service including
outreach, mission, and working with
others in our Christian community. These
characteristics are to be:

— Compassionate
— Full of Faith

— Skilled

— Trustworthy

February | 2023
Page 3

Let’s briefly explore each of these
characteristics.

To be compassionate - is to be willing
to and able to share with other’s feelings
and journey, in good times and bad. Itis
to be willing to minister out of our own
life experiences, to help others through
loss or pain in life. Itis to be passionate
about what Jesus has done for us, and to
bring Christ love and care to those around
us.

To be full of faith - is to believe in Jesus
and minister in His name. It is to express
our faith in and love for Jesus and what
He has done for us. It is to provide
courage and love to those we encounter,
and to Pray for those also, knowing that
God can and will provide wholeness
through Jesus Christ to those who allow
it. Itis to trust the Holy Spirit to actively
draw others to Jesus.

To be skilled - is to use the tools that
God has given us, through the teachings
of the Bible, people of faith He has put on
our journey, and resources He has given
us to help mold us and grow us to be
more Christlike in all that we do. To be
skilled is also for us to seek training, Bible
study, and Christian guidance to sharpen
our listening skills, minds and bodies, to
be of service to others through Christ’s
direction and the power of The Holy
Spirit.

(Continued on page 6)




WHAT IF SHE KNEW

As I think about my mom, I'm sure she is
with Jesus, enjoying her heavenly
retirement from this place. I am often
drawn to the question of what if she
knew? What if she had known that
Tuesday, October 12th was her last day
here on earth? Would she have done
anything differently? Would she have
made some phone calls and said some
goodbyes? Hugged my dad? Written down
some important words of wisdom that she
wanted me to know? Would she have
been filled with peace, knowing that she
was headed to see my grandmother?
Would she have double checked that list
of online passwords, or tried to finish
getting her will done? Or would she have
simply had a much different attitude
about the mundane things she did that
day -things like combing her hair and
getting dressed, eating breakfast, or
going to a doctor’s appointment with my
dad? Is that how we should be living
every day? As if it was our last.

Just as importantly, if I had known that
cold Tuesday was her last, I would have
done things very differently. I would have
talked to her and reminded her that I love
her very much. I would have double
checked those passwords and asked her
to give Jesus a hug for me. And isn’t that
exactly how we should be living each
day? Reminding each other how much we
love each other, focusing on Jesus and

SCHOOL NEWS

PTL Fellowship Meal: February 1 at 5:45 p.m.
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if GOD so loved us,
we also ought to

LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

...if we love one another,
GOD abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.

1 JOHN 4:11-12

furthering His Kingdom, fulfilling our
purpose, and again, loving each other...
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it
again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:4-7

Let’s all work together on loving each
other this Valentines Day, and every
other day!

In Christ,

—

Kim Rasmussen

CHRIST

LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

Faith Fair: February 3 from 3:45 p.m.—5:30 p.m. Come and see all that our
students have been working on to glorify God in our community!

CLS leads Worship: February 5 at 11 a.m.

Open House: February 11 from 10 a.m.—1 p.m. Please spread the word and invite
family and friends interested in our School. There will be food served to those that
come.

No School: President’s Day on February 20
No School: Nurturing the Faith on February 27
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR ~
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. [LSB 411]

Our church season of Epiphany continues for most of the month of February. Because
of the great love and abundant mercy God grants to us, we want to share those
blessings with others. This month is also the time we take note of our own time,
talents, and treasures and how we can use them to further His kingdom.

Sunday, February 5, we will emphasize the ministry we provide at Christ Lutheran
School. The children from our school will be singing at the 11 a.m. service. This will be
the conclusion of National Lutheran Schools Week. The theme for this year is "Making
Disciples for Life,” which is our goal as a Lutheran school. The theme is based on
Matthew 28:18-20, and the song written for this year “To His Disciples, Jesus Said” is a
paraphrase of this scripture passage.

Sunday, February 12, is our Commitment Sunday. The choir anthem will be "What Shall
I Render to the Lord.”

Epiphany ends with The Transfiguration
of Our Lord on Sunday, February 19. On February 12, you will have an

The brightness of our Lord shines; we opportunity to pledge, as a community, your
see Jesus in all His glory! As Jesus was | Siiiies o= = iateh il nleiel deilolll doee nne)

transfigured on the mountain, we are you intend to give over this next year. All of
transformed by the Gospel. God’s light  [eais i ysiolelaiclae = lglel = ololdelo histol 2=l L=l
shines in us through the power of the know that dealing with financial stewardship
Holy Spirit. On this Sunday we say can provoke anxiety, it is worth pointing out

"goodbye” to the alleluias for the season FCpieiE e TE B ol = F olleelel=el e
of Lent. The bell anthem will be "Ring to [jyic fenie e ien e inlef e lo aliie ol el e o)
the Lord a New Song. money for a project. This is just what you

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, | salsisestorellereem el glelin cll Aol olio e
is on February 22. We will have worship | seslsish o iieein Pallieiet 1o nlelipiiple] ihactelels

services at noon and at 7 p.m. each permanent about this, and if you feel God
Wednesday during the season of Lent. | eeie VASIRUel el pielies elsilleh e el s
The six weeks of Lent are a time of unable to give as you had hoped, that is
repentance and prayer. Thanks be to completely fine. 3) This is completely

God that through our baptism, we were private. The mforma_tlon will not be available
baptized into Jesus’ death and to anyone. Even I will never have access to
resurrection and made heirs of His It,

kingdom! With those housekeeping items out of the
) Bl way, we are excited to take these pledges
Clele IR I Rl R I Ee N [ RGNS HORGIEENS A d iSethem torhelp plan‘and pray for the

winter! Stay warm! Stay well! future year of ministry here at Christ

— Lutheran in Albuquerque. There is so much
need here, and it is exciting to see how God

Beth Shroff is using us. Thank you for your support. I

can’t wait to see what God has in store for
us in 2023.

Peace,

Eric Robinson
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RAISE RIGHT/SCRIP

Our Fundraising for the month of December...... we sold $37,389.29 worth
of gift cards

We earned $1,322.71 dollars of Fundraising money that went to these
Distribution groups.

There was $757.78 that went to the Church and School Technology Fund.

— Deficit Reduction received $100.93 with 18 families participating

— School Scholarship Fund received $18.94 with 7 families participating

— School Tuition was distributed $283.83 with 16 families participating

— Youth Accounts received $42.57 with 5 families participating

— God Cares About You Mission received $11.67 with 5 families participating
— LWML Mission Grants received $39.99 with 4 families participating

— Technology received $824.78 with 60 families participating, some families put all
their distribution towards Technology.

We had an awesome Thanksgiving and Christmas ~ 60 families!!! Please continue to
support this fundraiser, we could be making so much more money to use on our funds.
Thank you to those that are participating.

If you are still NOT participating, please consider helping out. You can order cards
online right onto your phone (no excuses!) (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help
setting it up.

Please participate in our St. Valentine’s Contest beginning February 1 through
February 28. For each valentine ‘dining card’ or movie entertainment card that a family

purchases they will be entered into a drawing for a gift card! The CLS class that earns
the most rebate money will earn a special sweet treat! Talk to Karen Kolke, Glen
Postenrieder, or Rosalie Volz on how you can help a class win!

To be trustworthy - is to be present to care for, and cure others, we do not need
others in our fellowship, in our to be the fixers, we need only be the
neighborhoods and beyond. It is to be conduits through which The Holy Spirit
reliable in our commitments, promises can work. We can use the tools God has
and support. It is to maintain put on our path, the Bible, His
confidentiality in our conversations with forgiveness, His love, His passion and
others as they share their challenges, promises so He can do the hard work and
weaknesses, and sin. It is to not engage we can be His faithful servants.

in idle gossip and hurtful talk of others God’s Peace

but to speak with Christ love on our lips in '

Now how can we hone and cultivate these Congregational Chairman,
precious characteristics and tools. By Jerry Shroff

keeping Jesus at the center of our own
lives, which places Him in the lives of
others we serve. We can trust Jesus to
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God!
Hello, My Fellow Extremities, Appendages, Organs. WAIT! Let me Gares
explain... et
Youl

This month, let us visit 1 Corinthians most rushed-over chapter 12.

(I mean, Faith, Hope and Love... Right?!) Chapter 12, for us

skimmers, relates our contributions to society as gifts from the Holy

Spirit. Then, it attributes the cumulation of those gifts to the Holy Body of Christ.
Verse 12 through 14 states:

“2jyst as a body{ though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so
it is with Christ. 13For we were all bapt/zed by one Spirit so as to form one body... and
we were all g/ven the one Spirit to drink. *Even so the body is not made up of one part
but of many.

Chapter 12 brings into perspective the

NOW THE importance of recognizing all the gifts given, not
just to the Mission, but the community it

BODY IS ' ‘““ / serves. From food and clothing donations to
NOT % ‘d’ helping distribute those donations. The

MADE UP g generous financial gifts and Thrivent Action
OF ONE ¢ ‘ Teams that allow us to serve meals and hold
PART z‘ g free laundromat days for the community are a
‘9 tremendous blessing. And the gift of
BUT OF - | : ina for th
MANY 1. ¢ ‘ volunteering and praying for the
- Y k ‘ disenfranchised cannot be overstated. These
A TG 121 ™~ and countless other blessings that allow the

staff at God Cares About You to welcome and
build relationships with the denizens of the International District and the surrounding
area. THANK YOU!
Because of Your Gifts, the gifts You were blessed with by the Holy Spirit, the Body of
Christ lives with us because
"24...God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 250
that there should be no d/V/S/on in the body, but that its parts should have equal
concern for each other. %°If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it.”
Last year, 2022, we rejoiced! As the pandemic waned, we opened to a five-day service
week. We started new ministries. We did many things, but most importantly, we
shared God’s love. We served Christ, Our Lord! And, we did it together!
So, before 2022 gets sucked into that blurred pandemic-
vacuum, one more Big Thank You to everyone and all of
you who shared your gifts, that we could serve Jesus.

And now, on to Chapter 13 and an honored 2023!

We ask that you keep God Cares About You and ALL it's
ministries in your prayers.

Thank you and God Bless!

German Montiel, Director GCAY
505.377.2756



February 1—PTL
February 8—Potluck
February 15—Youth

January | 2023
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FELLOWSHIP MEAL

February 22—Men’s Bible study will be hosting their annual pancake breakfast

Fellowship Meal to kick off the season of Lent.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Save the date for June 19-23 as we set
out on a journey to a Mystery Island
where we will Track Down the One True
God. We will explore an intriguing
mysterious tropical paradise while we
learn about different amazing attributes
of God and how they apply to our lives.
Please start praying about this ministry
and how you can help serve this years
VBS. We will need everyone’s help to
make this event possible. Please visit our
VBS website at https://
clcsvbs.myanswers.com/mystery-island/
or scan the QR code below to sign up as a
volunteer or to donate. We are also
needing a couple of Thrivent Action Cards
to help with the cost of our Fellowship
Meal and supplies for the week of VBS. If
you are willing to help out in this area or
want to know more please contact Janine
in the church office.

LADIES LUAU We can't all run off to
Hawaii for some beach time, but all the
women in the congregation are invited
to the Parish Hall after late service on
Sunday, February 5. No need to dress
up—but Hawaiian shirts are
encouraged. No need to bring a dish—
the Fellowship Board is providing all
the fixings for ham sandwiches,
tropical fruit, and dessert. Enjoy some
beach music, fun, and fellowship to
brighten up your winter’s day!

MEAT, MEAT, MEAT

Everyone is welcome to MEAT, MEAT,
MEAT on February 5th after the 11
a.m. service. Bring some meat and
meet us in between the Narthex and
Parish Hall for food and fellowship!

HONOR CIRCLE

If you are 55 year and older please join
us on Thursday, February 9th at 11:45
a.m. at the Sunny Side Up Café on
Menaul and Louisiana. Please contact
Eunice Hoeft and let her know you are
coming.

ASHWEDNESDYAY

Join us on Ash Wednesday, February
22 at 12 or 7 p.m. as we begin a series
to lead us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord. Midweek
services are 12 and 7 p.m. every
Wednesday until Holy Week.




Change Your Life—Invest in the Lives
of Others

Join Us at "God Cares About You”

Summer Intern Position—
Albuquerque, NM

Our Mission Statement: “"Share Christ’s
love and His Gospel with an ethnically
diverse and disadvantaged population in
Albuquerque’s “International Zone”
transforming lives now and for eternity”.

Mission Sponsors: Lutheran
Congregations in Albuquerque

When: Summer 2023 -- 30 hours per
week -- 4-6 continuous weeks during
June/July/August

Responsibilities: Work with the Mission
Director, staff and volunteers to carry-out
the day-to-day activities of the Mission.
Become fully immersed in the activities of
the Mission. Complete a Special Project
agreed to with the Director.

Ministries & Schedule: The Mission
provides the following services touching
the lives of 100’s of people with Christ’s
love each month.

Clothing - Groceries - Back to Work
Program - Christian Fellowship — Meals -
Bible Studies — Worship Services - Street
Evangelism - Addiction Support - Special
Events

January | 2023
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Voul

Website: GodCaresAboutYou.com

Qualities - Skills Needed: The position
requires a Christ like servant’s heart and
the ability to work with the homeless and
those housed nearby in a challenging
environment. The person must
demonstrate patience, maturity and
respect for all. The person must be a
self-starter and work with moderate
direction. Ability to speak Spanish is a
desired skKill.

Salary - $600/Week

Housing: Provided - Congregation
Member Homes

Contact Info:

German Montiel - God Cares About You
Director

godcaresaboutyouabg@gmail.com
505-377-2756

Al Koschmann - Board of Directors
Chairman

akoschmann@yahoo.com
505-435-8727

Applications Due: March 1, 2023:
Submit application to German Montiel
and/or Al Koschmann.

Name & Contact Information
Background & Qualifications

Statement of Interest - Why Do You
Want the Position?



TUESDAY MEN’S BIBLE
STUDY—6 A.M.

“"Images of God”
Knowing him s B
Better OF GOD
Join Us!!

Zoom or In Person

Church Conference —
Room

Contact: Al

Koschmann

akoschmann@yahoo.com

BOOK DISCUSSION

“Between Shades

of Gray” s e
RUTA SEPETYS

A Story of
Strength, Hope &
Survival

Multiple Award
Winner

Join Us!! Via Zoom
or In Person

Friday, March 3rd at
6 p.m.

Al & Marcia Koschmann
Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

i :
L important; this nevel is beth.” ~The Washingien Fest

S

SMALL GROUP BIBLE
STUDY
“1 & 2 Peter”

Courage in Times
of Trouble

1st & 3rd 2
Thursdays !

7 p.m.

Join Us!! Via Zoom
or In Person

Al & Marcia
Koschmann’s Home

Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

JoHN MACARTHUR

January | 2023
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

“Happy Birthday” to the following
members who were born in February:

Feb. 1 Sumner Guyer
Jamie Oetting
Feb. 2 Morgan Sainz

Paul Schoessow
Feb. 3 Sue Postlethwait
Feb. 7 Katie Rickers
Feb. 8 Juanita Steinke
Feb. 12 Jack Behnken
Fab. 13 Carmelo Malizia

Mohsen Parhizkar
Feb. 14 Tyler Schoenherr
Feb. 15 Wally Van Dyke
Feb. 17 Krista Stephens
Feb. 18 Linda Groeling

Ashton Vering
Feb. 19 Penny Briel

Dave Oetting

Calvin Van Dyke
Feb. 20 Barbara Wertz
Feb. 22 Lishelle Burmeister

Betty Lemke
Feb. 23 Susan Shaw
Feb. 25 Sasha Alberti
Feb. 27 Alyssa Yocky

“Happy Anniversary” to the following
members who were married in February:

Feb. 1 Steven and Mary Spensley
Feb. 4 Cody and Erin Mintle
Feb. 10 Kirby and Sue Postlethwait

Feb. 14 Matthew and Beatrice
Martinez

Feb. 17 Michael and Flora Nemitz
Feb. 27 Paul and Cheri Guyer

(Please let the church office know if we
missed your special date)
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Christ Lutheran Church and School

7701 Candelaria Road NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110

Return Service Requested

CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH &

SCHOOL

CHRONICLE

February 2023
Newsletter

Sunday Worship
8:15& 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Classes:
9:45 a.m.

"Trust in the
LORD and do
good. Then
you will live
safely in the
land and
prosper.”

Psalm 37:3

SHARING GOD'S LOVE

WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
WHILE GROWING

TOGETHER IN CHRIST!

Phone: (505) 884-3876
e-mail: admin@christabg.org
Web page: christabqg.org

A STEPHEN MINISTRY
CONGREGATION

OUR STAFF:
Pastor Eric Robinson, Pastor
Beth Shroff, Director of Music

Janine Morford, Church
Secretary

Anne McBrayer, Bookkeeper
Joel Dykstra, Custodian

SCHOOL STAFF:
Kim Rasmussen, Principal

Cresta Combs & Lisa Hatchell,
School Secretaries
Leslie Lowe, 2 Year Old Teacher

Hayleigh Saavedra & Laticia
Guyer, P3
Preschool Lead Teacher

Breanna Hitchcock, Pre-K
Jenny Gomez, 3 Day Pre-K

Lishelle Burmeister,
Kindergarten

Sarah Handrock (Emerita), 1st
Grade

Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Julie Henderson, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Kimery Doyle, 5th Grade
Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Tanya Sainz, 7th Grade
Deon Haas, 8th Grade



