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Dear friends, 

 

I came across the following quote: “The more this country struggles to free itself from religion 
(Christianity), the more we become entangled in the consequences.” Let me add: “The Christian Church 
needs to wake up! We all need to wake up! . . . we are fighting a battle! As long as we keep focusing on the 
wrong things, the battle will be lost.” 

 

I have spent a lot of time in reflection during the season of Lent. Though I am writing just before Palm 
Sunday, by the time you read this, we will most likely be in Holy Week or the season of Easter. It is easy to let 
go of the reflections of Lent in light of the resurrection of our Lord and the message of Hope it brings to our 
lives. However, we often fail to seek and make the changes needed in our lives which we discovered during 
the Lenten Season. Let me share my thoughts: 

 

Most of humanity has continued, especially through recent years, to move away from God rather than toward 
God - culturally, socially, and even religiously. In our particular culture, attitudes and opinions have changed 
even within Christianity to the point that beliefs and lifestyles of Christians are barely distinguishable from 
those who are non-Christian. 

 

This slow and subtle erosion has taken place because the focus of the Church and because the focus of 
Christians on God has become hazy and unclear. The distinction 
between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the world has 
been blurred and the fence between them has fallen into disrepair. 
Again, God is no longer the primary focus in the lives of Christians 
and Churches. Let me share with you a few examples from real life: 

 

Parents primarily bring children to churches to be baptized, not 
because they desire a relationship with Jesus for their child, but 
because of family pressure, because of tradition, because it’s 
“the right thing to do.” And they do so with no intention of 
raising their child to be active in the Christian faith. 

 

The same thing happens, and the same attitudes are reflected 
with Sunday School, Confirmation and the like — the primary 
motivation, once again, is not a desire that their child develop 
and nurture a relationship with Jesus Christ, but rather because 
“it’s good for them — it’s time for them to go through this.” 

 

Young couples (and older ones) live together outside of 
marriage without viewing their actions as sinful — because 
everybody accepts it as normal — and the church, Christian  
parents, and Christian friends remain silent. 

 

Television and entertainment (movies, music, etc.) in general 
have desensitized our moral standards and eroded our scriptural        
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base for values and decision making. Look at the 
“acceptable” standards for sexual innuendos, content,  
and violent acts today as compared to 60 years ago.         

 

A woman dates a man who is separated (but not 
divorced) from his wife (and vice-versa), and we fail to 
see it as adultery — justifying the behavior as okay 
because he’s getting a divorce anyway. 

 

Christians view worship attendance as important, but 
not vital — if something more interesting, more 
appealing, or more “satisfying” replaces worship for a 
week or two — it’s okay, God will understand. 

 

We live in a world of denial — people deny that there is 
anything wrong with their lives. They don’t sin, they 
just do wrong things once in a while. It’s okay, God still 
loves me, therefore I can live as I please, even if it’s not 
pleasing to Him. People deny the healing power of 
Jesus Christ and His forgiveness, because they do not 
see the illness that is slowly and insidiously destroying 
their souls. People deny that eternal salvation is more 
important than worldly happiness. People deny that God 
can make a difference in their lives because they are 
comfortable where they are. People really don’t want 
Jesus to make a difference in their lives because that 
means changing, and: “Why change when there’s 
nothing wrong with me and the way I am?” 

 

The fence between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the world has fallen into disrepair, because 
Christians have been straddling it with all of their weight for too many years. It is time for us to get off of the 
fence and to re-sharpen our focus on Christ-focused and Christ-centered living. 

 

In 2 Chronicles 7:14, Solomon prays at the dedication of the temple: “If My people who are called by My 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

 

It is time for us as individuals, as families, as a congregation, as a nation, to face the truth of where we are 
truly at in our relationship with Jesus Christ. It is time to humble ourselves before God, submit to His Will, to 
Rededicate and Commit to Loving and Serving Him with our whole selves, our whole hearts, and our whole 
lives. It is time for us to quit straddling the fence and to decide in which kingdom we want to stand! Do we 
stand in the Kingdom of our Crucified and Risen Lord? Are we ready and willing to seek and follow His Will? 

 

Our world, our culture, our nation, our society need the hope that Easter brings. In order to bring that hope we, 
as Christians, need to learn to stand in the right place. Are you ready to stand? 

 

I am reminded of the words of Joshua: “Choose this day whom you will serve – but as for me and my house – 
We Will Serve The Lord!” We will continue to preach, teach, live, and share Christ Crucified and Risen! 
Prepare for Acension Day (being sent). Prepare for Pentecost (being filled with the Holy Spirit) Prepare to join 
God where He calls us to live and serve! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Neal Groeling 

"Not  

everyone  

who says to me, 

'Lord, Lord,' will 

enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but 

only the one who 

does the will of 

my Father who is 

in heaven.” 
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Jerry Shroff 
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Ralph Hughes, chair  

Josiah Gasitha 
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Lee Swanger 

 

Board of Parish Fellowship 
Kelly Gruetzner, chair  

Sheri Call 

Cheri Guyer  

Karen Kolke 

Shelby Vering 

 

Board of Stewardship 
Tom Hebblewhite, chair 

Randy Bennett 

Bob Dragan 

Al Koschmann 

 

Board of Youth 
Doug Rickers, chair 

Julie Henderson 

Sarah Nixon 

Rhett Skelton 

Amy Van Dyke 

John Van Dyke 

Deborah Yoder 

Marlin Yoder 

Spring into Service!!! 

Easter is such a time of renewal! As we reflect on Jesus, how He came to 

serve, died on the cross on Good Friday and rose again on Easter which took 

away our sins and gave us God’s promises, we are called into service as His 

people.  

We reflect on this Good News throughout our spiritual journey, but it is so 

wonderful and refreshing to reflect on it during our season of Lent, Holy 

Week, and Easter. For me, it is also a great reminder for our call into service 

as we can after the sacrifice and service Jesus did for us. 

With that, we have a great opportunity set before us to get a fresh start in our 

service in so many ways! Spring has arrived and after over a year of various 

shutdowns things are beginning to open back up. 

We will begin to open some of 

the things back up within our 

own community of faith. Soon, it 

is our prayer, that our Sunday 

morning Bible Studies will again 

be in-person. Some of the 

restrictions that have been put on 

our boards will ease up. 

Prayerfully our Fellowship 

Meals will begin again by 

summer. 

Activities at God Cares About You will expand. Hopefully soon, our ropes in 

the pews can go into closet space. Our opportunities to serve will abound 

around us. If you have not been involved in the past in areas of service this is a 

great time to join in. 

We will be renewing our Boards this Summer.  There are great opportunities 

for service especially with human care, fellowship, youth, properties, 

education, and mission. 

There are opportunities to serve in our worship that will be ramping back up 

including music, lectors (readers), sound, ushering, acolytes, alter guild, and 

more. There are numerous opportunities to serve with our International 

District mission and God Cares About You. 

There are also many opportunities to serve just by being present in our 

community of Faith. What do I mean by that? I believe we have great 

opportunities to serve each other and by doing so we are serving God. 

It means to call and check up on each other. It means to encourage each other; 

to support each other. This pandemic has had a huge impact on all of our lives.  

It has impacted some harder than others.        

            (Continued on page 5) 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

April brings the Three Holy Days, or Holy Triduum. April 1 is Maundy Thursday, April 2 is Good Friday, and 
April 4 is Easter Sunday. We hold worship on all three days and desire to have you join us in person, or online. 

 

Maundy Thursday we go to the Upper Room where Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. How wonderful to 
know we are welcome at the Lord’s Table each Sunday, and look forward to the heavenly banquet some day in 
His kingdom! 

 

Good Friday we go to Golgotha where Jesus was hung on a cross for all our sins. We use a Tenebrae service, 
extinguishing candles until complete darkness overtakes the sanctuary, as darkness overtook the earth when 
Jesus died in the middle of the afternoon. 

 

Easter morning arrives. The tomb is empty and “Alleluia” again rings throughout the church. Alleluia comes 
naturally and easily to our tongues, for the Lord who went down into death has conquered. The victory is won! 
New life is ours through Jesus! 

 

Forty days of Lent have gone by quickly. Maybe it is because I am writing this when we are only about 
halfway through. What about the fact that a whole year has gone by since this Covid-19 outbreak? I couldn’t 
remember whether or not our choir had begun work on an Easter cantata last year before we stopped 
rehearsals, but looking back at last year’s Chronicle article, it says we had. What a strange year to have not had 
the choir or bells going on! Get your vaccines, and maybe we can start up again! 

 

The month of April continues with blessed Sundays of Easter, praising and thanking God for His gifts of love, 
forgiveness, life, and salvation through His Son! Our actions need to express to the world all that He means to 
us! He loves everyone and came to save everyone! He commands us to share that Gospel message with 
everyone! 

 

Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; 

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

Jesus is living, alleluia!  

[LSB 466] 

 

~Beth Shroff 
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Many have been in isolation for the last year for a variety of reasons. For some, transitioning back out of 

isolation may be as difficult as it was for many to transition into it at the beginning of the pandemic. 

We can be here for each other. Simple phone calls, short 

encouraging notes, even a text or email sharing God’s love 

to one another will go wonders right now. In these ways 

we are able to serve and be of service to God. It is a great 

place to start. 

Yes, now is a time to get out of our comfort zones and to 

serve. To not only say love our neighbors as ourselves, but 

to actually show and give our love to our neighbors. Do 

not just reach across the pew but reach out to that person 

that sat across the pew from you a year ago and let them 

know you love them and miss them.  

What a wonderful opportunity we have before us to serve.   

God’s Peace, 

Jerry 

From the Principal 

Wow, some amazing things are happening. We are heading in the right direction, the direction of 
normal. We still have a long way to go, but with the warm weather, and Spring on the way, I can't help 
but be optimistic! 

I was reading an article by Tim Elmore about how to actually put empathy to work.  I know many are 
struggling mentally and emotionally from being isolated for so long, and in general from a heightened 
anxiety about what is happening in the world around us. In the article, Tim mentions that many people 
experience a phenomenon called "psychic numbing." Because we have too little time, too much 
exposure to needs, and become overwhelmed, we often don't act to help others.  Studies found that if 

one person needed help, and another person was alone, 
they tended to help, whereas, if there were many people 
who needed help, or if there were many people around 
who could help, no one helped. Three secrets for putting 
empathy to work are to put a single face to a problem, act 
immediately to help, and imagine you're the only one who 
can do anything. It's a matter of learning how to take 
action, even if we feel insignificant.  Even though we may 
feel insignificant, we are not. We have been called by the 
One True God, who has planned good works for us to do 
in advance, and equipped us to do them!   

If you would like to read more on this topic, here is a link 
to the Growing Leaders blog:  

https://growingleaders.com/blog/three-helpful-secrets-for-putting-empathy-to-work/?
mc_cid=a1c80af090&mc_eid=e98ddd1685 

In Christ, 

Kimberly Rasmussen  

https://growingleaders.com/blog/three-helpful-secrets-for-putting-empathy-to-work/?mc_cid=a1c80af090&mc_eid=e98ddd1685
https://growingleaders.com/blog/three-helpful-secrets-for-putting-empathy-to-work/?mc_cid=a1c80af090&mc_eid=e98ddd1685
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God Cares About You 

April 2021 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much 

fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5 

By God’s grace Ministry Continues. 

 

Celebrating God’s Goodness: 

 - We are still here; serving Him and His people. 

 - Word and Sacrament continues. 

 - Road Runner Monthly Food Trucks 

 - 60 Cases of Free Food from Road Runner 

 - Saturday, February 20 - 51 Children Served 

 - Donations of clothes and food 

 - Pastor Buss, LCMS Rocky Mtn District Office, visit. 

 

 Mission Board of Directors 

 

I hope you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. 

 
As our staff and volunteers have developed strong practices to help 
keep the Mission Community healthy and safe, and to maximize in-
person activities, such as Bible studies, back to work program, 
children's food bags, Breakfasts and Lunch  meals and the monthly 
grocery give away.  We have continued these on a consistent basis. 
 

I want to make sure you are aware of some important opportunities 
coming up over the next few weeks.  
First I'm beyond thrilled that we will provide our Annual Good Friday walk with Lunch. 
 

2nd I am encouraging everyone to support our Annual Plant Sale in May. Join us in this fundraiser. You will 
be hearing much more over the next several weeks. 
 

I realize we're all experiencing Pandemic fatigue, but when I see what we have accomplished. I am grateful to 
each and every one of you.  

 

Thank you for being part of the GCAY 
FAMILY. 
 

Missions Chairman  
Ralph Hughes  

Volunteer Info:  Penny Briel   penny.briel@gmail.com   505-377-8494 

Donate:  Mail Check To:  Christ Lutheran Church & School 
                7701 Candelaria Rd NE 
                Albuquerque, NM 87110 
                Note - God Cares About You on the memo line 

                Website:   Christabq.org – Donate – Use “God Cares 
 About  You” line.   

mailto:penny.briel@gmail.com
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Showing that you care 

For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see your morale 

and the firmness of your faith in Christ. Colossians 2:5 

The apostle Paul had a lot of people for whom he cared. He had started many churches, and he 

came to care deeply for the new Christians. Sometimes he even referred to them as his children 

in the Lord. The people he cared about were always on his mind. 

You may find that those who you care about are on your mind much more often with the COVID-19 pandemic 

in the back of your mind. You will pray for them and think about all that they need from God. God has 

enriched your life with people whom you care for. 

What do you think Paul would have given for a cell phone? “Hello Timothy. I have been thinking about the 

Corinthians. Tell me how they are doing. Well, you tell them that I said there is only one leader, and that is 

Jesus, and the rest of us are just his servants. Stay strong in the Lord. Okay, bye”. 

Thank God we have telephones to use as caring tools. While the telephone can sometimes seem like a tyrant, 

demanding your attention during mealtimes or important conversations, it is also a gift 

from God to enhance the ability to care. Our Stephen Ministers have been trained so 

that when schedules don’t match with their care receivers, or even when there is a 

pandemic, they can still provide care via telephone to those who are going through 

difficult times. They provide telecare. 

You can do this too. Use your telephone to call and care for those in your life, if 
restrictions don’t let you visit. Think about those in our congregation who you haven’t 

seen in weeks, and give them a caring call. Share God’s love with them by listening to 
them, talking to them, and praying with them. Show them, like Paul, you are with them 
in spirit and care for them as a part of our family in the Lord. Build them up, and you 
too will say, I rejoice to see your morale and the firmness of your faith in Christ.  

2021 LWML Convention 
 

Date: June 24–27, 2021 
Location: Lexington, Kentucky 
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus 
Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 

President: Debbie Larson 

Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 
 
Objectives: Convention attendees will: 

•  Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
•  Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer. 
•  Serve our neighbors through witness and mission. 

This event will be in person ~ you can register on-line  
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April Celebrations 

“Happy Birthday” to the 
following members of who were 
born in April: 
 

Apr. 2  Jordan Donahue 

Apr. 4  Sandy Dunbar 

Apr. 7  Tom Bond 

  Greg Klein 

  Aaron Saavedra 

Apr. 9  Leslie Lowe 

  Lucas Naber 

  Kyle Schneider 

Apr. 11 Emery Wolf 

Apr. 13 Laurel Drew 

  James Gruetzner 

  Benjamin Helge 

Apr. 15 Tanya Sainz 

Apr. 17 Eddie Johnson 

Apr. 18 Nancy Brul 

Apr. 22 Dianne Hommel 

  Kimberly  
  Rasmussen 

Apr. 23 Athena Amindyas 

  Chantel Garrett 

Apr. 25 Bradley Boerner 

  Penelope Boerner 

Apr. 27 David Henderson 

Apr. 28 Sarah Groeling 

  Marissa Thomas
     

“Happy Anniversary” to the 
following members who were 
married in April: 
 

Apr. 8  Michael & Cheryl 
  Frazine 

Apr. 16 Eddie & Viola 
  Johnson 

Apr. 18 Jeff and Natalie 
  Bowen 
 

(Please let the church office know if we 

missed your special date) 

 

 

AVERAGE WEEKLY OFFERINGS (August 2020—February 2021) 

$9,963  

AVERAGE WEEKLY OFFERINGS (Same time frame last year)  

$10,206 

Members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School; 

With five months remaining in this fiscal year, we remain on track to 
match last fiscal year’s offerings – only slightly behind at this juncture. 
Under a full period of COVID restrictions, we have to be pleased. We’ve 
taken significant hits from loss of income from extended care and 
preschool. Government programs have helped, but we’re still under 
pressure to meet overall financial needs through the remainder of the year. 
Your consistent, generous support is certainly appreciated. 

And I’d like to thank all who participated in “Commitment 2021.” 
Although the era of COVID-19 definitely impacted our effort this year, 
your participation provides valuable input for our budget planning efforts. 

At the conclusion of our first quarter of our 2020-2022 Capital Campaign, 
I’ll be mailing an update to all on our progress in early April. Again, 
we’re very encouraged with our progress. We continue to draw strength 
from the past year’s challenges and prayerfully move on to successfully 
support the missions of Christ Lutheran Church and School. 

God’s Blessings, 

Tom Hebblewhite, Board of Stewardship 

Christ Lutheran Chronicle   

The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran 

Church & School.  News items and articles are due to the church office 

on  the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish it to be 

published. Your submission may be edited for content or length. Thank 

you for your participation and cooperation!  
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Shop with SCRIP 

Our Fundraising for the month of February......we 
sold $11,601.07 worth of gift cards 
  
We earned $523.93 dollars of Fundraising money 
that went to these Distribution groups. 
  
There was $222.09 that went to the Church and 
School Technology Fund. 
  
•    LWML District Mission Grants earned 
$43.28 with1 family participating 
•    Deficit Reduction earned $18.60 with 3 
families participating 
•    School Scholarship Fund earned $15.07 with 
6 families participating 
•    School Tuition received $100.72 with 10 
families participating 
•    School Playground received $31.08 with 5 
families participating 
•    Church and School Roof Loan received 
$11.16 with 3 families participating  
•    Youth Accounts received $38.18 with 4 
families participating  
•    God Cares About You Mission received 
$1.00 with 1 family participating   
•    Technology we received $222.09 with 33 
families participating, some families put all their 
distribution towards Technology. 
  
We had a St. Valentine Contest for the school 
during the month of February. The 3rd graders 
had $2,040 in sales and won a Dion's Pizza 
Lunch. The Kindergarten class earned $60.14 in 
rebate money and also won a Dion's Pizza 
Lunch. We also did a drawing for Valentine 
Dining for the month and Debra Padilla won a 
$25 gift card.  
  
Thanks for the support of this Awesome 
Fundraiser!! Better then selling cookie dough and 
wrapping paper!! 
  
You can order cards online (call Karen 206-
0906) if you want help setting it up. 

Tuesday Men's Bible Study - 6:00 
AM 

 
“Ecclesiastes” 

Chasing After Meaning 
 

Join Us via ZOOM!! 
 

Contact: Al Koschman 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 

Small Group Bible Study  
  

“John” 
The Spread of the Gospel 

 

Join Us via ZOOM!! 
1st & 3rd Thursdays – 7:00PM 

 
Al & Marica Koschmann 

Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com 

Book Discussion 

“A Woman of No Importance” 
 

The Untold Story of the 
American Spy 
Who Helped Win World II 
 
NY Times Best Seller - 
Numerous Awards 
Best Book of the Year 
 
Join Us!! Via Zoom 
Saturday May 15  6:00PM 
 
Al & Marcia Koschmann 
Contact: 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 
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No School Good Friday 4/2 

No School Monday 4/5 

The Christ Lutheran Church and School 

Library is still available with items to 

check out and greeting cards to purchase. 

Please let Betty Swanger know how she 

can help you. Give her a call at 505-681-

4843 or email at bisgravy9345@gmail.com 

and she will arrange to meet with you. 

Don’t let the current situation stop you!  

New Worship Schedule 

Most of you know already but there is a new worship scheduling system. Those that 

are assisting in worship on Sundays such as Lectors, Lay Ministers, and Acolytes, 

etc. will be receiving an email at the beginning of each month that provides an 

online sign up schedule for the following month. This allows those that participate 

to choose what Sunday works best for their schedule. If you have not received an 

email, would like to be included in assisting at worship, or have additional questions 

please contact Janine at the church office. Thank you for serving the church! 

Flower Dedication 

Don’t forget you can still sign up for a flower 

dedication for any Sunday of this year. The 

flowers cost $26.00 and you can take them 

home after Sunday services. You can sign up on 

the flower chart that is in the Narthex before or 

after Sunday services or you can call the church 

office. 

  Christ Lutheran 

School 

Enrollment is 

open to the public 

for the 2021 fall 

year. Spread the 

word and tell your 

friends and family 

about our great 

  school! 

Online Early Childhood 

Spring Jubilee 

April 16th at 6:30 p.m.  

View the performance 

through:  https://vimeo.com/

christabq 

Thank you all for the 

generous abundance 

of egg cartons given 

to the God Cares 

About You missions! 

They are no longer in 

need of any at this 

time. Your donations 

are greatly 

appreciated! 
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