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FROM PASTOR ERIC 

When I think of November, it’s hard not to 
think of Thanksgiving. This year is no 
different, except I’m also skeptical about the 
sudden drop in temperature, as well as the 
fact that ice fell from the sky yesterday 
(10/24) morning. Also, we just learned that 
our cats are terrified of the heating system in 
our house. 

Anyway, back to Thanksgiving. It’s really 
important to set aside time to be thankful, 
considering how easy it is to get caught up in 
everything that is happening around us and 
to forget how blessed we are. Gratitude is a 
discipline. St. Paul practiced this, and you can 
see it play out in his letter to the Philippians. 
He was in prison, unsure of where his next  

           (Continued on page 3) 

CONTRIBUTION 

STATEMENTS 

You should have received your 
partial Contribution Statement. 
Please review your statement and 
call the church office if there are 
any corrections that need to be 
made. You will receive a final 
statement in January that will 
show all of 2022 contributions. 
Contact the church office if you 
have any questions.   

“Sharing God’s love with all His children, while growing together in Christ.” 
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IT’S MORE THAN ADDITION & SUBTRACTION 

Our refugee tutoring program is so much more than teaching 
addition and subtraction; teaching children to read; helping 
and assisting these students with their homework and 
bringing them up to speed in class. It is so much more, 
because it is truly work, to assist these children and their 
families to not only grow academically but to grow into the 
family of Christ. 

For those that do not know, we have an African Worship 
Community that meets at 1pm on Sundays in our church. I 
have had the opportunity to go to this worship and see the 
passion for Jesus in the community. I urge you to do also.  
Some in this community also worship at our traditional 
services on occasion. A number of them have children in our 
school. They participate in our fellowship events. They are a 
part of our church and school family and the family of Jesus. 

When we moved the refugee tutoring program up to our 
church and school at the beginning of the school year we did 
so for a number of the reasons. One, because most in the 
program live across the city and no longer in the 
international district. Another big reason we moved it is 
because a number of those involved worship at our church 
and are involved with us in our church family. 

By bringing the program to our church and school we are 
welcoming them into our church family. A number of these 
children come from families that are not part of the one 
o’clock Worship community, do not have a relationship with 
Jesus at all. This program gives the opportunity for them to 
bridge into that community as well as learn their numbers 
and ABC’s. It is an opportunity for us serve and be 
ambassadors for Christ. 

When I was growing up I went to a neighborhood gym to 
play basketball. It happened to be a part of a church. People 
I played basketball with invited me to their youth group.  

From there, I joined the choir, started going to Bible studies 
and worship and soon The Holy Spirit led me into a 
relationship with Christ. Following me came my sister, 
brother and parents. All today have either died with the love 
of Jesus in their hearts or are now active in their faith. This is 
my story. 

It is my Prayer that the same can happen with our tutoring 
program.  That these kids come for help with their math, 
science, history and reading but are fed not just 
academically, but with their faith. My prayer is that some 
then join our worship community, either at 1pm or 11am or 
8:15 am. That some of them come to our school. 

           (Continued on Page 7)  
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FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 

CCLI #119684 

November begins with All Saints’ 
Day, which we will observe on 
Sunday, November 6. We give 
thanks for the children of God who 
have taught us and led us and are 
now in the presence of God. We are so thankful for the salvation provided by God 
through His Son! What a crowd of saints is surrounding Him in heaven singing and 
rejoicing! One day it will be our turn to join the feast and call heaven our home! How 
wonderful that will be!  

During these last Sundays in the church year, we hear of the second coming of Christ 
when the earth shall pass away and all believers will be taken up with Him into heaven. 
What shall we do while we wait for that day? We use the gifts He’s given us to worship 
and serve Him while we proclaim His love to all those we meet. 

November 20 is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. The Bell Choir is planning to play 
that day. 

It is our duty to give thanks to God for 
all the many blessings He provides us! 
To thank God is to acknowledge that 
who we are and what we have is His 
doing, not our own. Join us 
Thanksgiving Eve, November 23 at 4 
p.m. or at 7 p.m. to worship Him. 

The new church year, with the hopeful 
season of Advent, begins on Sunday, 
November 27. Are you ready to hear 
the beautiful words of hope and 
promise that Advent brings? 

Dear Lord, please lead and guide us 
this month as we choose and prepare 
services and music to deliver the 
message of Jesus’ birth next month. 
We want the world to know of Your 
amazing love for us! Amen. 

Thankful for each of you and the God 
we serve together! 

                                                                                                             

Beth Shroff 
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meal was going to come from, and they 
showed up in a big way. And in response, he 
wrote an extremely joyful letter thanking 
them and praising God for what has been 
done. This is a little weird to me - he’s 
incarcerated while also being thankful. There 
is much to learn from that. 

I also want to thank you all, the Christ 
Lutheran community. Pastor appreciation 
month was very special, and thank you to 
everyone who passed along kind words, 
notes, and gifts. I am very fortunate to be 
able to serve y’all, and my family and I are so 
grateful to be a part of this community. 

Happy Thanksgiving (about 3 weeks early)! 

Peace, 

Pastor Eric 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, 
rejoice.” 

Philippians 4:4 
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ADVERSITY 

As you may know, I love 
sunflowers. Every summer we grow them 
in our front yard and I delight in watching 
them follow the sun until they bloom their 
gorgeous yellow flowers. As you also may 
know, Albuquerque can have very strong 
winds. One of our giant sunflower plants 
blew completely over. Fortunately, at the 
time, we were too busy to do much of 
anything about it. We just let it be, and as 
you can see from the picture, it not only 
continued to live, but it's thriving.  

 

 

I think that's a picture of the kingdom 
right there. We too experience strong 
winds in our lives, that can knock us 
down.  But when we rely on God, he can 
take our adversity, and help us not only 
overcome it, but grow through it. 1 John 
5:4 "For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith."  

Together in Christ, 

 

Kim Rasmussen 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

☼ Parent Teacher Conferences: November 1-4 

☼ Autumn Art, Auction, and More: November 10 from 6-7 p.m. 

☼ PTL Fellowship Meal: Thanksgiving Dinner November 16 at 5:45 p.m. 

☼ Thanksgiving Break: November 23—25 

Christ Lutheran Chronicle   

The Christ Chronicle is published for members 

and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School. 

News items and articles are due in the church 

office on the 15th of the month prior to the 

month in which you wish to be published. Your 

submission may be edited for content or length. 

Thank you for your participation and cooperation!  

Honor Circle will meet November 10 at 
11:45 a.m. at the Sunny Side Up Café. If 
you are 55 years or older please come 
and join us. Contact Eunice for more 
information. 

 
 

The annual ladies luncheon will be at 
Pelican’s Restaurant on December 3, at 
11:45 a.m. We will find out our secret 
sister and draw new names (see page 7)
Contact Karen or Eunice for more 
information. 



EVER THOUGHT ABOUT 

BECOMING A STEPHEN 

MINISTER? 

Christ Lutheran will be training another 
class of Stephen Ministers beginning 
January 2023. Stephen Ministers work 
alongside Pastor Eric and our Lay 
Ministers to care, encourage, and provide 
emotional and spiritual support to people 
who are going through a difficult time, 
such as divorce, grief, hospitalization, 
unemployment, terminal illness, 
relocation, chronic illness, or loneliness. If 
you have gifts for caring, encouragement, 
and listening, please begin to prayerfully 
consider whether you might want to be 
part of this exciting ministry. If you think 
you might be interested, talk with one of 
our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Cheryl 
Frazine, Sue Dragan, Leslie Helge, David 
Yocky, Rev. David Clark, Jerry Shroff.  
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RAISE RIGHT 

Our Fundraising for the month of September......we sold $25,097.01 worth of gift cards 

We earned $1,002 dollars of Fundraising money that went to these Distribution groups. 

There was $510.93 that went to the “Church and School Technology Fund”. 

• Deficit Reduction received $55.15 with 12 families participating 

• School Scholarship Fund received $28.12 with 8 families participating 

• School Tuition we distributed $263.04 with 19 families participating 

• Youth Accounts received $39.50 with 4 families participating 

• God Cares About You Mission received $2.82 with 2 families participating 

• Technology we distributed $510.93 with 57 families 
participating, some families put all their distribution 
towards Technology 

I am so excited to see that we made over $1,000 in 
September, and we have 57 families supporting the 
fundraiser.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! 

If you are still NOT participating, please consider helping 
out. You can order cards online right onto your phone (no 
excuses!) (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help setting it 
up. 
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A NEW CHALLENGE 

On September 30th, we concluded the 2020
-2022 Capital Campaign to fund roof 
replacements, Parish Hall repairs and a 
depleted church endowment fund. With the 
successful conclusion of that drive, the “Roof 
Fund” no longer exists, but reverts to its 
original status as our “Building Fund.” 

Which brings us to another appeal – not a 
formal fund raising campaign, but an 
informal appeal to generate support for this 
vital account. The Building Fund exists to 
provide financial support for off-budget 
needs as they occur on our campus. In the 
near future this includes replacement of 17 
air conditioning units (about $8-9,000 each) 
over the next 8-10 years, resurfacing the 
parking lot (last done almost 10 years ago) 
and repairs to the stucco on the exterior of 
some of our older buildings. 

With your ongoing support, these projects 
can be at least partially funded through 
donations to the “Building Fund,” not at the 
level of the recent capital campaign, but at 
some level so that we meet the needs of our 
aging campus. If you have any questions 
regarding this appeal, please contact anyone 
from the Board of Stewardship or the Board 
of Church Properties. 

Again, many thanks for your support of the 
2020-2022 Capital Campaign. 

Updated Average Monthly Offerings  (August 
– September) $37,204 

Average Monthly Offerings Needed to Meet 
Budget $44,583 

 

Tom Hebblewhite, 

Board of Stewardship 

SECRET SISTER PROGRAM 

Ladies, if you are interested in our 
Secret Sister Program which the Guild 
sponsors, please read this and 
consider joining us. Those of us who 
are in it, truly enjoy getting a new 
name every year and then 
remembering our Secret Sis with a 
card on her birthday, anniversary and 
holidays and a gift at Christmas when 
her name is revealed. Of course, we 
also pray for them all year and this 
enhances our relationships with our 
fellow members. Even if you don't 
consider yourself a member of the 
Guild or LWML, you are welcome to 
be a part of the Secret 
Sisters.  Please call Eunice Hoeft at 
505-889-9705 or talk to Eunice or 
Karen Kolke at church. 
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That some come to our fellowship 
activities. That they in time learn 
about Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
works in their lives and the lives 
of their families. This is my 
prayer. 

My Prayer also is that a number 
of you will get involved in this 
service opportunity. We need 
help.  We have small children 
that simply need to be read to 
and loved on.  We have 
elementary students in need of 
basic letters, numbers, addition, 
subtraction and reading.  We 
have high school students with 
more complicated academics.  We need help on all different levels.  Please prayerfully 
consider joining in.  You are needed and welcome. 

I don’t know where God is going to lead this but I do know He has a plan. Consider 
being a part of it. I promise you will receive as much and more than you put in. 

God’s Peace, 

 

Jerry Shroff 

God Cares About You offers a blessed 
farewell to Christ the Ray of Hope's, Pastor 
Harold Johnson. This October, Pastor 
Johnson bid farewell to his 35-year 
commitment as minister. The Mission was 
blessed to have Pastor's commitment to 
serving the International District. Twice a 
month, Pastor brought a truck with trailer 
in tow full of fruits, veggies and assortment 
of goodies to distribute. Humbly, he 
provided the production of the ramada we 
call Lucy's Place. Pastor Johnson has been 
involved with helping and providing for The 
Mission for six years. We extend a gracious 
Thank You to Pastor. We ask to keep him 
and his wife, Sherry, in our prayers as he 
begins the next chapter of life. Pastor, we 
love you and will miss seeing you, 
regularly. God Bless You and Your Family! 

November 2—Open (Potluck if left open) 

November 9—Open (Potluck if left open) 

November 16—Thanksgiving Dinner 
hosted by the School’s Parent Teacher 
League 

November 23—NO Fellowship Meal 

November 30—Open (Potluck if left 
open) 

Fellowship Meals start at 5:45 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. You can still sign up to 
host a Fellowship Meal. Sign up in the 
Narthex or call the church office. 
Contact Cheri Guyer for more 
information. 

“But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever would be 

first among you must be a slave of all. For 
even the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

Mark 10:43-45 
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NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 

The Great Season of Thanksgiving is upon us! What’s that? … It’s 
not a season? Just a holiday. Well, then, the Great Month of 
November that Celebrates Thanksgiving on the Fourth Thursday is 
upon us! I mean, do we REALLY need 26ish weeks for Pentecost? 
Am I right?! I digress… 

Here’s a radical idea: This brisk November (besides not shaving) let’s add a bit of 1 
Thessalonians into our lifestyle by “giving thanks in all circumstances (5:18).” Giving 
thanks to Our Lord for the blessings we receive is concomitant. BUT have we 
considered giving thanks to those not-so-blessed acts in our lives? Pentecostal-pun, 
intended.  

Have we bowed to Our Lord for another’s 
punitive action? Can we genuflect before 
Christ after conflicting with a family 
member? Will we prostrate ourselves for 
God if our team loses, yet again? You get 
the point.  

Commonly referred to as Radical 
Gratitude, the ability to find gratitude in 
disappointment are common occurrences 
at God Cares About You. Visiting The 
Mission engages us with our brothers and 
sisters who are conformed to giving 
thanks for what they don’t have and 
anything they receive. Visiting The 
Mission exposes us to new ways of 
looking at God’s grace. Visiting The 
Mission allows us to express gratitude for 
situations we might have otherwise taken                                                               
for granted.   

October Update: On Wednesday the 19th, UNM Truman Health Service occupied a 
Servanthood event at GCAY! The crew administered 35 covid vaccines (1/4 were 1st 
dose!) and allowed us to serve about 45 visitors. Vax, blankets, socks, brussel-bacon 
raviolis, salad, sweets… All in a day’s work! Thank You to Truman Health Services! 

A big Thank You to ALL who continue to support GCAY and ANY who haven’t had the 
opportunity to visit or support GOD’s work in the International District.    

We ask that you keep God Cares About You and ALL it’s ministries in your prayers. 

 

Thank You and God Bless.    
      

German Montiel 

Director GCAY 

505.377.2756 

godcaresaboutyouabq@gmail.com 

Daniel, me, Lisa, Carol, Jenny, y Mrs. Maria 

GCAY BOARD MEMEBERS: 

Al Koschmann, CLC 

Bonnie Conrad, Immanuel 

Jim Kunkle, Calvary 

Reverend J. Heffelfinger 



NOVEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

“Happy Birthday” to the following  
members who were born in November: 
Nov. 1  Trista Clevenger 
Nov. 1  Kelsey Mitchell 
Nov. 3  Emily Schroer 
  Karen Kolke 
Nov. 6  Andrew Malizia 
  Emmelienne Schreiner 
  John Garberson 
Nov. 8  Faye Hansen 
  Stephanie Nixon 
  Deon Haas 
  Joel Krylowicz 
Nov. 10 Eric Van Dyck 
Nov. 12 Carson Ellingsen 
Nov. 14 Tim Klein 
  Brianna Mintle 
Nov. 16 Steven Spensley 
Nov. 17 Steven Malizia 
  Hunter Mariani 
Nov. 19 Jeff Kluck 
Nov. 19 Angelina Madrid 
  Cody Nemitz 
Nov. 22 Renae Ricard 
Nov. 23 Daniel Handrock 
  Gaella Iriza 
Nov. 24 Ezra Sainz 
  Rita New 
Nov. 26 Doug Rickers 
Nov 27 Ellen Larsen 
 
“Happy Anniversary” to the following 
members who were married in 
November: 
Nov. 6  Kelley and Lishelle  
  Burmeister 
Nov. 14 Tyler and Jenna  
  Schoenherr 
Nov. 24 Nolan and Tallie  
  Schroeder 
   
 
(Please let the church office know if we 

missed your special date) 
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FROM HUMAN CARE 

Every year, the Human Care Board gathers items 
for about 40 Thanksgiving Dinner bags to hand 
out to families who are less fortunate. Thrivent 
Action Team funds help purchase turkeys, pies 
and dinner rolls. We will also need cash donations 
to help. There will be a Poster in the Narthex with 
note cards listing other items that we need.  Take 
a card and bring the requested item or donate 
cash on Sunday November 11th or 20th. 

We will bag what we have collected on Tuesday, 
November 22nd and give the bags to Heros Walk 
Among Us (a Veterans Organization) and to 
families whose names have been given us by 
members of the congregation and school. Please 
contact Marcia Koschmann (505-304-0178) or any 
Human Care Board Member if you know of a 
family in need. 

PRAYER POWER 

James tells us that the prayers of 
righteous people are powerful and 

effective (James 5:16). During the 
coming week, we invite you to pray 
about our congregation’s Stephen 

Ministry. Specifically, please pray for those God is 
calling to serve as caregivers in this ministry. For 
more information about Stephen Ministry, 
contact any of our Stephen Leaders: Cheryl 
Frazine, Sue Dragan, Leslie Helge, David Yocky, 
Rev. David Clark, Jerry Shroff. 



TUESDAY MEN'S  

BIBLE STUDY - 6:00 AM 
 
“Loving Justice” 
Becoming More Christ Like 
 
Join Us!! 
ZOOM or In Person 
Church Conference Room 
 
Contact: Al Koschmann 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 

 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION 

“Prayer Box” 
 
Lessons Learned from an 
Ordinary Life 
 
Join Us!! Via Zoom or In 
Person 
Friday, December 9 –  6:00PM 
 
Al & Marcia Koschmann 
Contact: 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
SMALL GROUP BIBLE 

STUDY 
 

“1 & 2 Peter” 
Courage in Times of Trouble 
 
1st & 3rd Thursdays 
7:00PM 
 
Join Us!! Via Zoom or In 
Person 
 
Al & Marcia Koschmann’s 
Home 
Contact:  akoschmann@yahoo.com 
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2023 ENGLISH BIBLE 

CAMP—CZECH REPUBLIC 

Partnering with a Czech Lutheran 
congregation, you will put on an 
English Bible Camp specifically for 
elementary and middle school aged 
children in the community. This 
week-long event is similar to a VBS 
in the United States. Your team will 
be in charge of planning the English 
Bible Camp using the curriculum we 
provide. You will work with local 
church members to share the 
Gospel with the children that 
attend. The curriculum incorporates 
the Bible lessons with the English 
lessons. The English learning is 
informal- not as it is taught in 
school. It offers the kids the 
opportunity to put into practice the 
English that they already know. 

A typical day lasts from 9:00 am – 
3:00 pm. During this time, your 
team is in charge of leading an 
opening, English time, Bible lesson, 
craft, sports/games, and music. At 
the end of the week, there is a time 
for parents to come see what their 
children have been learning. This 
provides another opportunity to 
witness to those in the community 
and help in connecting them to the 
local Lutheran church. 

This is a great opportunity for 
Christ Lutheran to send a team! If 
you are interested, please contact 
Leslie Helge at 505-280-4283. 

Dates: July 5-17, 2023 

Cost: Approximately $300/person 
(airfare not included) 

Cost Includes: food, lodging, 
project costs, coordination, and 
international medical insurance. 

mailto:akoschmann@yahoo.com
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