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FROM PASTOR ERIC 

I can’t believe that we are already in the 
season of Lent and that my family has 
now lived in Albuquerque for a year. Time 
has flown by, and I am grateful for the 
many ways that God has blessed our time 
here. It being Lent, it feels like there are a 
million things flying around, so I’d like to 
highlight a few: 

Mid-week services on Wednesdays, 12pm 
and 7pm. (Volunteers are needed to help 
assist in worship.)  

Chili cook-off and talent show, hosted by 
the youth, 3/12, 5:30-7:30pm 

Bunco Night, 3/19, 5:30pm 

Spring Break (NO fellowship meal on 
3/22), 3/20-3/24 

I pray God continues to bless our 
community as we make our way through 
grief and mourning to Resurrection 
Sunday! 

         Peace, 

Eric Robinson  

STAY IN THE KNOW 

We will soon be sending out an  
email through our new software  
program provider “Church360 
Members” with an “automail” 
email address. This email is 
instructions on how to give us 
permission to send you text 
messages about important 
updates/announcements 
involving our church and school. 
Please follow the instructions on 
that email to opt-in to receiving 
text messages from us. 

“Sharing God’s love with all His children, while growing together in Christ.” 

“For God did not send his 

Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be 

saved through him.”  

John 3:17 
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Submit to God and be at 

peace with Him. In this way 

prosperity will come to you.  

Job 22:21 

NEW YEAR—NEW CHALLENGES 

Three years ago, we faced an enormous challenge – roof 
leaks requiring immediate, major repairs. Over the next few 
months, we contracted for the work, obtained a loan from the 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund, and began planning a fund 
raiser in the face of an expanding pandemic.  

As always, the congregation met those challenges. Last 
September we concluded the two-year capital campaign. The 
past year brought us a new Pastor and our school continued 
it’s fantastic record of providing quality education to our 
youth. Offerings remained predictable and thanks to 
generous past members, their estates have made our 
endowment accounts healthier than they’ve been in many 
years.  

Now 2023 – a new year with new challenges – some known, 
others unknown. To meet some of those challenges, 
historically we’ve looked at two financial sources to help – 
endowments and the “Building Fund.”  For the 2020-2022 
Capital Campaign, we “kidnapped” this fund and renamed it 
the “Roof Fund.” Last October, with it’s mission completed, 
the fund has reverted to it’s original purpose as the “Building 
Fund” to meet needs not fully covered by our normal budget 
process. An example, we need to replace over 20 air 
conditioning units over the next 8-10 years at a cost of $8-
10,000 per year. Our budget only covers a portion of this 
need – the Building Fund hopefully can fund the 
balance. Many of us look for other areas of the Church 
budget to support above-and-beyond normal giving. Please 
consider the Building Fund if you’re able.  

Finally, thanks to the outstanding messaging from Pastor 
Robinson, the Commitment 2023 program will probably 
exceed the level of success we saw pre-pandemic. We 
encourage anyone who has not done so, please submit your 
2023 pledge by March 5th.  

Tom Hebblewhite 

 

Board of Stewardship 
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RAISE RIGHT/SCRIP 

Our Fundraising for the month of January...we sold $18,445.67 worth of gift 
cards. 

We earned $801.33 dollars of Fundraising money that went to these 
distribution groups. 

There was $386.33 that went to the Church and School Technology fund. 

⎯ Deficit Reduction received $75.52 with 13 families participating.  

⎯ School Scholarship Fund received $18.94 with 6 families participating. 

⎯ Youth Accounts received $24.02 with 2 families participating. 

⎯ God Cares About You Mission received $15.15 with 3 families participating. 

⎯ LWML Mission Grants received $20.06 with 3 families participating. 

⎯ Technology received $386.33 with 50 families participating, some families put all the 
distribution towards Technology. 

I hope you participated in our St. Valentine’s Challenge!! We will announce the winner 
in March. 

If you are still NOT participating, please consider helping out. You can order cards 
online right onto your phone (call Karen 505-206-0906) if you want help setting up.   

 

Karen Kolke 

THE TRUNK 

I found it deep within my dad’s closet. It 
was the closet underneath the stairs 
leading down to the basement. Behind 
boxes of Halloween and Christmas 
decorations, further back than the 
hanging clothes from decades ago, and 
suitcases covered in garbage bags to 
keep the dust off them. It was an old 
green trunk. I remember that it used to 
take up residence in my grandmother’s 
basement. I have fond memories of 
exploring grandma’s basement, which 
was full of vintage items from eons ago, 
just waiting for someone to discover 
them. I’m not certain if this trunk 
belonged to my grandmother, or to my 
great grandmother before her, but I do 
know it’s been in our family for as long as 
I can remember. And so, I was excited to 
see what was inside, hoping to find 
photographs, or journals of my ancestors, 
keepsakes, or treasures of one kind or 
another. Make no mistake, someone had 

taken the time to put something inside 
that was dear to them. Something 
important that needed to be kept safe. 
Something of value whether that be 
financial, or sentimental, I wasn’t sure, 
but whatever it was, it was important to 
someone, once upon a time… 

And then…I opened it… 

     (Continued on Page 5) 

SCHOOL NEWS 

⎯ Choir Concert: March 7 at 7 
p.m. 

⎯ The Teachers will be hosting 
the Fellowship Meal on March 8 at 
5:45 p.m. 

⎯ Donuts with Dad: March 17 at 8:45 
a.m. 

⎯ Spring Break No School: March 20—
24 
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DON’T GIVE UP ANYTHING FOR LENT—ADD SOMETHING INSTEAD 

No, I’m not really telling you to skip giving something up for Lent if you are so inclined.  
I understand sacrificing something during the Lenten Season is an outward response to 
Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice for us. 

I have seen some remarkable things happen to people as they have sacrificed and 
given up certain indulgences  as we walk through the season of Lent in anticipation of 
Jesus’ suffering, death and ultimately His resurrection giving us the promise of eternal 
life and forgiveness of our sins. 

I am merely making the suggestion of adding something in response to His love and 
sacrifice for each of us. There are so many ways we can respond in a contemplative, 
and deliberate way to the love Jesus has shown for us. What better time to do it than 
during Lent. 

We can by deliberately setting time each day in prayer. Quiet time set aside to just talk 
to God, listen to God and to open up to His will for us. Be intentional, in the morning, or 
the evening (or both), to pray on a daily basis. 

Another possible add for Lent if you do not do so already, is to perhaps add a daily 
devotion or meditation. Open your mind and your heart and do so on a daily basis.  
Perhaps it has been a while since you spent quiet time in the word.  I can’t think of a 
better time than now, during Lent to add this to your daily routine. 

Maybe this Lenten Season is a time that you can add attending our Wednesday worship 
if you do not do so already. Use the additional time of worship to honor God in 
response to His love for us and also to be fed through the worship, word, and teaching 
that you can receive during these mid-week worship services. 

If not attending Sunday Bible classes perhaps add this to your Sunday mornings. I can 
promise you that you will come away fed and I am not 
talking about the donuts. Not only is it a time to learn, and 
dive into the word, but it is a great time to get to know 
your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ here in our family 
at Christ Lutheran Church and School. 

If you are still looking for something to add during this 
time of Lent, look for a way you can serve during Lent in 
response to God’s gift of grace and forgiveness. I know 
that God Cares About You is always looking for helpful 
hands. Ask German or Al how you can help. Go through 
your closets for nice unused clothes to give away. 

Do something deliberate on your own. I know someone 
that started making sandwiches for the homeless, and out 
of those sandwiches became a full blown social ministry. 
You never know how God is going to use your responsive 
service. 

Here is a fun idea as something to add during Lent. Invite 
a friend or neighbor to come to church with you. God may 
use this response you make to Him to enter into your 
friend or neighbor’s heart. I cannot think of anything more 
joyous than this.  

      (Continued on Page 6) 
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The overpowering smell of moth balls was 
the first thing I noticed. Then, as I began 
to look through what was inside, there 
were some handmade baby clothes, what 
looked like a baptism gown, and a 
blanket.  Everything inside had been 
used, and all the cloth items were in 
disrepair, with aged yellow stains, tears, 
or holes. And as I moved all of it from the 
trunk to the trash bag, I couldn’t help 
wondering if there were some Plague, or 
Typhoid germs stored along with the rest 
of the items. That’s when it hit me. 19 “Do 
not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” Matthew 6:19-21. All those 
precious ‘things’ we think are so 
important will fade. Let’s keep our hearts 
in God’s Word and store up those 
heavenly treasures that will never fade!  

                   Together in Christ, 

 

    Kim Rasmussen 

FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY 

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that the 
Stephen Ministers are the After People. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

… after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.  

… after  the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay  
      come crashing in on you. 

… after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.  

… after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

… after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new 
     home.”  

… after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house     
     suddenly seems empty.  

… after the gravel comes down, the handcuffs, go on, and your loved one is led away. 

… after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.  

… after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 

… after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you 
      still need to talk it out.  

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to come alongside you—or your 
friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as 
long after as needed.  



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

This Summer (June 12-16) we will 
have our Mystery Island themed VBS 
event where we will Track Down the 
One True God. EVERYONE can help be 
a part of this ministry! Here are ways 
you can help: 

⎯ Volunteer during the week of 
VBS as a helper 

⎯ Help with our Fellowship Meal on 
April 19 that will help raise funds for 
supplies  

⎯ Designate a Thrivent Action Card 
for our Fellowship Meal or for other 
resources we need for the week 

⎯ Donate to this ministry 

Please pray and consider helping 
serving with our VBS. Visit our website 
at https://clcsvbs.myanswers.com/
mystery-island/ or scan the QR code 
below to volunteer or to donate. You 
can also stop by the VBS table in the 
Narthex to sign up. Contact Janine in 
the church office if you want to know 
more.  

CHILI COOK OFF AND TALENT 

SHOW 

Come one, come all! To our Annual Chili 
Cook off and Talent Show on March 12th 
from 5:30—7:30 p.m. Come show off your 
cooking skills or your best talent. Sign ups 
are in the Narthex! 

HONOR CIRCLE 

We will be meeting at the Sunny Side Up 
on March 9th at 11:45 a.m. If you are 55 
and older please join us, contact Connie 
Kallsen for more information. 

BUNCO NIGHT 

Join us for a fun night of Bunco, food, 
fellowhip and prizes on Sunday, March 19 
from 5:30—7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Bring a finger-food snack and bring the 
whole family. There will be lots of prizes 
awarded! Everyone is welcome! If you’ve 
never played before, it is easy to learn.  

SENIOR OUTING 

Friday, March 31 at 10 a.m. 

The Legacy of Bob Hope at the 
Museum of Nuclear Science 

Lunch—Vicks Vittles 

Contact Marcia Koschmann  

EM: m_koschmann@yahoo.com   

PH: 505.271.1287 
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And what better time for someone to hear the message of God’s saving grace and 
unconditional love than during the season of Lent. 

These are just a few of the things that you may consider adding for Lent. Others may 
include special family time in meditation, study and discussion, personal evangelism, 
visitation, offering a listening ear. 

Lent can be a time of sacrificially giving up things, but it can be a time of sacrificially 
adding things in response to the Love and sacrifice that Jesus has done for us.  My 
Prayer is that this Lent is a time of contemplation, Prayer and growth for all of us. 

God’s Peace, 

 

Jerry Shroff 

Congregational Chairman 



NOTES FROM THE MUSIC 

DIRECTOR ~ 

Greetings of God’s peace to you this 
March!  

Our season of Lent continues through this 
month—a time when we cleanse our 
hearts through repentance and prayer, 
looking to the cross where Jesus our 
Savior died and carried all our sins for us. 
In His death, we have life! Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit in Word and 
Sacrament our faith is renewed and we 
rejoice in the fullness of grace that is ours 
as children of God. 

The Bell Choir will be playing “My Faith 
Looks Up to Thee” for our services on 
Sunday, March 5. 

The Choir will be singing “Behold the 
Lamb” for services on Sunday, March 12. 

Looking ahead, please be sure to join us 
in person for Holy Week services which 

begin with Palm Sunday on April 2 and 
conclude with Easter on April 9 with 
special worship times on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. What a 
beautiful, blessed time to be in God’s 
house! 

For some light entertainment, come see 
the School Choirs present a concert on 
Tuesday evening, March 7 at 7 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. They are working on a play 
called “Not Your Average Joe,” which is 
the story of Joseph told in a little different 
way. 

May this Lenten season be a blessing to 
you! 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth, and wisdom 
and strength, and honor and glory and 
praise forever and ever! Amen! 

 

               
         ~ Beth Shroff 
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Date Time Sermon Lay Minister Lector Ushers Acolyte Music 

1 

12 p.m. 
Pastor 
Eric 

Robinson 

Jerry Shroff Betty Swanger 
Eunice Hoeft and 
Mary Spensley 

TBD 

Beth 
Shroff 

7 p.m. Matt Helge TBD 
Tom Hebblewhite 

and Glen 
Postenrieder 

Harmony 
Lowe 

8 

12 p.m. 
Pastor 
Eric 

Robinson 

Jerry Shroff Jerry Shroff 
Ralph Hughes and 

Mary Spensley 
TBD 

Beth 
Shroff 

7 p.m. Al Koschmann Kelly Gruetzner 
Tom Hebblewhite 

and Glen 
Postenrieder 

Nash 
Robinson 

15 

12 p.m. Pastor 
Eric 

Robinson 

Marty 
Rasmussen 

TBD TBD TBD 
Beth 

Shroff 
7 p.m. James Gruetzner Cheryl Frazine 

Glen Postenrieder 
and David Yocky 

Harmony 
Lowe 

22 

12 p.m. Pastor 
Eric 

Robinson 

Jerry Shroff Eunice Hoeft Eunice Hoeft TBD 
Beth 

Shroff 
7 p.m. Matt Helge TBD Glen Postenrieder 

Nash 
Robinson 

29 

12 p.m. Pastor 
Eric 

Robinson 

TBD Betty Swanger TBD TBD 
Beth 

Shroff 
7 p.m. 

Kelley 
Burmeister 

Lishelle 
Burmeister 

TBD 
Harmony 

Lowe 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICES IN MARCH 



MARCH NEWS! 

Goodbye NFL! Thank you for this year’s 
mediocre Super-Ad Sunday and the 
season’s finale to fill the static between all 
those bland commercials; save, a few. For 
years, the Super Bowl meant I could give 
up my worldly passion for football during 
Lent, but now, temptation lurks! Did you 
know the XFL started and the resurgent 
USFL begins in April?! Hopefully, I haven’t 
ruined anybody’s plans for Lent. I 
apologize. 

Coincidently, the God Cares About You 
mission statement ends with, “…changing 
lives now and for eternity.” I’ve 
mentioned before the importance of Mr 
Dawley’s amendment, by adding, “It’s not 
just the lives of the people we serve who 
are changed, but those who serve are 
changed, too.” Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have the pleasure of meeting Vic, but his 
words remain the essence of that closing 
clause.  

“How are these two likened?” you may 
ask… 

The relationships we are developing at 
the Mission are accompanied with 
challenging and fulfilling conversations. 
Talks that include the struggles of cold 
winter nights, broken pasts, stolen 
possessions, and the et ceterras of their 
lives. What is not overheard are chats of 
‘last week’s game,’ or the latest episodes 
of Whocares; understandably.  

Addicted to television and one particular 
sport, vis-à-vis futbol americano, this 
past year has been a blessing because I, 

we, are not 
engaging in 
causal, How’s 
the weather? 
chit-chat. 
Instead, our 
discussions 
surround 
Christ’s Love 
and updates 
on their well-
being. Not  

 

being exposed 
daily to newsy 
reporting or tv 
citing has 
helped me to 
by-pass the 
indulgences 
provided by 
streaming 
services and 
many football 
games. A true 
blessing. 

This Lenten 
season I plan 
on giving up football, yet again! I plan on 
being grateful for the wonderful 
relationships I will develop at the 
Mission. Because of them, tv and sports 
seem to be less and less a priority in my 
life. I am grateful because the support 
and donations made to God Cares About 
You allow us to focus on loving our 
brothers and sisters in Christ and 
changes our lives, too. Thank you! 

If you haven’t been yet, I invite to stop 
and visit the Mission on Tuesdays at 1 
p.m. or Thursdays at 2 p.m. We 
distribute groceries at these times and 
are blessed with the opportunity to say, 
“Here’s a box of cereal. God Bless.” This 
season, you never know what 
conversations might spring up. 

We ask that you keep God Cares About 
You and ALL it’s ministries in your 
prayers.  

  

Thank you and God Bless!  

 

German Montiel, Director GCAY 

505.377.2756 
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GCAY BOARD 

MEMBERS: 

Al Koschmann, CLC 

Bonnie Conrad, Immanuel 

Jim Kunkle, Calvary 

Reverend J. Heffelfinger 



MARCH 

CELEBRATIONS 
“Happy Birthday” to the following 
members who were born in March: 
 

Mar. 1  Jonathan Yocky 

Mar. 2  Ron McBrayer  

Mar. 6  Wayne Muenster 

  Polly Oetting 

Mar. 11 DuWayne Branscombe 

Mar. 13 Howard Donaldson 

Mar. 14 Keith Sainz 

Mar. 15  Avery Pelzman 

  Karon Paulat 

  Joseph Brem 

Mar. 16 Michael Nemitz 

Mar. 17 Patty van Dyck 

  Kyle Lemke 

Mar. 20 Robert Willman 

  Christa Bauer 

Mar. 22  Lois Postenrieder 

  Anne Isimbi 

Mar. 25 Cora Mae Hawkins 

Mar. 26 Anastasia Alberti 

Mar. 27 Paul Gothard 

  Ian Hrasky 

  Jordan Sainz 

Mar. 29 Tony Alberti 

  Jim Behnken 

Mar. 30 Pastor David Clark 
  

“Happy Anniversary” to the 
following members who were 
married in March: 
 

Mar. 13 James & Kelly Gruetzner 

Mar. 14 Kevin and Danielle  
  Lukow 

Mar. 21 Aaron & Hayleigh  
  Saavedra 

Mar. 24 Keith & Tanya Sainz 

 

(Please let the church office know if 
we missed your special date) 

March 1—PTL will be hosting and serving an 
Olive Garden Pasta Bar. 

March 8—Teachers will be hosting and serving 
“Maid Rite” a popular dish in Iowa similar to a 
sloppy joe but without a tomato sauce. 

March 15—Women’s Guild will be hosting and 
serving homemade lasagna. 

March 22—There will be NO Fellowship Meal 
this week. 

March 29—GCAY will be hosting and serving 
New Mexican Cuisine 

TUESDAY MEN’S 

BIBLE STUDY—6 

A.M. 

“Images of God” 
Knowing him Better 

Join Us!! 

Zoom or In Person 

Church Conference Room 

Contact: Al Koschmann 

akoschmann@yahoo.com 
 

SMALL GROUP 

BIBLE STUDY 

“1 & 2 Peter” 

Courage in Times of 
Trouble 

1st & 3rd Thursdays 

7 p.m. 

Join Us!! Via Zoom or 
In Person 

Al & Marcia 
Koschmann’s Home  

Contact: Al Koschmann 

akoschmann@yahoo.com 
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