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Dear Friends in Christ,
With the advent of a new year, we begin to contemplate what the coming year will bring. So many are looking forward
to moving past 2020, and moving beyond a divided nation full of political turmoil, an unsettled world filled with violence and strife, and a pandemic that has re-shaped the way we live our daily lives in so many different ways. As with
any new year, or any significant events, we have an opportunity as Christians to reflect upon the relevancy of our culture, our society, our world, and even the value of life itself. Examining all that has happened this past year through the
lens of the Gospel message of salvation in Christ Jesus, the question remains: “How do we apply the message of the cradle and the cross to a self-destructive and sinful world?” For indeed, the evidence is clear that people, more than ever,
need a message of hope in the midst of everything going on in their lives.
It is certainly appropriate, and necessary, for us as individuals and as a fellowship of believers, to constantly examine
and evaluate the effectiveness of our witness, the relevancy of our message, and the efficacy of our ministry to a world
that struggles with spiritual ideas and relationships. It is increasingly important for us to continue to explore new ways
of connecting people to the saving grace of Christ through the internet, social media, and His church without compromising the integrity and truth of the Gospel. It is vital for us to ensure that connections are made with others that are not only
life-changing but also Christ-centered. It is of the utmost urgency that we revisit the central truths of Christianity — what
it means to have a personal faith relationship with Christ and His church — in the context of the culture and the world in
which we live. Christ IS the Solid Rock, in an unstable world, upon
which we stand!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

We each need to examine our own faith and life as individual believers
and as members in the whole body of Christ. What does it truly mean to
live by “grace,” the kind of grace upon which we depend time and time,
again and again. The gift of God for which we constantly ask. The grace
which is the treasure hidden in the field, the pearl of great price — the
grace for which we are ready to sacrifice everything in order to obtain.
The grace that calls us to follow Jesus Christ. The grace that costs a man
his life, because a Man gave His life. The grace that justifies the sinner.
The grace that cost God the life of His Son: “ye were bought at a price.”
It is grace because God did not reckon His Son too dear a price to pay for
our life, but delivered Him up for us. This Grace is the Incarnation of
God.
Continuing to connect people during a time of isolation and quarantines
to the grace of God in Christ Jesus creates its own set of challenges and
obstacles to overcome by God’s guidance. Yet, we never give up because
guiding and supporting one another on the path of discipleship is what
we should be all about.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Christ Lutheran Church
Officers & Board Members

A New Hope

Chairman - Jerry Shroff
Vice Chairman - Bob Dragan
Secretary - Rosalie Volz
Treasurer - Open
M&M Budget Facilitator - Ron McBrayer

Our Capital Campaign 20202022 Fund Raising Goal $200,000

Board of Christian Education

Amount Pledged (as of midDec) - $164,380 Amount Already Donated - $67,300
($9,200 of this was unpledged)

Bill Vering , chair
Kris Donahue
Bob Dragan
Dave Oetting
Ann McBrayer
Danielle Lukow
Kevin Lukow
Deon Haas – teacher rep.

It’s a new year, thankfully. As
we put 2020 in the rear view
mirror, we can once again
focus on the challenges of a
new year, one that will certainly carry forward the era of
COVID-19, but with renewed
hope for a return to some
semblance of “normal” and an
ability to plan for the future
support of the missions here at
Christ Lutheran.

Board of Church Properties
Chair - Open
Paul Guyer
John Ivey
Jerry Kolke
German Montiel
Joel Naber

Board of Human Care
Marcia Koschmann, chair
Nancy Brul
Eunice Hoeft
Allyn Irving
Connie Kallsen

Board of Lay Ministry
Marty Rasmussen, chair
Jeff Bowen
Kelley Burmeister
Bob Dragan
James Gruetzner
Matt Helge
Jerry Shroff

Board of Missions
Ralph Hughes, chair
Josiah Gasitha
Barbara Gunderlach
Sarah Handrock
Lee Swanger

Board of Parish Fellowship
Kelly Gruetzner, chair
Sheri Call
Cheri Guyer
Karen Kolke
Shelby Vering

Our members continue to give
generously through normal
offerings, all be it at a slightly
lower level than last year. We’re on target to make a significant dent in our roof loan
before interest begins to accrue in April. And the school continues to be an integral
part of the future here at Christ Lutheran.
We can only ask for your continued support – financially, prayerfully and by volunteering. Participate in the SCRIP program, designate Thrivent “Choice Dollars” to our
church, and use “smileamazon.com” (it’s the same as amazon.com, but you can elect
Christ Lutheran as a beneficiary of your purchases).
“Faith in God moves the heart toward thanksgiving, which moves us toward making
offerings to the Lord in His house. It’s simply what Christians do. Our thanksgiving
to our Lord for all His benefits to us simply must overflow into sacrificial giving to
the Lord. What Isaiah prophesied, the Wise Men did, and we still do today by giving
with a thankful heart.” (LCMS Stewardship Ministry, 1/2021)

Board of Stewardship

Best Wishes for a Blessed New Year,

Tom Hebblewhite, chair
Randy Bennett
Bob Dragan
Al Koschmann

Tom Hebblewhite Board of Stewardship

Board of Youth
Doug Rickers, chair
Julie Henderson
Sarah Nixon
Rhett Skelton
Amy Van Dyke
John Van Dyke
Deborah Yoder
Marlin Yoder

Christ Lutheran Chronicle
The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran
Church & School. News items and articles are due in the church office on
the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published.
Your submission may be edited for content or length. Thank you for your
participation and cooperation!
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From the Congregational Chairman—Promises In 2021!
The New Year is here. This has always been an exciting time for me. It’s a time to refresh and
set a plan for all the great things that can be accomplished. It’s a time to start anew.
However, after the challenges of 2020 and the uncertainty of 2021, it is different this year. I’ve struggled as it
is hard to plan and forecast when you really don’t know what lies ahead.
There are some things I do know so rather than making grand plans on what is going to take place in 2021. I
am going to choose to cling to the things that I know we have and let that be my driving force for 2021.
First, and foremost, we have a God who loves us dearly. A God who through His son, has taken us into His
family and promised to be with us always. With His promises, He gives us a joy that we can hold on to no matter what happens in this earthly world.
This pandemic cannot take away this joy. Economic challenges cannot take away this joy. Politics cannot take
away this joy. No matter what is thrown at us this joy is ours, in suffering or happiness, trials and tribulations
or huge accomplishments this joy is ours. I choose to cling to it.
The second thing I know for certain is that, with His promises, God has also given us His love and commanded
us to share it with those around us so that the Holy Spirit can work into their lives also. In 2021 I am going to
try to do so as best I can.
I, we, can do this no matter what the pandemic brings, no matter the economy, politics…whatever the world
throws at us. God tells us to simply love those around us and that means both the lovable and the not so lovable.
I truly believe there is a connection with this love and His Joy and the more I love the more I will understand
and accept His Joy. My prayer is that this becomes more of a part of my Spiritual DNA in 2021 and grows in
the same way in our Church as well.
The third thing I know for certain, is that God has gifted us with a church family here at Christ Lutheran
Church and School. No matter the course of 2021 we are His local church and for this I am so thankful.
My prayer is that we can explore ways in 2021 to better be there for each other. Whether we can have in person services or online services. No matter if we must isolate and socially distance or can come together with
meals, worship and fellowship we are His family, and He has brought us together.
I challenge myself and I challenge all of you to step out in small ways and big ways to check on each other,
and strengthen our “family” ties and build upon this love
that God has given us bringing us together to be His as
Christ Lutheran Church and School. This is part of my
2021 plan.
With the lack of clarity in 2021, God has given us a plan.
He has given us His Joy to cling to…His love to share…
and His church to enable us to support each other in love
and prayer. This is a good and simply plan and it is my
prayer to stick to it. I invite you to join me.
God’s Peace,
Jerry
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It is this ministry that enables Christians to live in the world without being of it. It is this very grace, which at its heart,
gives birth to true discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowers us to live a life that is truly distinguished from the world
— a grace that brings with it a willingness to sacrifice all for Him because of His sacrifice for us! In this past year, the
Holy Spirit has led us to be more creative, more engaged, and more committed to the mission and ministry of Christ Lutheran Church and School. In a time in which we could have thrown in the proverbial towel and called it quits, God’s
people have stepped up to the plate in so many ways to not only sustain our ministry, but to also watch it continue to
grow in interesting and incredible ways that many worldly focused people would deem impossible in light of everything
going on during the pandemic.
I believe we are actually much better equipped to reach out and share the grace of the Gospel message of salvation in
Christ Jesus, our Lord. You can help by forwarding emails with online worship and Bible Study information to friends
and family (not to mention everyone else in your address book). Our online presence has grown, and we actually have
“online visitors” who are asking questions and engaging with our congregation. You can personally resolve to be active
in worship and in Bible Study, whether in-person or on-line, in virtual or actual Fellowship with other Christians! Resolve in the new year to live everyday for Christ and to share His grace in word and deed, looking for every opportunity,
in-person, on-line, by emails, phone calls, and on social media. Resolve to be Christ-focused and not world-focused. Resolve to see the world through the eyes of Christ. Resolve to see the lives and situations of others through the loving and
compassionate eyes of our Savior. Resolve to live by His grace and find hope in His promises! May God continue to
guide us in the year to come.
In Christ,
Pastor Neal Groeling

Moving Forward...
New Year. Something to look forward to, and yet…what if 2021 is just as crazy as 2020? I admit it, I pushed
Christmas this past year. I was listening to Christmas songs and buying gifts before Thanksgiving. I think in
some ways, I was trying to hurry along the end of 2020. I wanted to move away from constantly thinking of the
pandemic, politics, and civil unrest. But dwelling on the negative is never the right thing to do. So looking forward became a strategy. I was looking forward to a New Year, new month, new season.
In practicing what I preached about being thankful, there are some blessings that came out of 2020 in spite of all
the frustrations. We spent more time with immediate family. We worked on our house, making improvements
that would probably have not been done until retirement. We had more time for reading and spending time enjoying our pets. We problem solved how to stay safe while taking care of kids. We learned how to use zoom.
We learned to not take toilet paper for granted. We figured out how to stay connected emotionally even if not
physically. We prayed more, and reminded loved ones just how much they are loved. And finally, we learned to
rely more on God and less on our changing circumstances, and our own skills or abilities, because He doesn’t
change. Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever”.
And so as we look forward, we can remember that nothing on earth lasts forever. Not CORONA, not our great
nation, not our school, nothing. Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers, the flower fades; but the Word of God will stand
forever.” If there is anything 2020 taught us, it’s that you can’t trust in anything but God. So as we move forward with 2021, no matter what happens, we need to remember that we are loved and cared for by the only one
who matters.
Blessings on our New Year together!
In Christ,
Kimberly Rasmussen
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~Notes from the Music Director~
Greetings to each of you this new year! May the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of the Christmas season remain with you as we face the
days of the new year! No one knows but God what the new year will bring for us. It seems safe to say it is bound to be better than
2020! As you seek His will and purpose for you in the new year, live with confidence in His forgiveness, trust in His love, and share
those gifts with all around you.
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” Isaiah 60:1
This is my favorite Bible verse for the season of Epiphany, which we celebrate during the month of January. Epiphany celebrates the
manifestation of God in Jesus! This year our Gospel lessons come from the book of Mark, and they concentrate on the healing power
of Jesus. Very comforting during this time of the pandemic! My prayer for all of you is for health and strength, as you put your faith
in Him! May we continue to worship Him safely, giving all glory to God!
Oh, what an awesome God we have! May you seek and see Him in your life in 2021!
~ Beth Shroff

FROM THE BOARD OF YOUTH
The year of 2020 is finally over. Although this marks the end of a very challenging year for our youth, it hopefully will mark a new
beginning to them as well. The pandemic has been especially tough on our youth. They are not only separated from their classmates
and friends, but also spend a lot of their time in what feels like isolation.
January will be a feeling out process as we see how restrictions will ease. A movie night will be a possibility this month.
At the end of February, the kids will be attending a Virtual Youth Quake. As of right now, the plan is to do this event as a group.
(With social distancing of course). This event is something the youth can look forward so keep an eye out for updates and scheduling of this event.
Thanks again for all your support, CLY and JOY
Doug Rickers

SCRIP
Our FUNdraising for the month of November......we sold $12,834.10 worth of gift cards
We earned $595.90 dollars of FUNDraising money that went to these Distribution groups.
There was $248.95 that went to the Church and School Technology Fund.
• LWML District Mission Grants earned $20.96 with 2 families participating
• Deficit Reduction earned $41.49 with 8 families participating
• School Scholarship Fund earned $19.4 with 3 families participating
• School Tuition we distributed $111.29 with 8 families participating
• School Playground we distributed $16.65 with 2 families participating
• Church and School Roof Loan we distributed $21.90 with 4 families participating
• Youth Accounts distributed $42.95 with 4 families participating
• God Cares About You Mission distributed $15.31 with 4 families participating
• Technology we distributed $148.95 with 36 families participating, some families put all
their distribution towards Technology.
You can order cards online (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help setting it up.
There are a lot of cards that can be ordered and used on-line ~ Amazon, Walmart, Starbucks, Lowes, The Home Depot, Kohl's,
Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body works, Best Buy, Game Stop, I-tunes and the list goes on.............
We have several new cards available ~ Sonic, Happy Moments, Happy Dining (these have several merchant options on one card) and
more!
Thanks for the support of this Awesome Fundraiser!! Better then selling cookie dough and wrapping paper!!
Karen Kolke, SCRIP Coordinator
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God Cares About You Mission
Opening Bible Verse: Matthew 5:16 – 8 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.
Dear Partners in Christ: I apologize for not having a newsletter article the past couple of months. We have been ver y busy
here at GCAY and in our personal lives as well. I want to keep you all in the loop of what we’ve been doing here at the mission.
We will still be having our Christmas eve food and clothing giveaway. We will take plenty of pictures for you all to see in our next
newsletter.
Our community here is very grateful to see us open during this pandemic because without us here, many of the homeless and struggling families wouldn’t have any food or gifts to give to their children. It’s very heartwarming to have the people in this community
tell us how much they appreciate us risking our health to be here to feed and clothe them. We thank all of the volunteers that we
have here for their continued support and help during this pandemic, life is too short to live in fear, that is why we trust in our Lord
and Savior to protect us while we are out on the front line. WE would like to thank Al and Marcia Koschmann from Christ Lutheran and Linda and Florence from Immanuel Lutheran, and everyone else that has helped us every step of the way, you are all amazing individuals! Until next year, God Bless!
Thanks for your continued Support: If you would like to find out mor e infor mation on donating or helping us her e at the
Mission, please feel free to call Lionel at 505-545-1837. Thanks in advance for all of your continued
support.
Closing Prayer: Dear Lor d, We thank you for ever ything, please continue to guide us and let us
remember that we need to take a moment and relax. Please help us remember that we will never be
completely worry-free with all the stress coming but through praying, it will trump daily concerns.
Please help us know that we should not worry and that we should pray and be happy. In Jesus precious
name we pray, AMEN!
Liz

Well 2020 is about to come to an end and what a year it has been. With the Covid outbreaks, we had to hit the pause button in many
areas. However, as the quarantine has gone on, I think we've come to appreciate that the most important things in life during this
pandemic. We were doing everything possible to sustain operations and provide services to our GCAY community. We knew we
needed to adapt fast to our changing reality. Now more than ever our community needs us and we need you.
Sequestering indoors has tested the resilience and patience of many, but this slow down of unplanned days has also created more
opportunities for people to take stock of things for which they have to be thankful.
Small daily rituals make people more grateful by putting things into perspective and helping them focus on things they are thankful
for, rather than things they can't control. "It's very hard to be stressed and grateful at the same time". Thank you for being part of
our GCAY community. Without your donations and volunteerism, none of this would be possible.
Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Ralph Hughes, Mission Chair
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January Celebrations!
“Happy Birthday” to the following members
of who were born in January:
Jan. 1
Natalie Bown
Jan. 2
Rachelle Golich
Erin Oetting
Jerry Shroff
Jan. 4
Randy Bennett
Joshua Bickel
Connie Kallsen
Lee Swanger
Jan. 5
Pamelia Rickers
Jan. 8
Leslie Helge
Madelyn Stephens
Jan. 9
Joy Branscombe
Jan. 10
Holy Shima
David Yocky
Jan. 11
Jacob Guyer
Jan. 14
Alan Ling
Jan. 15
Susan Lund
Gabriel Yoder
Jan. 16
Michael Kelm
Jan. 17
Daniel Curtiss
Jan. 18
Debbie Schneider
Jan. 19
James Handrock
Jan. 20
Emily Matzke
Caleb Naber
Jan. 21
Kathryn Ballengee
Jan. 25
Jacob Gallegos-Ortega
Barbara Weinlein
Jan. 26
Jan. 27
Jan. 28
Jan. 29

Daniella Agasaro
Marty Rasmussen
Olivia Klein
Jesse Arenas
Jamie Blea
Tatum Lowe
Blake Postlethwait
Jan. 30
Rulaine Ethridge
Flora Nemitz
Jan. 31
Roger Holt
“Happy Anniversary” to the following members who were married in January:
Jan. 29
Josias Gasitha and Chantal
Muhumure
(Please let the church office know if we missed your
special date)

2019-2021
National LWML Mission Goal $2,100,000
Goal ~ $1,469,050 Dispersed

We are continuing to collect mites on the second Sunday, if that
doesn’t work you can drop them off at church anytime.
LWML Grant #11 for the 2019-2021 biennium is “Touching the Living Word — Lutheran Braille Workers.” Braille is a formal written
language for the blind where raised symbols are used to represent
letters and words. Since 1943, Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) have
been assembling braille Bibles and other Christian materials. In its 76
-year history, LBW has produced and distributed, free of charge,
over 14 million volumes of braille, in large print and audio materials.
Many volunteers help produce the printed materials using zinc plates,
braille presses, specialized paper, covers, and spiral bindings.
LWML Mission Grant #12 for the 2019-2021 biennium is Women’s
Witness and Mercy Asia — Mission Central. This grant will provide
funds to support 10 women in the work they are doing in Asia
through flights to and from their mission location, local transportation, insurance, supplies, materials, computers, payment for the education of their children, and other physical support.
LWML Mission Grant #13 for the 2019-2021 biennium is Digital
Media Development. Lutherans For Life digital media will use social
networks such as YouTube, Facebook, iTunes, and Instagram to
serve as a visual witness and allow Lutherans to engage people in
virtual conversations regarding life issues.
LWML Grant #14 for the 2019-2021 biennium is Hope and Healing
Hub of Downtown Lincoln. This grant will help with the renovation
of the University Lutheran Chapel, where anyone can go to be loved,
to be healed with the help of Christian counselors, and to receive
hope through Word and Sacrament.
LWML Grant #15 for the 2019-2021 biennium is Pre- and PostSeminary Training for Local Church Workers. The Lutheran church
continues to grow in Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Uganda, and Zambia. The churches are led by lay leaders and ordained pastors desiring more training. There are approximately 250
people taking part in various areas of study through LCMS Continuing Education courses. The grant will help to provide funds to cover
transportation, lodging, and food costs.
www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant
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Other Announcements
Flower Chart
Sign ups for flower dedications are needed for the
calendar year 2021. If you would like to sign up,
please call the church office. The sign up chart will
be kept in the church office for the time being, due to
Covid 19. Let’s fill up every spot for this next year!

Tuesday Men's Bible Study - 6:00 AM
“Advent of the Savior”
Prepare Your Heart for Him
Join Us via ZOOM!!

Small Group Bible Study
“John”
The Spread of the Gospel

Join Us via ZOOM!!

Book Discussion

“Forty Autumns”
A Family’s Story of Courage and Survival on Both
Sides of the Berlin Wall
Join Us via ZOOM!!

Tithe envelopes
If you still have not picked up your tithe envelopes they have been put in the mail boxes that
are in the Narthex. You may get them at your
earliest convenience or let us know if you would
prefer them to be mailed to you. Thank you for
your diligence in giving to the Lord!

31

24

17

10

3

NOTES:

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

Date Time

Fred
Oppel

Jerry
Shroff

Henderson

van Dyck

Helge

Rasmussen

Chris

Matt

David

Wert

Bowen

Marty

Jason

–

Jeff

Koschmann

Al

Helge

–

Henderson

Burmeister

Matt

David

–

Kelley

Rasmussen

Marty

Gruetzner

–

Bennett

Bowen
James

Randy

Jeff

Lay Minis- Comm.Asst.
ter

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

Ushers

* Leading liturgy; Greeters: Board of Youth

Groeling

Neal

Sarah
Handrock

Stinky
&
Harry

Stinky
&
Harry

Stinky
&
Harry

Children’s

1. No set schedule. If at a service and can volunteer, please do so.

Neal
Groeling*

Neal
Groeling*

Neal
Groeling*

Neal
Groeling*

Neal
Groeling*

Sermon

Krylowicz

Michelle

Frazine

Cheryl

Hoeft

Eunice

Koschmann

Al

Krylowicz

Michelle

Shroff

Jerry

Burmeister

Lishelle

Rasmussen

Kimberly

Gruetzner

Kelly

McBrayer

Ron

Lector

Henderson

Josh

Isimbi

Anne

Wertz

Catherine

(2)

(2)

Beth
Shroff
Beth
Shroff

(2)

(2)
Beth
Shroff

Joyful
Noise

Daniella
Agasaro

Wertz

(2)

(2)

Beth
Shroff
Beth
Shroff

(2)

Catherine

Lowe

Waylon

Henderson

Josh

(2)
Beth
Shroff

Joyful
Noise

Tatum
Lowe

Wertz

(2)

(2)

Beth
Shroff
Beth
Shroff

Sound

Music

Catherine

Isimbi

Anne

Acolyte

2, Phil Pelzman will arrange and coordinate.

Altar Society: D’Lorah Gothard

Oetting

&

McBrayer

Ricard

&

Bennett

Postenrieder

&

Swanger

Amindyas

&

Paulat

Oetting

&

McBrayer

Counters

Services during January
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Sunday Worship Times: 8:15 & 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Classes: 9:45 a.m.

SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
CHRIST!
WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN

PHONE: (505) 884-3876 | FAX: (505) 888-0655
| WEB PAGE: CHRISTABQ.ORG
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION
E-MAIL: ADMIN@CHRISTABQ.ORG

Neal Groeling, Pastor
Beth Shroff, Director of Music
Janine Morford, Church Secretary
Rosemary Pagliaro, Bookkeeper
Jeff Bowen, Custodian
Kim Rasmussen, Principal
Lisa Hatchell & Amie Lopez, School
Secretaries

Hayleigh Saavedra,
Preschool Lead Teacher
Nikki Concepcion, Pre-K
Leslie Lowe, 2 Year Old Teacher
Lishelle Burmeister, Kindergarten
Tanya Sainz, 1st Grade
Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Kimery Doyle, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Sarah Handrock, 5th Grade
Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Kat Fuller, 7th Grade
Deon Haas, 8th Grade

