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Dear Friends in Christ,
As the challenges we face due to COVID-19 continue to evolve, ministry at Christ Lutheran Church and School continues to move
forward, albeit in different ways. The school is spread out across our campus to comply with distancing requirements. Masks and
hand washing are the “new norm” for the time being. K-8 School enrollment continues to grow! We now have waiting lists for 2
Grades, and others are approaching full.
Our Preschool enrollment is lagging, due to a greater apprehension on the part of parents who are new to the whole education
environment. Let people know we have a safe and terrific Preschool that is open in-person, and still enrolling children.
The Mission at God Cares About You continues to serve people in the area of Central and Pennsylvania, and has been reopening
within the State parameters. While ministry is challenging, it is still moving forward. Reopening the Children’s Ministry at GCAY is
both a priority and a challenge.
We have entered into a new two-year Capital Campaign in order to raise $200,000 of funds to pay for our new roofs and to replenish our “rainy day” endowments. “God’s Blessings Raining Down and God’s People Looking up!” You will be hearing much
more about this in this newsletter, in mailings, on Sundays, and by emails. Please consider what the Lord is calling you to do!
Our long-time (nearly 15 years) Bookkeeper, Julie Henderson, is moving into a new position within our school. We are pleased to
welcome Rosemary Pagliaro aboard as our new Bookkeeper.
Our Church Secretary, Kristie Naber, resigned in August in order to pursue a Master’s Degree at UNM! Congratulations and blessings to her as she re-enters the world of higher education! As of now, the Secretary position remains unfilled. If you know of anyone interested, have them contact me.
Worship in-person continues to grow on Sunday Mornings, and Walk-Through Communion continues to be offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays from 12:30 pm to 12:50 pm. We
are ending a bit earlier now to accommodate our African Community which is once again
worshipping in-person on Sunday afternoons at 1:00 pm.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
From the Pastor

Our 8:15 am Worship Service and our Sunday Morning Bible Study continue to be availa- Stewardship
ble online through our website. It is amazing to see people “tune in” from all over the
country, and even from around the world. We have become creative in the way Bible
From the Principal
Studies are being held, and meetings are being held. Through it all, we continue to love
From the Congregational Chair
people, proclaim the Gospel, and serve our Lord.
We all wonder when we can “go back to normal” and resume our activities as they were
before. Yet, even when that happens, we have learned some new ways of doing things
that will still continue. Some Bible Studies will still have ZOOM participants, others will
still be online on Vimeo. Meetings may “ZOOM in” individuals who are unable to attend in
person, and Worship Service will still be webcast.
Through all of this, God is working! He has taught us how to expand ministry even in a
time of fear, panic, and isolation. He has taught us how to think outside the box and be
creative. He has brought people through our doors who have discovered us in different
ways!
It’s an exciting time to be in the Body of Christ at Christ Lutheran Church and School!
In Christ,
Pastor Neal Groeling
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GOD’S GOOD GIFTS
MONTHLY OFFERINGS NEEDED TO MEET FY2021 BUDGET: $42,083
AUGUST OFFERINGS FOR CHRIST LUTHERAN: $35,907
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
God’s blessings continue to rain down on Christ Lutheran Church and School.
Despite the enormous challenges in 2020, we continue to move forward committed
to the many missions this congregation faithfully supports everyday throughout the
year.
Despite the downturn in March of this year, we still exceeded our budget goal for
FY2020 ending in July. Although we’re off to a slow start this fiscal year, I’m
confident we will continue to support the needs of Christ Lutheran. Even with the
added challenge of a Capital Campaign to fund needed repairs to our campus
buildings, your generous support – through both contributions and prayer – will
keep us growing and strengthening our existing ministries.

Board of Stewardship
Tom Hebblewhite, chair
Randy Bennett
Bob Dragan
Al Koschmann

Board of Youth
Doug Rickers, chair
Julie Henderson
Thomas Hinrichs
Sarah Nixon
Rhett Skelton
Amy Van Dyke
John Van Dyke
Deborah Yoder
Marlin Yoder

Join us in our October pledge process for the “2020-2022 Capital Campaign” to
raise $200,000 over the next two years as we “Step Forward Together – Again”.
Tom Hebblewhite
Board of Stewardship
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From the Principal
Kim Rasmussen

From the Congregation
President
Jerry Shroff, Congregation Chairman

Fear. As I write this, I’m sitting in the ER,
getting checked for a number of things
following a bout of bronchitis with asthma, two weeks after
a lumpectomy. I do not have cancer. But talk about fear,
I’ve been wrestling with it daily, and I’m not the only
one. We all have our own trials, worries and doubts, and we
all have those times in our lives when that inner voice gets
loose and starts whispering lies into our ears.
You know that voice. The one that says, “You’re going to
fail,” or now –a-days,... “It’s COVID.” It loves to start with,
“What if......?” And it sends you down a dark path.
One coping mechanism that I’ve found is to picture the
worst possible scenario if my fear comes true. Then think
about how we could handle it, and slowly realize it wouldn’t
be the end of the world. The best part is that so far, I’ve
never had the worst case scenario happen, but even if it did,
I would survive it because I’ve got God on my side. Roman’s
8:38 reminds me that “And I am convinced that nothing can
ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons,[b] neither our fears for today
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of
hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the
sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
I just read a wonderful article from Dr. Amen. He talks
about those unwanted thoughts. The scientific world has
coined the term Ants- Autonomic Negative Thoughts. Dr.
Amen has some suggestions for capturing then and replacing them with positive thoughts. You can access his article
here: https://www.amenclinics.com/blog/do-you-have-anant-infestation-in-your-head/
God tells us in 2Corinthians 5:10 “We demolish arguments
and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ. So next time those Ants come
invading, take a deep breath, and say a prayer for God to
help you capture them and replace them with “Whatever’s”
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
Thanks! Kimberly

Crazy Times…
Steadfast in Faith
I think I am just going to state the obvious. These are
crazy times. As we navigate around a pandemic, we
face challenges of isolation, depression, anxiety and
more. What can we do to cope?
The answer is in our focus on the cross…being steadfast in Faith. Steadfast is an interesting powerful
word. A simple google of synonyms – loyal, faithful,
committed, devoted, dedicated, steady, true, trusty,
determined. To be steadfast in Faith is to march forward in living and sharing of God’s promises and mission.
This boosts me up in these times. There are lots of
obstacles before us. Throughout these though, we
are to trust in Our Lord in all things, to be steadfast in
Faith. We were just starting our new roof project for
the Church and School building when the Pandemic
took hold. What a sense of timing!
Now we are finished with our roofing project and have
begun a Capital Campaign to fund it as well as replenish our funds for challenges in the future. Doing
this during challenging times? Yes! Why? To continue in obedience and Faith to share God’s Love with
All of His children, while walking together in Christ…to
follow our mission, to be steadfast in Faith.
We were challenged this summer on whether to open
our school for in class learning or not. After much
Prayer we chose to open. We have gone through
multiple hoops to do so safely. We refitted space for
expanded classrooms, creatively added teacher aids,
and put additional challenges in front of our teachers.
By replacing the roofs and rising to the challenges of
opening safely during the pandemic challenges we
marched forward steadfast in Faith. After doing so, we
have added many new students. These are students
that are hearing about Jesus every day. Many of
these students were not being shared the Gospel before. Now they are. God is so good and so powerful
even in these challenging times.
It is so amazing to see The Holy Spirit continue to
work and watch our church family come together to
meet the challenges of the pandemic while waling
together steadfast in Faith. In addition to our school
flourishing with new students being fed the Gospel I
have watched in awe as:
(Continued on page 6)
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YOUTH NEWS

The kids are all back in
person, some are still doing
way, they yearn for the days
normalcy.

school now. Some are in
virtual learning. Either
that they will return back to

In September, the kids had
their first movie night of the
school year. This was well
attended with 23 kids coming out to see a movie and
share in fellowship. It has
great to see the kids back
together as this was the
first time many of these kids
had seen each other in person for five months or more. If was also a night that the youth welcomed the incoming sixth graders to the youth group.
In October, there will be another movie night and possibly a couple of Bible studies on zoom. Earlier this year, ten of the kids
were disappointed to find out the Youth Quake was canceled. It looks highly likely the next Youth Quake will be a virtual
event. We are exploring how to make this happen in a group setting and keep the kids safe at the same time.
Thanks again for all your support,
CLY and JoY

Notes from your Music Director
Happy Fall Y’all!
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” Romans 3:23-24
We have made it from the sudden shutdown in the spring through the uneventful summer into the slowly opening
of the fall. What an unusual time! I am so thankful to know our God is with us through all of this!
Our 8:15 a.m. services continue to be live-streamed so you can worship from home. Safety restrictions are being
followed if you would rather come in person. I am playing the piano for all 8:15 a.m. services because it works
better for the live-stream. I am playing the organ for the 11 a.m. services, if you are missing hearing the organ.
Our first Sunday in October, we will celebrate LWML Sunday. Kingdom People Produce Kingdom Fruit is the
theme.
The last Sunday in October we will observe Reformation Day. Martin Luther’s great hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God,” based on Psalm 46, was written during a time of plagues and death; Satan was active in the lives of the
people. Our world today is no different. God is still our refuge against all the forces of evil! Because of our Baptism
into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we know that in the end “the kingdom ours remaineth.”
I chose the Bible verse above because of the word “fall.” As I am now looking over our Reformation service, I see
that Romans 3 is the Epistle lesson for Reformation Day. I say that’s a “God-thing!” “Justified by grace” is, of
course, one of Luther’s greatest teachings from God’s Word. Rejoice in God’s grace!
I will soon start the Bell Choir practicing again. Let me know if you are interested.
Take care during this fall. God bless you.

~ Beth Shroff
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Opening Bible Verse: “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. For I
know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.
Dear Partners in Christ: We
have some great news; we
are starting to open up a
little more! Jim Kunkle is
now having Bible study starting at 12:30 on Thursdays.
We are able to feed, on a
limited basis, inside the ministry and we are able to let a
few people come inside our
gates to have a seat and speak about the Word. When
we pass out food in the afternoon on Tuesday and
Thursday, we are starting to let in 5 people at a time to
get food. We are strongly requiring masks to everyone
that comes inside our gates and inside of the ministry.
We are taking safety precautions to protect not only
the people that come here but, our volunteers as well.
Starting in October, we will start cooking breakfast for
people to come inside, sit down and enjoy a freshly
cooked breakfast and on Thursdays, we will start

serving hot soups with our meals. Little by little, we will
start going back to some kind of normalcy so that we
can assist this community in their needs.
Although we are not fully open, we will continue to provide as much help as possible, whether it be food,
clothes, The Word, prayer or, just an ear to listen. We
would like to thank Al and Marcia
Koschmann, Ralph Hughes, Jim
Kunkle, Pastor Heffelfinger, Pastor
Johnson and others for all of their
help and support throughout this
pandemic, we would not be able to
keep running without you all.
Thanks for your continued support.
Closing Prayer: Lord, thank you that
we are a family in Christ. Help us to
share his love and legacy with everyone that we encounter this week. May we lavish Christ’s abounding
goodness upon our families and friends. May we be
your hands and feet to the needy, your words of affirmation to the oppressed and your arms of comfort to
the lonely. Thank you for choosing to use us to bring
your kingdom here on earth, AMEN!
Liz

Mission Update from Ralph Hughes
I would like to express my gratitude for
the generous donation of funds
CLC gave GCAY during our Back to school
backpack and supplies drive for
the needy families of the neighborhood. It
feels great to know we have
great friends like you. People we can count
on whenever we are in need. We
will forever
be grateful to
you. With your generous donations we
were able to
purchase 40 backpacks. We also
received
cash donations from others to purchase
supplies and
Masks. A
huge thank you to Theresa
Ambrogi for
making flyers
and being there every Sunday;
to
accomplish
our goals. She continued
working to
make a difference by shopping for supplies and masks and
then filling each Backpack
(45) Of them. You truly are to be commended for your effort
and the impact for the
children of GCAY NEIGHBORHOOD. It is important to highlight that
with the distribution of Back
packs a bag of groceries was given to each family.
We were thrilled to have
Marcia Koschmann shop and fill bags. She also
had special reusable bags with our name and Logo.
Through the support of our Children's Ministry tutoring program and volunteers Chantal
Muhumure and Josias Gasitha. They provided delivery and transportation Of backpacks and food
to the
Children's residence on Sunday during these uncertain and
unprecedented Times. Thank you.
It is this continued support that sustains our Mission.
Again on behalf of the GCAY Mission, we are grateful
for the support during these Challenges. We are stronger together. Deuteronomy 15: 11 In there will never
cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you
"you shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the
needy and to the poor, in your land.
See pics!
Ralph Hughes
Missions Chair
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(Continued from page 3) President’s article

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our Bible Studies continue online, on zoom, and now some in-person and hybrid
Worship continue online and now online and in-person
Communion continue outside and inside services
Summer Camp occur with no COVID outbreaks
Our staff work throughout summer insuring the best possible reopening
God Cares About You continue to serve the people in the International District
Donations coming in for GCAY, Food Pantry and others
Contributions continue at Pre-pandemic levels assuring our Mission & Ministry continues and grows according
to God’s Plan
• New voices singing and leading worship
These are just a few of the many things that are happening now in the middle of the pandemic as we walk together
steadfastly in Faith. We have all experienced major challenges. Many have experienced horrendous challenges.
We all want normal our world to return.
In reality though the most important normal of OUR world has never changed. Throughout it all God has loved us,
forgiven us and holds us closely in His eternal family. I cannot think of a great normal than this.
Please as we march forward Pray for ways you can grow and assist with our Ministry. Pray for our Capital Campaign, our Mission and Ministry. Pray for ways you can participate with our worship, properties, and outreach. Pray
and seek God’s Will as we walk together steadfastly in Faith.
God’s Peace,
Jerry

SCRIP (Gift Cards) at Christ Lutheran Church & School
Our FUNdraising for the month of August......we sold $13,417.17 worth of gift cards
We earned $560.33 dollars of FUNDraising money that went to these Distribution groups.
There was $243.55 that went to the Church and School Technology Fund.

• LWML District Mission Grants earned $19.09 with 2 families participating
• Deficit Reduction earned $49.38 with 7 families participating
• School Scholarship Fund earned $25.66 with 4 families participating
• School Tuition we distributed $70.97 with 8 families participating
• School Playground we distributed $32.85 with 3 families participating
• Church and School Roof Loan we distributed $8.38 with 2 families participating
• Youth Accounts distributed $29.82 with 4 families participating
• God Cares About You Mission distributed $10.63 with 4 families participating
• Technology we distributed $243.55 with 39 families participating, some families put all
their distribution towards Technology.
You can order cards online (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help setting it up.
There are a lot of cards that can be ordered and used on-line ~ Amazon, Walmart, Starbucks, Lowes, The Home Depot, Kohl's, Bed Bath
& Beyond, Bath & Body works, Best Buy, Game Stop, I-tunes and the list goes on.............
Thanks for the support of this Awesome FUNdraiser!! Better then selling cookie dough and
wrapping paper!!
SCRIP Coordinator,
Karen Kolke
206-0906
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October Celebrations!
“Happy

Birthday” to the following members of
who were born in October:
Oct. 1
Mary Gaik
Kathy Kuhlman
Oct. 2
Michael McBrayer
Oct. 5
Kelly Gruetzner
Oct. 6
D’Lorah Gothard
Oct. 7
Michelle Krylowicz
Carl Mason
Kirby Postlewait
Oct. 8
Ryan Postenrieder
Oct. 9
Brandon Thomas
Robin Weber
Oct. 10
Jameson Burmeister-Nelson
Oct. 11
Tom Hebblewhite
Oct. 15
Cornelius Amindyas
Josh Henderson
Oct. 16
Barbara-Marie Mason
Oct. 17
Aubrey Burmeister
Oct. 18
Robin Oetting
Oct. 19
David Mitchie
Oct. 20
David Hommel
Raymond Jaramillo
Tim Matzke
Oct. 21
Anne McBrayer
Oct. 22
Kassandra Craig
Joyce Fisher
Christopher Kinnunen
Oct. 23
Bill Vering
Oct. 24
Cheryl Frazine
Emily van Dyck
Oct. 25
Stephanie Parhizkar
Oct. 26
Judy Carter
Julienne Nyirarwaka
Oct. 27
Chelsey Pelzman
Oct. 29
Talitha Schroeder
Oct. 30
Sally Rosenthal
Oct. 31
Kacie Dragan
Kylie Mitchell
“Happy Anniversary” to the following members
who were married in October:
Oct. 11
Don & Charlene Mantay
Oct. 20
David & Dianne Hommel
Charles & Karey Mitchell
David & Debbie Yocky
Oct. 22
Matt & Leslie Helge
Oct. 29
Jeremiah & Andrea Boerner
Gabe & Leslie Lowe
Oct. 31
James & Freda Cheek
(Please let the church office know if we missed your special date)

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
GOD’S BLESSINGS RAINING
DOWN AND GOD’S PEOPLE
LOOKING UP!
In faith and hope we move forward in this two-year
Capital Campaign endeavor, trusting God to provide
through His people. The Capital Campaign has two
purposes. First, to repay the loan we took out and
additional expenses to cover the school and church
roof replacements. The loan is interest free for the
first year, so Prayerfully we may be able to repay it
without incurring any interest repayments.
In addition, we are looking toward replenishing our
endowments which we have depleted over the years
for emergency expenditures and budget necessities.
Prayerfully consider how you can contribute above
and beyond your normal offerings over the next two
years to support this Campaign. “God’s Blessings
Raining Down and God’s People Looking Up!”

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday Men's Bible Study - 6:00 AM
“Daniel”
Spiritual Living in a Secular World
Join Us!!
Six feet apart in the Church Narthex Area
Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

Small Group Bible Study
“John”
The Spread of the Gospel
Join Us via ZOOM!!
Every Other Thursday – 7:00PM
Al & Marica Koschmann
Contact: akoschmann @yahoo.com
Book Discussion

The Oregon Trail: An American Journey
An epic account of traveling
the 2,000-mile
length of the Oregon Trail
the old-fashioned way.
Join Us via ZOOM!!
Friday Nov 13 – 7:00 PM
Al & Marcia Koschmann
Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

Cards ordered before Covid for the
Library are here. If you are in the
market for cards--or reading material-please let me know and we can
arrange to accommodate you. In
the meantime, stay safe and healthy.
Betty Swanger
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☺ Thank you to James Gruetzner for compiling the worship schedule each month. ☺
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We are still
looking for
a

For more information, or if you are interested, please
email Pastor Groeling at pastor@clcsabq.com

Christ Lutheran School
October Events

Thursday October 8th thru
Friday October 9th

Individual
School Pictures
October 14 thru
October 16
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2019–2021
National LWML Mission
Goal
$2,100,000
We are continuing to collect mites on the second Sunday, if that doesn’t work you can drop them off at church anytime.
Grant #1 Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya. This grant will provide funds for the installation of water
harvesting equipment (rain gutters and tanks), filters, hand wash stations and clean water storage in Kenya Lutheran schools
and orphanages.
Grant #2 Teach Me Too — Preschoolers with Learning Needs, Lutheran Special Education Ministries. This mission grant will
provide funding for expanding the services of the Let It Shine Academy, which was designed to administer intervention
strategies and address the unique needs of children with autism spectrum disorder in an early learning environment
Grant #3 Mission Outreach to At-Risk Young Women in Africa, will enable Lutheran Hour Ministries to continue ongoing
programs to help young women and their children who are forced into unhealthy life styles learn of Jesus and turn their lives
around
Grant #4 Nearly one million indigenous people live in isolated areas of northern Canada; half of whom are under the age of
14. Statistics show that over 15 percent of the youth in these areas will take their own lives out of despair and hopelessness.
LAMP Ministry Inc. goes into these communities with vacation Bible school, Bible studies, and one-on-one testimonies of the
hope provided through faith in Jesus. This grant will allow LAMP to hire more missionary pilots and train more volunteers so
that these communities will receive Christian education and the witness of the Gospel.
Grant #5 Lutheran Bible Translators God’s Word Changes Everything. There are over 170 million people who speak more
than 1,500 languages who have never read the Bible in their native dialect. Bible translation is absolutely foundational to the
mission of the church. This grant will pay for one year of a four-year training program for pastors and church leaders in
Tanzania, Ethiopia and elsewhere to be directly involved in translating God’s Word for their people. With your prayers and
mite donations, this vital ministry will share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the language of the people.
For more information, please go to http://www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grants

STEPHEN MINISTRY…Let’s Walk Through This
Together
Sometimes in normal times our daily lives can become overwhelming. These times are
anything but normal. The pandemic is impacting us all in very different ways. Anxiety,
stress, depression are spiraling out of control.
Our Stephen Ministry is here to help. If you need someone to listen to you, walk with you, pray with you
please reach out. This is why we are here to walk confidentially beside you when life gets overwhelming.
Through the pandemic we have continued with one on one relationships, continuing education and have
just recently started in-person training back up for our next Stephen Minister Class. We prayerfully want
to be by your side, lets walk through this together.
If you feel like you may want a Stephen Minister to walk with you please contact Pastor or call Stephen
Leader Dave Yocky at 505-553-3162.

Christ Lutheran Chronicle
The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School. News items and articles are due
in the church office on the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your submission may
be edited for content or length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!

Christ Lutheran Church and School
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Albuquerque, NM 87110
Return Service Requested

CHRIST CHRONICLE

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES: 8:15 & 11 A.M.
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES: 9:45 A.M.

2020

CHRIST!

SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,

WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN

PHONE: (505) 884-3876 | FAX: (505) 888-0655
| WEB PAGE: CHRISTABQ.ORG
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION
E-MAIL: ADMIN@CHRISTABQ.ORG

Neal Groeling, Pastor
Beth Shroff, Director of Music
Vacant, Church Secretary
Rosemary Pagliaro , Bookkeeper
Joshua Ortega, Custodian
Kim Rasmussen, Principal
Lisa Hatchell & Amie Lopez, School
Secretaries

Hayleigh Saavedra,
Preschool Lead Teacher
Nikki Concepcion, 5Day Pre-K
Julie Henderson, 3Day Pre-K
Leslie Lowe, 2 Year Old Teacher
Lishelle Burmeister, Kindergarten
Tanya Sainz, 1st Grade
Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Kimery Doyle, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Sarah Handrock, 5th Grade
Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Katerina Fuller, 7th Grade
Deon Haas, 8th Grade

