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Dear Friends, 

 

At times in our lives we find ourselves in the middle of events that seem to be out of control or in situations that seem to have no 

way out. Our nations' recent election for president illustrates this to some extent, as does the current pandemic. Other examples 

come from every day life --- a car accident, a diagnosis of cancer, a death of someone close, a fight with a family member, a hurt-

ful conversation with someone, loss of job, etc. In the midst of these and other life-changing situations, feelings of being power-

less, isolated, all alone, can often sweep over us and begin to control our actions and emotions, leaving us frightened and para-

lyzed with no hope. They can even erode our faith if we take our eyes off of Jesus. The storms of this world send insurmountable 

waves our direction, and we falter – unless we pause, take a deep breath, and once again focus on the cross of Jesus. 

 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews writes: “2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” (Hebrews 12:2-3) 

 

Focusing our eyes on the cross of Jesus brings a restored or even new perspective to all of 

our life situations. We realize that no matter what happens in this world – we are never all 

alone! Jesus suffered all on the cross for our sake that we might belong to Him! And be-

cause we belong to Him, He never leaves us nor forsakes us, but strengthens us through 

His Word, through prayer, and through the gift of His Body and Blood in Holy Commun-

ion, drawing us closer to Himself everyday. 

 

Where is your focus in life? Is it worldly centered or Kingdom centered? Is it self-

centered or Christ centered? We never know what turns the path of our life is going to 

take. We do not know from one day to the next which event is going to tragically touch 

our hearts, which situation is going to throw us into despair, or what circumstance will 

alter our best laid plans. We do not know the celebrations and the joys that may come our 

way. We do not know what tomorrow may hold. We only know the promises of Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified—we only know His Love, His Grace, His Mercy and His Hope. 

 

As we journey through the season of Advent to Bethlehem, to a stable and a manger, our 

focus is on the birth of the Christ child. A birth we celebrate because He brings Hope to a 

fallen and sinful world. We celebrate knowing this is the same Jesus who years later 

gives His life on a cross for the salvation of the whole world. He reminds us in the midst 

of what will certainly be a “different” Christmas this year, that even still “Our hope is 

built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness!” We celebrate no one else, we 

hope in no one else, and we depend on no one else but Him and Him Alone! We remem-

ber the words of the angel: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord.” Fix your eyes on Jesus! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Neal Groeling 
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First and foremost, thank you to all who participated in our pledge drive for the 

school and church roofs and our rainy day fund in October and early November.  

Although the total amount pledged fell a bit short of our $200,000 goal, we’re opti-

mistic about our ability to meet our needs over the next two years. 

The amount donated already is encouraging as we try to retire the $150,000 loan 

from Lutheran Church Extension Fund as soon as possible. Interest on this loan be-

gins to accrue in April 2021, so any early donation toward your pledge would great-

ly benefit our chances of minimizing any interest charges.  Throughout the next two 

years, whether you pledged or not, please consider doing what you can to assist us in 

this endeavor. 

Additionally, the results are in for our first quarter offerings.  Historically, the Au-

gust to October quarter is lower than others and this FY2021 first quarter followed 

that trend.  We averaged $9384 per week, about $500 per week lower than the first 

quarter of FY2020 and $330/week below budget for this fiscal year.  Traditionally 

we have made up the budget shortfall with Christmas and year end giving.  Please 

consider a special offering again this year. 

As Pastor has indicated on numerous occasions, the budget estimate for this year is 

truly guesswork.  But thus far, we’re doing pretty well in meeting the challenge.  

Understanding the months ahead will be unpredictable, we pray that 2021 will pro-

vide a brighter future for all, that the missions of Christ Lutheran will continue to 

flourish and that although challenging, our financial situation will continue to be 

somewhat stable and manageable. 

Again, thank you to all for your on-going generous support – financially and prayer-

fully. 

Tom Hebblewhite, 

Chair, Board of Stewardship 
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The COVID That Stole Christmas 

“And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling: “How could it be so?” It 
came without ribbons! It came without tags! It came without packages, boxes or bags! And he puzzled three hours, 
till his puzzler was sore.  Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! “Maybe Christmas,” he thought, 
“doesn’t come from a store.” Maybe Christmas…perhaps…means a little bit more!”    

Dr. Seuss had it right.  He must have read Romans 8:38, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

As hard as this year has been, and as close to death as the Pollyanna in me has come, I still have hope.  Not just hope 
for heaven but hope here on Earth.  As hard at work as the devil has been, he still is no match for Jesus.   

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling; “How could it be so?” It 
came without traveling, black Friday shopping or family gathering! It came without toilet paper, staff parties or any 
signs of Covid 19 stopping.  It came with self-isolation, nose swabs and air hugs.  It came with sanitizer, wet wipes 
and Lysol.  But one thing that's certain...one thing to enthrall...one thing that 
underlies all –  

Christmas will come just the same because we have  
already won the victory through Jesus Christ.  And so…

we celebrate!   
 

School Principal, 

Kim Rasmussen 

Make This CHRISTmas All About JESUS! 
 
Oh, what a year we have had!  Now we are going into the Christmas Season and it just seems to be getting more compli-
cated. As I write this, we are in the midst of a further state shutdown. 
 
Thanksgiving gatherings are being limited.  This is especially disappointing to me as we were going to have a family 
wedding, and large Thanksgiving get together with our extended Texas family that has unraveled. 
 
Our Christmas tradition of sharing a beach house with Texas and Delaware family in Galveston the week after Christmas 
is looking like it probably will not happen this year as the Covid pandemic escalates. I know I am not alone in this as we 
all have various traditions that are being changed, postponed, or cancelled this year. 
 
Holiday parties and festivities on hold.  Extended family and friend gatherings frowned upon.  Black Friday and Christ-
mas curtailed or modified.  Hugging and socializing all but banned.   
 
We may be having Advent and Christmas Worship Services in person but there is a strong chance that they may be on-
line. It definitely is not going to be Christmas as usual…and that is disappointing. 
 
That said maybe it doesn’t have to be disappointing.  Perhaps this year is a year we can celebrate a contemplative Christ-
mas.  Rather than getting caught up in all the parties, and revelry we can take a step back and Be Still in the Joy of Jesus. 
 
Growing up one of my favorite memories is of my Dad reading the Christmas story to my immediate family on Christ-
mas Eve. It was just us, it was quiet and Christ was at the center. We did all the other celebrations but that is one of my 
most vivid memories. 
           (Continued on page 4) 
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We have the opportunity this Christmas to truly put Christ back into Christmas.  Celebrate Christmas for what it is really 
all about – the birth of our Savior, in a manger, in a very small group, Mary and Joseph, to bring Joy to the World. 
 
It is a special season this year to be contemplative in it – not to despair but to embrace it for what it is!  There are proba-
bly some creative things that can be done as well. 
 
Have a special devotion time daily with your family.  If you are alone reach out by phone to someone on a daily basis to 
share the Joy of Jesus.  Everybody’s world has stopped, changed or slowed down this year so be bold in sharing His 
Love by phone, email and yes snail mail. 
 
Tell people how much you love them.  As the hustle and bustle is brought down a level or two, or ten, they are much 
more apt to hear it. This is a year we can cut through the clutter and radiate Jesus’ love to those around us. 
Be intentional in your Prayers.  Pray for one another.  Be intentional in reading the Bible, let the words soak in.  Without 
the holiday season craziness we have the time to do so. Be intentional to making this Christmas Season truly about Jesus, 
His birth, and the Joy He has brought us. 
 
We are being given an opportunity this Christmas Season to do something different.  
Let’s take advantage of it and make it all about Jesus, and the Love He has brought 
us. 
 
Merry CHRISTmas, 
 
Congregational Chairman 
Jerry Shroff 

 ~Notes from the Music Director~ 
 

From Isaiah, chapter 9: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… 

 

The prophets foretold it; our Lord fulfilled it; and we get to proclaim it--the birth of Jesus! 

 

During these weeks of Advent we prepare our hearts for the coming of our Savior. We are doing it differently this year. So 
much of this time will most likely be spent without the close fellowship of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Other things 
missing include our Choir Cantata, a School or Sunday School program, and Christmas caroling. But the facts are the same—
we recognize our need for a Savior, and rejoice in God’s plan for our salvation through Jesus. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

The word “advent” comes from a Latin word meaning “coming.” Not only do we look forward to celebrating Jesus’ coming 
to this earth as a baby, but we also wait with expectation for His coming on the last day to unite His kingdom in heaven. If we 
can’t worship together in person, please join us via live-stream as we call upon our Triune God and offer Him our thanks and 
praise. 

 

The schedule of services as I know it at the present time is as follows: Sunday mornings are live-streamed at 8:15 a.m. Our 
midweek Advent services are at 7 p.m. on December 2, 9, 16, and 23. Christmas Eve is at 4 and 7 p.m. and Christmas Day is 
at 10 a.m. New Year’s Eve is at 7 p.m. I suppose this schedule could change as the time draws nearer. Please understand, and 
stay tuned. Our Constant Contact emails are excellent sources of current information. 

 

Love and Peace to each of you during this Blessed Season! 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!   

  

 ~Beth Shroff 
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God Cares About You 
 
“We are hard pressed on all sides, but not crushed; perplexed,  
but not in despair,” 2 Cor 4:8   By God’s grace Ministry Continues.   
 
Celebrating God’s Goodness:   
We are still here; serving Him and His people.  

We are safe; no positive tests. 
Word and Sacrament continues.   
$4000 grant received from the Corley Tennis Tournament for the 

Children’s Ministry. 
Numerous Thrivent Action Team events. 
Children’s Ministry Weekend Food Bag Program started Saturday Nov 7 serving 34 children.  Thank 

You Rocky Mountain LWML. 
Thanksgiving meal served on Thanksgiving.  Bible study also. 

 

 
 

 
The Pandemic has made volunteering more complicated as programs change, new 
safety measures must be observed, and doing things that has an element of danger. 
Your willingness to give freely of your time during this Pandemic is greatly appre-
ciated by the GCAY MISSION.  The Mission continues to stay open on a limited 
schedule distributing meals and groceries to the needy. 
 
We would like to thank Chantal for giving her time to the Corley Tennis tourna-
ment, which bought in a donation of $4000 for the Children's Ministry.  We began 
giving out food bags on the 1st and 3rd Sat-
urday's thru the Children's tutoring pro-
gram. 

 
Thanks to Marcia, Betty, and Linda (From Immanuel Lutheran) generosity of 
time to stuff the bags with groceries. The nutritional needs of the Children in 
the area are being supported, even if the tutoring is closed at this time.  
Thanks, to Chantal and Al for the delivery and distribution of food bags on 
Saturday. 
 
Stay safe. Be well. God Bless.   
 
Ralph Hughes – Christ Lutheran Board of Missions 

Christmas Cards to our Missionaries  

Please consider sending a Christmas card to our other missionaries this 
holiday season.  

They would love to receive greetings as well as your continued thoughts 
and prayers.  

Send to the addresses below:  
 
Benjamin Helge     Timothy & Martha Matzke 
  
Okruzni 10/1076    514 Longworth Blvd. 
Havirov-Sumbark, Czech Republic 73601 Duncanville, TX 75116 
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SCRIP (Gift Cards) at Christ Lutheran Church & School 
 

Our FUNdraising for the month of October......we sold $9335.88 worth of gift cards 

 

We earned $434.12 dollars of FUNDraising money that went to these Distribution groups. 

 

There was $179.13 that went to the Church and School Technology Fund. 

•    LWML District Mission Grants earned $20.35 with 2 families participating 

•    Deficit Reduction earned $14.52 with 3 families participating 
•    School Scholarship Fund earned $28.24 with 4 families participating 
•    School Tuition we distributed $60.56 with 8 families participating 

•    School Playground we distributed $8.55 with 2 families participating 

•    Church and School Roof Loan we distributed $23.74 with 3 families participating  
•    Youth Accounts distributed $39.52 with 4 families participating  

•    God Cares About You Mission distributed $16.76 with 4 families participating   
•    Technology we distributed $179.13 with 30 families participating, some families put all their dis-
tribution towards Technology. 

 

You can order cards online (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help setting it up. 

       There are a lot of cards that can be ordered and used on-line ~ Amazon, Walmart, Starbucks, 
Lowes, The Home Depot, Kohl's, Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body works, Best Buy, Game Stop, I-
tunes and the list goes on............. 

 

We have several new cards available ~ Sonic, Happy Moments, Happy Dining (these have several 
merchant options on one card) and more! 

Thanks for the support of this Awesome Fundraiser!! Better then selling cookie dough and wrapping 
paper!! 

Stephen Ministry is YOUR ministry 
You play an important role in our Stephen Ministry.  Here’s what you can do: 

- Pray for  God to br ing hope and healing to hurting people through our Stephen Ministry. 

- Accept care from a Stephen Minister  dur ing your  time of need.  God doesn’t expect you to bear your 

burdens alone. 

- Tell a friend, neighbor , coworker , or  r elative who is hur ting about our  Stephen Ministry.  

If you are compassionate person and good listener, prayerfully consider becoming a Stephen Minister. 

Our congregation’s Stephen Ministry equips lay-people to provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our  

congregation and community who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. 

Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry. The identity of those receiving care and 

everything they discuss  

with a Stephen Minister remain private. 

 

If you want a Stephen Minister to walk with you during this difficult time, call the 

church office, or David Yocky at 505-553-3162. 
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2019–2021  

National LWML Mission Goal 

$2,100,000 

We are continuing to collect mites on the second Sunday, if that doesn’t work you can drop them off at 

church anytime. 

Grant #6   Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala — Lutheran Church of Guatemala and Child 
Beyond International ~ Once the funds are received, a bus named the “4M Bus” will be purchased, retrofit-
ted, and stocked with medical and Bible school equipment. This will enable the teams to bring healing, both 
physically and spiritually, to Guatemalan children and adults in isolated and remote villages.  Your mites 
matter. 
 
Grant #7   “Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families — Detroit has experienced economic disaster, 
with nearly 60 percent of its children living in poverty, the highest rate in the country. Camp Restore Detroit 
provides a place for children and adults of the city’s devastated Ninth Precinct to learn about God’s love as 

they participate in art, theatre, music classes, and receive homework help. Adults are offered parenting, fi-
nance, and resumé-building classes. Remember Detroit by remembering your mites for this LWML grant! 

Grant #8   Lights for Christ scholarships in Guatemala. Lights for Christ Program in Zacapa, Guatemala, 
provides spiritual, physical, and educational support for children and their families who are economically 

dependent on the municipal landfill. With your mites, this program will continue to expand and share 
Christ’s blessings. 

 Grant #9   Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation Fort Washakie, WY The Wind River Lutheran 
Mission (WRLM) works with the Shoshone and Arapaho tribes in WY and is currently the only existing full

-time mission with a resident pastor. A large part of this ministry focuses on outreach to the children of the 
Wind River Indian Reservation. Very few families have reliable transportation for their children to attend 
Bible classes in Fort Washakie and Crowheart. In most instances, this is the only opportunity to share the 

Gospel of Christ with them. A suitable vehicle will be purchased with this grant money, so the children will 
be able to travel to participate in the Sunday school at Fort Washakie and the “Monday” school at Crow-
heart. 

Grant #10   Ministry in Motion Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Alabama. This grant will provide transpor-
tation to and from church in a bus that provides easier and safer access for all ages with lower steps and 

handrails, a wider door, and wider rows and aisles. 

For more information, please go to www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-10. 

Christ Lutheran Women’s Guild will be hosting an Advent worship service on Saturday December 5th at 10:30 
am in the sanctuary. 

All women are welcome to join us. 

We will gather for devotion and Christmas carols, as well as to reveal our Secret Sisters. 

If you won’t be able to come, you can bring your gift to the church office 9am-3pm November 30 – December 
4, or bring it at 10 am on the 5th. 

If you want to join in having a Secret Sister this next year, call Eunice or Karen. 

Come enjoy some Christmas Joy with your sisters!! 
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“Happy Birthday” to the following members of who 
were born in December: 

Dec. 1  John Ivey 

  Ed Sussel 

Dec. 2  Kelley Burmeister 

Dec. 4  Cheri Guyer 

Dec. 5  Elroy Hansen 

Dec. 6  Michael Call 

Dec. 9  Keegan Postlethwait 

Dec. 10  Charles Pelzman 

Dec. 11  Tom Fisher  

Dec. 12  Benjamin Groeling 

Dec. 13  Sarah Handrock 

  Peter Kolke 

  Fred Oppel  

Dec. 14  Chantal Muhumure 

Dec. 16  Carly Call 

  Marty Hernandez 

  Mary Spensley 

Dec. 17  Jennifer Pallulat 

Dec. 23  Arielle Bickel 

Dec. 24  Michael Frazine  

Dec. 27  Donald Brul 

  Deklan Sainz 

Dec. 29  Sarah Nixon 

     

“Happy Anniversary” to the following members 
who were married in December: 

Dec. 6  Rich and Lavonne Lamphere 

Dec. 20  Daniel and Grace Curtiss 

Dec. 29  Avery and Chelsey Pelzman 

 

  (Please let the church office know if we missed your special date) 

December Celebrations!  

Christ Lutheran Chronicle   

The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School.  News items and articles are due in the 

church office on  the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your submission may be edited for 

content or length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!  

Human Care Board 
We bought food for and gave away 35 
Thanksgiving dinner boxes this year 
to names provided by the congrega-
tion and school, the Cochiti Pueblo 
and Heroes Walk among us.   

  We thank our ever-generous congregation and 
Thrivent for funding these meals.  Because we have 
some money left over, we will also contribute to our 
God Cares About You Mission for the Tuesday and 
Thursday food distributions.  Because it is such a 
strange year, there will be no children’s Christmas par-
ty and no toy and clothing distribution on Christmas 
Eve day at the Mission.   

If money is donated for Christmas, 
it will be used to increase the Road-
runner Food Bank distribution at 
the Mission on Dec. 23rd.   Howev-
er, we also encourage you to give 
to other causes with which you 
might want to share this year.  

Once again, the Board thanks you for your generosity 
during this time.  We pray we use it wisely. 

  We are looking for someone to be in charge of the 
Food Pantry at Christ Lutheran in 2021.  If anyone is 
even a little interested, please call Marcia Koschmann 
(505-271-1287) or Allyn Irving (719-325-93200 for 
details.   

  Thank you again and know that God blesses your do-
nations for furthering His Kingdom. 



Rocky Mountain District Board Update 
 
* District Office has been sold.  Purchase of smaller office on-going.  
* Pastor David Buss, Asst to the District President, started work. 
* Gospel Gap grants continue to be awarded for local mission work.   
       (God Cares About You Mission has received 3 Gospel Gap 
Grants.)                
* Work to demolish the house and other site/facility work at the University Lutheran Chapel on   the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder campus has been approved. 
* All District Conventions may be postponed from 2021 to 2022 due to the pandemic. 
 
Al Koschmann 
Sandia Circuit Board Representative 

   Tuesday Men's Bible Study - 6:00 AM 
 

“Advent of the Savior” 
Prepare Your Heart for Him 

 

Join Us via ZOOM!! 
 

Contact: Al Koschmann 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 

Small Group Bible Study  
 

“John” 
The Spread of the Gospel 

 
Join Us via ZOOM!! 

1st & 3rd Thursdays – 7:00PM 
 

Al & Marica Koschmann 
     Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com 

                                      Book Discussion 
 

                              “Forty Autumns” 
 

    A Family’s Story of Courage and Survival on Both  
Sides of the Berlin Wall 

 

                        Join Us via ZOOM!! 
 

  Friday Jan 22 – 6:00 PM 
  Al & Marcia Koschmann 

                     Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com 
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Online, to in-person, to online again, scheduling wor-

ship may continue to change due to the pandemic 

therefore, there will be no worship schedule included 

in this newsletter. Keep watch for emails on changes 

that may happen. If you are not receiving emails or 

would like to be added, call the church office to get set 

up  for notifications on upcoming worship services and 

announcements.  

Flower Chart 

Sign ups for flower contributions are needed for 

the calendar year 2021. If you would like to sign 

up, please call the church office. The sign up chart 

will be kept in the church office for the time being, 

due to Covid 19. Let’s fill up every spot for this 

next year! 

The Lutheran Witness 

It is time to renew your subscrip-

tion to receive The Lutheran Wit-

ness Magazine. If you are a sub-

scriber and would like to continue 

your subscription for the next year, 

2021, please send in $15.96 to the 

church office. If you’d like to sign up or have further 

questions you may call the church office. Please send 

this in by December 10th. 
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New Church Secretary 

We have hired a new church secretary: Janine Morford. Janine is a firm believer in 

Christ and has been walking in faith for many years. She has been married for four 

years and has a 3 year old son that attends Christ Lutheran School and a 6 month 

old baby girl. She will be in the church office Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. You may reach her during that time by calling the church office or send-

ing an email regarding numerous things. She is looking forward to meeting every-

one and being a blessing to our church! 

Tithe envelopes  

Contribution envelopes for the year 2021 are here 

to be picked up. Due to Covid-19, envelopes will 

be kept in the church office. New numbers have 

been assigned so all you need to do is come by 

the church office, say your name and that you’re 

wanting to pick up your envelopes. If you have 

not given in the past and would like to start you 

may do that also and a numbered envelope will be 

assigned to you. Thank you for your diligence in 

giving to the Lord! 

Since the school has switched to remotely online learning 

for the remaining of the year, please call the school office 

for business hours. The church office will be closed Decem-

ber 21st through January 4th. Have a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 





 

Christ Lutheran Church and School  

7701 Candelaria Road NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 
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