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FROM PASTOR ERIC  
 

When I was in my late 20s I served on the board of a local organization that would often 
start meetings with the question, “What’s keeping you from being present here and now in 
this meeting?” I always thought the question was a little too touchy-feely and personal, but I 
could usually come up with something along the lines of the pile of things I have to 
accomplish. Now that I’ve grown a bit, I think I didn’t like that question for two reasons. First, 
it was a veiled invitation to be vulnerable, which was scary. And second, it forced me to admit 
to myself, even for a moment, that maybe I’m not superman and there’s no way I could keep 
up with all the things I have piled on for myself. Regardless of how I answered in that 
particular setting, the truth was usually that entirely too much kept me from being present 
most of the time. 
 
The genius of that question, assuming we could get out of our heads, is that everyone had at 
least something, and most of us had many things, that continued to demand our attention 
long after or long before we took care of it. Part of it was the nature of where I lived at the 
time, as Silicon Valley type people tend to have too many irons in the fire. But we all know 
that this is more of a “people” issue. 
 
 As I am writing this, Advent is just around the corner. Advent is the time of year we 
look ahead to the coming of the King and celebrate his birth. It’s a time of preparation and 
anticipation, and it’s also a time when we take on so many other things in preparation for the 
holidays. And it’s difficult to be present for the birth of Jesus when our minds are a million 
miles away with plans, frustrations, worries, and long lists of things to do. 
Not that all of these are bad, of course. But how can we be present for the important things if 
we aren’t first aware that we aren’t present? So, I ask you – What is keeping you from being 
present and in the moment as we look ahead to the birth of Jesus? What keeps pulling you 
away? Sometimes, answers to those questions reveal what is stealing our joy. My hope and 
prayer for all of us this time of year is that when we sing “Joy to the World,” we mean it. 
 
 

Peace, 

Eric Robinson 



FROM THE CONGREGATION CHAIR 

 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 

Verse 1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear.  

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel!  

 

O Come O Come Emmanuel is one of my favorite Advent hymns because it points us to the 

great expectation of the season as we celebrate the coming of Jesus – God with Us!  

Matthew 1:23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 

Wow! It is so easy to be caught up in the business of this season that we forget to pause and 

reflect on the significance of Christmas, that Christ came to earth and dwells among us. What 

does that mean to you? I am encouraged that Christ walks with us through everything in this 

life: the highs and lows; the joys and sorrows. We are not alone because we have a Savior who 

is with us. What a great promise to proclaim this Christmas!  

I encourage you to proclaim God’s promise to others as we walk through Advent and celebrate 

Christmas. We have multiple opportunities to worship God during this season with Advent 

services on Wednesdays and Christmas Eve and Christmas day services. Please join us as we 

Worship the King and consider inviting someone else to join you to hear that promise 

proclaimed.  

 

Merry Christmas!   

Alicia Bolt – Chair of the Congregation 

 

    

The Christ Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church and 

School. News items and articles are due in the church office on the 15th of the month prior to 

the month in which you wish to be published. Your submission may be edited for content and 

length. Thank you for your participation and cooperations! 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH, FAMILY 
LIFE, & SCHOOL MINISTRIES 
 

Save the date! The youth group will be watching a Christmas 
movie and making a fun holiday craft on Thursday, December 
18th at 6pm in the upstairs youth room. Please RSVP to 
Elizabeth at edobbelaire@clsabq.com by December 14th to 
ensure there are enough craft supplies. Bring your friends! This 
event is open to everyone from 6-12th grade.  
 
God's blessings, 

Director of YFLSM—Deaconess, Elizabeth Dobbelaire 

 

Notes from the Music Director 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom He is pleased!” Luke 2:14 

December – a month filled with so many extra things! All 
because of the quiet entrance of a baby, born in a stable! Not 
so quiet when you think of a sky filled with angels shouting 
their praises to God! That baby was God’s one and only Son, 
His plan for our salvation! May your December be filled with 
many of the extra things, as well as some moments of silence, 
when you meditate on the greatest gift of love ever given! 

We will be having Midweek Advent services on Wednesdays, 
December 3, 10, and 17 at noon and at 7 p.m. 

The December 17 Advent service will be led by the students of 
Christ Lutheran School, both at noon and 7 p.m. Their program 
is titled “The Christmas Gift”. We will unwrap five different gifts 
that tell of our Savior, Jesus Christ. You will be able to join in 
singing some familiar Christmas carols, too. 

Speaking of singing carols, everyone is invited to come 
Christmas caroling to some of our shut-ins on Sunday 
afternoon, December 7. All are welcome! Look out for details. 

Sunday, December 7, the choir anthem is “Prepare the Way of 
the Lord!” – words written by the prophet Isaiah about John 
the Baptist. On December 14, the choir anthem is “Oh, Blest Is 
He That Came.” This is an original arrangement of a couple 
verses of “Prepare the Royal Highway.” December 21, the bells 
will play “Advent Hope,” combining the tunes for “Savior of the 
Nations, Come” and “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” 

I know the bells are preparing a Christmas anthem, “The Babe, 
the Son of Mary,” which you can guess is based on “What Child 
Is This.” The Choir will be singing special music for Christmas 
as well. What a blessed season! Take advantage of all the times 
available to worship this Newborn King! 

Music Director 

Beth Shroff 



SNOWPLOW PARENTS 
 
 

We used to, and still do sometimes, have what’s called 

Helicopter Parents. These are the ones who hover around 

their child, fixing problems, not allowing them to fail, or 

fall…or grow. The latest term for this phenomenon is 

referred to as Lawnmower or Snowplow Parents.  These are 

the ones who go ahead of their children preparing the path, 

removing all the obstacles, and making sure there will be 

no problems…or growth. As teachers, we are incredibly 

frustrated with these types of parents, both understanding 

that they dearly love their children, but also knowing their 

children won’t learn to fight their own battles or become 

strong independent problem solvers if they never 

experience challenges or defeat.  

 

And yet, isn’t that just what Jesus did? When he died on the 

cross, he paid the price for all our sins. The price of that sin 

has already been paid for us.  He cleared the path and is 

the Way to salvation. And He has plans for us, Jeremiah 

29:11 says “I know the plans I have for you declares the 

Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you. Plans to 

give you hope and a future.” When you look at it from that 

point of view – God is the ultimate Snowplow Parent! 

 

He does, however, allow us free will. We get into plenty of 

trouble, and continually need to ask Him for forgiveness for 

the messes we find ourselves in. There is growth and 

challenges along the way, even though the end is 

certain.  My prayer for you this 

month is that you will grow in 

the Lord and continue to 

become the person He created 

you to be.   

 

Together in Christ, 

Principal—Kim Rasmussen 

DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS  

“Happy Birthday” to the following 

members who were born in 

December:  

12.1 John Ivey 

Ed Scussel  

12.2 Kelley Burmeister  

12.4 Cheri Guyer  

12.8 Elizabeth Dobbelaire  

12.9 Keegan Postlethwait  

12.10 Charles Pelzman  

12.11 Ian Barinda  

Tom Fisher  

12.12 Benjamin Groeling  

12.13 Peter Kolke  

Fred Oppel  

12.14 Chantal Muhumure  

12.16 Carly Call  

Mary Spensley  

12.18 Ava Alberti  

12.20 Cindy Cherne  

12.21 Emily Holliday  

12.22 Joe Menassera  

12.24 Michael Frazine 

12.27 Donald Brul  

Daklan Dykstra  

12.29 Sarah Nixon  

 

 DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

“Happy Anniversary” to the 

following members who were 

married in December 

12.20 Daniel and Grace Curtiss  

12.27 David and Kay Siebert  

12.29 Avery and Chelsey Pelzman    
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FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Finding Comfort during the Season of Joy 

The holiday season is often described as a time of joy, celebration, and 
togetherness. Yet for many, this time of year can also intensify the ache 
of grief. Whether the loss is recent or occurred years ago, holidays can 
stir memories and emotions that feel overwhelming. 

Stephen Ministry is here to walk alongside anyone navigating grief 
during this season. Stephen Ministers are specially trained, confidential 
Christian caregivers who provide emotional and spiritual support. They 
listen with compassion, pray with and for their care receivers, and offer consistent presence 
during a time that may feel unpredictable or painful. 

No one should have to face holiday grief alone. A Stephen Minister can be a steady and caring 
companion—someone who understands that healing takes time, and that feelings of sadness, 
confusion, or loneliness are valid and important. Reaching out is not a sign of weakness; it is a 
step toward hope. 

If you or someone you know is struggling with loss this holiday season, consider connecting 
with a Stephen Minister. To learning more about CLCS’s Stephen Ministry, please visit 
christabq.org/care/ or talk with anyone of our ministry members. For a more confidential 
inquiry, please contact Leslie Helge. 
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FROM BOARD OF MISSIONS 

Preparing the way for CLCS’ ministries… 

WOW! Isn’t CLCS amazing?! Aren’t we a wonderful family?! The Board of Missions thinks so… 
The Matzkes are interpreting the Word in the south pacific. The Helges are sharing the Word in 
the heart of Europe. God Cares About You is serving the Word in the International District. And 
our school is teaching that Jesus Christ is the Word and Our Savior.  

The Board of Missions is an extant ministry that’s been resurrected to echo CLCS’ efforts in 
serving God and honor Our Savior, Jesus Christ. From missions ’n ministries to fellowship 
meals, let us know how we can help your team serve God. For more info or ideas on how we 
can help your ministry prepare the way for the Word, please contact Sarah Nixon. 



GCAY NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

We thank God for each of you. Your prayers, donations, and volunteer support make a lasting 
difference as we “Transform Lives Now & For Eternity”.  We are truly blessed by God to be a 
blessing to others.   
________________________________________________________ 
Christ Lutheran 8th Graders Service  
We are thankful for the Christ Lutheran 8th grade class visit.  They assembled hygiene bags, 
sorted linens and groceries and bagged beans.  Their work is truly a blessing to many people in 
the International District.   
_____________________________________________ 
Thanks Giving Meal 
175 people had a great Thanksgiving Meal thanks to 
the efforts of many volunteers. It was truly an 
amazing day of God’s love in action.  We are thankful 
for the food donations and Thrivent for the Action 
Team $$.   
_____________________________________________ 
Fellowship Meal 
A huge “Thank You” to all those who attended the 
November Fellowship Meal. Over $900 was raised to 
support the Mission.  Your donations tell people that 
someone cares. 
 

Christmas Service – Saturday Dec 20  
Our annual Christmas Service will be Saturday Dec 20 at 1:00 at our usual location, the East 
Central Mission’s warehouse.  After the service we will distribute clothes and toys.  Help is 
needed with the distribution.  Contact: Marcia Koschmann – 505-304-0178 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Matching Opportunity $1 = $3 Deadline Dec 15 
Donate $1 and a donor will donate $2 up to $5000 
for our Laundry Day Ministry.  Once each month at a 
laundromat near the Mission, we provide soap and 
quarters to help people (30-35 families) wash their 
clothes.  It’s amazing what a “lift” clean clothes 
provides people.  
Donate: Christ Lutheran Church – Memo Line – God 
Cares About You – Laundry. 
______________________________________ 
 
Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year!  
                        Christ Lutheran 8th Grade Class 

GCAY Director: 

Elijah Saenz 

505.377.2756 

126 Pennsylvania St NE 87108 

godcaresaboutyouabq@gmail.com 

GCAY BOARD MEMBERS: 

Al Koschmann 

Bonnie Conrad 

Katrine Stewart 

Reverend J. Heffelfinger 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Report Period:  August 1, 2025 – October 31, 2025 

surplus(+)/deficit(-) 

 
 

 
 
Other Projects (Unbudgeted) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Financial Summary   
Actual Income $500,396 
Actual Expense $549,307 
   -$48,911 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
One quarter of the fiscal year has passed. We are operating in 
a budget deficit. We have a net cash flow of -$48,911 versus  
-$42,114 reported last month. Our expenditures exceed our 
income. This is the total money expended from our bank and 
savings accounts, not a performance to budget metric. 
 
In terms of our budget, last month we had a -$45,727 budget 
to actual income deficit. This month we have a  
-$54,861 budget to actual income deficit. 
 
Offering is -$4,489 less than budget compared to 
-$2,984 in my previous report. School income is  
-$36,039 than budget versus -$28,984 in my last report. A 
possible increase in preschool enrollment may help reduce the 
school income deficit.   
 
For clarification, fundraising and scholarships are not included 
in the school income number. Since school fundraising is an 
independent line in the budget, school fundraising does not 
offset a school income deficit. Both school income and school 
fundraising are necessary to meet budget. School fundraising is 
sporadic and difficult to model, so this month I did not increase 
the budgeted number for school fundraising.  
 
We need a money surplus going into the summer to pay staff 
salaries when there is no traditional school income and church 
offerings decrease. Again, I recommend we address the 
current deficit immediately. 
 
Thank you to the boards for staying below budget with their 
expenses.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
David Yocky 
Christ Lutheran Treasurer 
 
 
 

*School income assuming a 10-month school year and  
a two-month summer camp and ECECD monies. 

  Budgeted 
Income ($) 

Actual 
Income ($) 

Income Source     

Offerings 146,250 141,761 

Special Offerings to MM 1,150 4,486 

General Fund 4,725 4,572 

School Income* 256,492 220,453 

School Scholarships 18,000 19,575 

School Fundraising 25,000 6,409 

Total Income $451,617 $397,256 

Performance to Budget   -$54,861 

  
  

Budgeted 
Expense ($) 

Actual 
Expense ($) 

Expenses     

Compensation 354,255 345,228 

Administration 4,383 3,817 

Marketing 3,750 1,310 

Church Council 2,784 2,443 

   Add’l mortgage principal 0 15,000 

Responsible Board     

Christian Education 21,175 22,319 

   Fundraising expenses 0 3,500 

Church Properties 74,719 66,550 

H. Care/S. Ministry 438 0 

Lay Ministry 2,125 2,509 

Missions 3,038 3,003 

Fellowship 200 0 

Stewardship 70 0 

Young People 1000 156 

Total Expenses $467,937 $465.835 

Performance to Budget   $2,102 

Other Income $103,140 

Other Expense $83,472 

  +$19,668 
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RAISERIGHT GROCERY CHALLENGE  

Our annual Grocery Challenge started November 
21st and ends December 31st. Purchase Gift card 
via the RaiseRight App, online, or here at Christ 
Lutheran for all of your grocery needs this holiday 
season. By participating in this challenge you earn 
the rebates and a chance for a teacher/classroom 
(of your choice) to win a prize! 

 

TUESDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—6:00 AM 

“Judges” Returning to God 

Join Us! ZOOM or In Person  

Church Conference Room  

Contact: Al Koschmann akoschmann@yahoo.com 

 

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY 

“1,2,3 John & Jude” Marked by His Love 

Thursdays December 3 & 17 @ 7:00 pm 

Join Us! ZOOM or In Person Contact: Al & Marcia 
Koschmann akoschmann@yahoo.com 

 

BOOK DISCUSSION 

“The Berlin Letters” The Rise and Fall of the Berlin 
Wall ~ Friday, January 9 at 7 pm Join Us! ZOOM or 
In Person Contact: Al & Marcia Koschmann 
akoschmann@yahoo.com 
 

PARISH HALL LIBRARY 

Christmas cards are available in the Parish Hall 
library.  Save shopping time and demonstrate your 
faith by using these cards!  There is also some 
good Christian fiction for your enjoyment.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 
earth!”  Psalms. 100, v. 1 

Please join us for Christmas Caroling on Sunday, 
December 7th, at 3 pm. We will be singing to shut 
ins or anyone else who would like us to come by 
and spread some cheer. If we get enough 
volunteers, we can break into several groups and 
make a joyful noise for more people! Afterwards, 
we will gather for a light dinner. Contact Kelly 
Gruetzner or Karen Kolke for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TITHING ENVELOPES & CONTRIBUTIONS 

Tithing envelopes for the 2026 year will be 
available to pick up in the Narthex on December 
14, 2025. Please do not start using your new 
envelopes until January 1, 2026. Contact the 
church office if you do not have envelopes and 
would like to have some.  
 

Due to bank scheduling, if you would like to make 
a contribution for your 2025 tax purposes, please 
make sure to submit online contributions by 
December 25, 2025 for processing. Any cash or 
check contributions please submit by Sunday, 
December 28 to be processed in time. We 
recommend avoiding mailing contributions later in 
the month because of chances of delays with 
delivery. Any contributions made on December 31, 
2025 will be submitted as being received on 
January 1, 2026. Contribution Statements for 2025 
will be mailed out in the middle of January 2026. 
If you have any questions or concerns please 
contact the church office.  
 

Each year we like to bless our staff for their hard 
work and dedication to Christ Lutheran Church and 
School. We will be acknowledging all their hard 
work after the holidays in January 2026. We do 
not budget for this gesture but rather ask our 
members if they are able to help us thank them 
with monetary gifts at the end of the year. If you 
are able to contribute in this area please make 
your contribution by December 27, 2025. Please 
note your contribution that it is for “Staff gifts”. 
Thank you for helping us bless our wonderful 
staff.  
 

Thank you for your generous giving to further the 
ministries here at Christ Lutheran Church and 
School. Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! 
 

FELLOWSHIP MEALS 

Dec 3: CLS Athletics 

Dec 10: Refugee Women’s Support-Umoja Abq 

Dec 17: No Meal Scheduled 

Dec 24: Christmas Break 

Dec 31: Christmas Break 
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