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Lent is already here, and I'd like to invite you to join us for
our midweek services at 12 and 7 pm on Wednesdays.
This year, we will focus on six significant locations from
the final days of Jesus' life. Each place tells a story of love,
sacrifice, and redemption, drawing us deeper into the
meaning of Jesus' journey to the cross.

If you'd like to read ahead and otherwise prepare yourself
for each week, here are the locations and readings:

+ March 5 - Overlooking the Temple—Tragedy, Loss, and
Repentance (Luke 19:41-48)

March 12 - The Upper Room—A Place of Service and
Sacrifice (Luke 22:14-30)

March 19 - Gethsemane—A Place of Surrender and
Struggle (Luke 22:39-53)

March 26- The Courtyard—A Place of Denial and Regret
(Luke 22:54-65)

April 2 - Golgotha—A Place of Suffering and Salvation
(Luke 23:33-49)

April 9 - The Tomb—A Place of Waiting and Victory
(Luke 23:50-56)

Each week, we will explore these sacred places through
Scripture, reflection, and prayer. I hope and pray that this
journey prepares our hearts for the hope of Easter
morning.
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If you attended school chapel services in February, you may
recognize this story! It was too much fun talking with the kids
about it not to share here as well.

When we see an animal in the wild, whether it's a lion, a bear, or
a snake (or the scariest wild animal ever — a hippo), we can
experience an inherent sense of unease. At least I do! These
creatures, that are untamed and unpredictable, remind us of the
raw power and danger that exist in the world. The wild can be
mysterious and often frightening — especially if you are
unprepared for a fight.

When we see the same animals in a zoo, our feelings change.
Instead of being paralyzed by fear, we can be curious. We can
look at the animals up close. A barrier, whether a fence or glass,
keeps us separated. The zoo provides a controlled environment,
where the same dangerous animals no longer have the power to
harm us. We can identify their strength without experiencing the
same panic that would grip us in the wild.

In many ways, this zoo experience can help us understand the
nature of evil and the protective power of Jesus. Just as the zoo's
barriers protect us from powerful and unpredictable animals,
Jesus stands as a barrier between us and the dangers of evil. Evil,
like the wild, can be terrifying and overwhelming. It can take
many forms—fear, temptation, sin, suffering—but through Christ,
we are shielded from its ultimate harm. He is the one who keeps
us safe and helps us face life's challenges.

In 1 John 4:4, it says, “The one who is
in you is greater than the one who is
in the world.” This verse reminds us
that, while evil is real and frightening,
Jesus is greater. Just like the zoo's
barrier protects us from dangerous
animals, Jesus protects us from the
ultimate harm that evil can bring. He
makes what could be terrifying no
longer scary.

Warm regards,
Director of YFLSM—Deaconess,
Elizabeth Dobbelaire




February was certainly a busy time of
Fellowship here at Christ Lutheran Church
and School. We started the month on a high
note with the conclusion for Lutheran
School's week and our school children
participating in the Church Service followed
by our traditional Women's Luau and Men’s
Meat, Meat, Meat, a time of Fellowship with
our school and church families.

Throughout the month we had our
Wednesday night Fellowship meals, bringing
together church and school members and
families for various causes, great food and
fun. Add to this a great Chili Cook-Off and it
was a full month of fellowship for all.

As T write this we have not had our Gala yet
but all indicators point to it being a great
night of celebration as we collectively support
our School Scholarship Fund. Now that
makes for a full month!

We also have lots of things coming up. Our
season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 5th with Wednesday services at Noon
and 7pm. This is a time of reflection as we
worship and reflect on what God has done
for us through Jesus Christ's life, death, and
resurrection.

During the Lenten Season this year, Pastor
and our Stewardship Board will be holding
our Commitment Campaign. This is a time
where we all can prayerfully consider how we
can support our Mission and Ministry and
assist in planning for the year ahead. There
will also be a special emphasis this year on
how we can not only plan how we can help
financially, but also as we reflect on how we
can give with our time and our talents as
well.

We will be trying to bring awareness to many
of the ways you can serve and volunteer in
many capacities within our church and
school. T am especially excited about this, as
I know, from personal experience, how
serving can be so beneficial to Spiritual

growth. Please prayerfully open your heart to
the many service opportunities that are
available.

Just a few of the opportunities to serve
include working with our Mission God Cares
About You, serving with our worship through
ushering, counting, being on the Altar Guild,
singing and ringing with our choirs, and
Joyful Noise, reading our scripture lessons,
and more. Also you can serve by teaching
and assisting with Sunday School, our Youth
Group, assisting with SCRIP/RaiseRight, our
Stephen Ministry, our School, and more.

We change our boards every two years and
this spring we are looking for new and old
board members to serve the next two years.
This gives you an opportunity to assist with
Properties, Youth, Missions and Qutreach, and
Fellowship just to name a few of the boards.
If you have a desire to serve in a particular
area please let somebody know. If you are
asked to consider serving in an area, please
prayerfully consider it. What I can

PROMISE YOU is that the blessings in serving
will come back to you abundantly.

This is a busy time for our Church and
School. It is also a time of reflection on how
we can respond to what Christ has done for
us with the gifts that He has given us. I hope
you are as excited about this time as I am.

God's Peace,
Congregational Chairman—Jerry Shroff

1 Peter 4:10




I've always enjoyed lottery tickets, not because I think I'm going
to win, but because I think they represent hope. Hope of winning
some money, which allows me to dream big. Those moments
spent thinking of all the ways I could help others, or finally start
that EL Skippido Friskitto Chihauhau Rescue Mission, lighten the
spirit and bring a little joy. But our hope in the Lord is so much
better. We don't have to “wish,” but can fully rely on what we
can't see yet, and that is good news. Moments spent thinking
about spending time with Jesus, loved ones, and all the
chihuahuas I can stand, are moments well spent because they
inspire me to share the good news with others! God loves you,
and so do I, so spend a few of your moments thinking about
what you might do if you won a thousand dollars but spend
more thinking about how you will be spending eternity! Hebrews
11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see.”

Together in Christ,
Principal—Kim
Rasmussen

— Choir Concert on '
March 6 at 6:30 pm. / ;

— Spring Break: No /(/)(
School March 17-21. A+

— Art Show on March 27
at 6:30 pm.

prawse

A big thank you to
everyone who helped
support our Gala in any
way. This event was a
huge success in helping
aid our Scholarship Fund.

Christ Lutheran Chronicle

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

“Happy Birthday” to the
following members who
were born in March:

3/1 Jonathan Yocky
3/2 Ron McBrayer
3/6  Wayne Muenster
3/10 Meghan Pearce
3/11 DuWayne
Branscombe
3/13 Sue Clarke
Howard Donaldson
Michael Valencia
3/14 Keith Sainz
3/15 Karon Paulat
Avery Pelzman
3/17 Patty van Dyck
3/20 Christa Bauer
3/22 Anne Isimbi
Lois Postenrieder
3/25 Cora Hawkins
3/26 Anastasia Alberti
3/27 Paul Gothard
Tan Hrasky
Jordan Sainz
3/29 Tony Alberti
Jim Behnken
3/30 David Clark

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

“Happy Anniversary” to the
following members who
were married in March:

3/13 James and Kelly
Gruetzner

3/14 Kevin and Danielle
Lukow

3/21 Aaron and Hayleigh
Saavedra

3/22 Glenn and Susan
Weber

3/24 Keith and Tanya
Sainz

The Christ Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church
and School. News items and articles are due in the church office on the 15th of the
month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your submission may be
edited for content and length. Thank you for your participation and cooperations!




“This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to
Him!” Luke 9:35

March 2 is Transfiguration Sunday. We hear
the words of the Father echoing the blessing
He spoke at Jesus' baptism. The glory of God
lights up the world and shows us our destiny
as adopted children and coheirs with the King
of His glory in heaven. Moses and Elijah, who
appeared with Him, speak with Him of His
departure and what He must accomplish in
Jerusalem. We are one with Him as we walk
with Him on the path that leads to His death
and then His victorious resurrection! The choir
anthem is “This Is My Beloved Son.” The 11
a.m. service will be led by our Kindergarten-
3rd grade presenting “Donkey Tales.”

The season of Lent begins on March 5, Ash
Wednesday. The choir anthem is “Touch Me
with Ashes.” During church services, we
receive a cross of ashes on our forehead
reminding us of our human mortality and as
a sign of our repentance, sorrow, and need
for grace. In Baptism we were made His
children, and the Holy Spirit continues to
work in us through Word and Sacrament until
that day when we experience the fullness of
God’'s grace at the throne of the Lamb.

Our worship series this year for Lent is
entitled “Lenten Locales." Each Wednesday we
will focus on a different place along Jesus’

journey, and what they mean for us. You may
join us each Wednesday at noon or 7 p.m.

The bell choir anthem on March 9 is “Jesu,
Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love.”

Also, on Sunday, March 9 we are helping host
Concordia Wind Symphony from Seward,
Nebraska. They will present an evening of
music at 7 p.m. in our sanctuary. Please come
and invite friends to join you! Grace Lutheran
is providing a meal for them before the
concert at 5:15 p.m. in our Parish Hall. The
kids need a place to sleep that night! We
could help provide that; all the area Lutheran
churches will be asked. We need a total of 30
homes. Please let Janine know in our church
office if you could help in that way. Your
hospitality is needed and appreciated!! They
are to return to CLC-S Monday morning
between 7-8 a.m. They will actually provide
an assembly for our school before they head
back out of town by 10 a.m. Thank you in
advance for attending and possibly hosting!

Thursday evening, March 6, at 6:30 p.m. our
school choirs will have their concert. Fifth
grade will have a couple songs from “Wicked"
and the Sixth graders each have a “pop” solo
for you. Come and enjoy!

Blessings to you as you live your life covered
in God's grace, love, and mercy!

Music Director—Beth Shroff

During the month of January we sold a total of $20,582.04 worth of products and earned
$872.96 in rebates. We had 39 participants ~ just think what we could do with a few more of
you taking part. You eat? You go out? You buy gas? You do home improvements? Haven't joined
our RaiseRight program yet? Join today and start earning by using gift cards to pay for your
everyday expenses—brands automatically give back up to 20% of every gift card purchase.
Plus, with a mobile app available and instant access to your eGift card and reload purchases,
you can shop with gift cards and earn anytime, anywhere. Did you know that you can help the
Scholarship Fund by using SCRIP? Join the big push for raising funds by using everyday
purchases to help support the Scholarship Fund. If you spend $300 a month on Groceries
(Smith/Albertson's) you would earn $12, half of this amount would go toward the Technology
fund and half could go toward the Scholarship Fund. Want to learn more? Contact Karen Kolke

~ 505-206-0906.



https://webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp?umsgid=%7B8f085d4f-4d2b-4399-ad80-d279aa94b47d%7D&uurl=https%3A//webmail.centurylink.net/app/Utilities/gateway_url.asp%3Fumsgid%3D%257B3d540873-7ed5-438f-b77c-b5d619f4762f%257D%26uurl%3Dhttps%253A/

Step 1
Individual is in need

of receiving care

\

Step 2
Contact Leslie Helge

-SM Referrals
Coordinator

Step 3
Leslie meets with

care receiver to
identify caring needs

e

receiver with aSM

Stephen Ministry
Referral Process

Step 6
SM meets with care

receiver to provide
Christ-centered care
for as long as necessary

f

Step 5
SMreaches out to care

receiver to set up a 1st
visit

Step 4

Leslie prayerfully

matches care

Do you know what to do if you (or someone you know) could benefit by receiving care from a
Stephen Minister? A Stephen Minister is as confidential companion that meets with someone in
need on a weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual
support for as long as they need it. Men are paired with men; women with women.

The diagram above illustrates the steps to take to refer someone to Stephen Ministry (SM) here
at Christ Lutheran Church and School. For more information, please contact a member of the

Stephen Ministry team or visit our website.

As we endeavor to meet the challenges set
forth in the past year and work to implement
the goals from our Vision Task Force, we will
continue our annual pledge process with
“‘Commitment 2025" on Commitment Sunday,
March 30th. Pastor Robinson will communicate
special emphasis this year on the weeks prior
to pledging by recognizing the many missions
supported by Christ Lutheran, and the
concurrent need for time and effort from
congregation members to sustain these
programs.

We're now more than halfway through the
fiscal year of 2025. Thus far this year's budget
goals are being met. Our successful
scholarship fund drive, the Gala, and your

consistent offerings were necessary to help us
transition to a sustainable financial framework
for the future of Christ Lutheran Church and
School. Offerings are up over 8% from last
year. The scholarship fund has received over
$70,000. Combined with the February Gala,
these inputs are essential to meet this year'’s
budget goal.

But this is only an initial step to achieving the
growth process outlined by the Vision Task
Force. We need your on-going support to
implement their 3-year plan, both financially
and with opportunities to serve. Join us on
March 30th to commit to the future of Christ
Lutheran Church and School.

God'’s Blessings,
Tom Hebblewhite, Board of Stewardship




GCAY MARCH NEWSLETTER Before Remodel

Praise God we only have a few shelves to hang and our
kitchen renovation is complete. Praise God that during the
renovation our great staff and volunteers continued serving
meals. Thank You!! By God's grace and the support from
many people we:

- Upgraded the electrical service to the house and provided all
new service in the kitchen.

- Removed a wall, bathroom and storage room. Added new
lighting.

- Rerouted water lines and fixed two major sewer issues.

- Purchased a refrigerator, freezer and stove.

- Leveled a 2" drop in the floor. Installed all new subflooring
and vinyl flooring.

- Installed new work tables. - Painted

Why renovate the kitchen? The renovation enhances and
sustains our ability to serve 6 meals each week for 50 — 100
people at each meal. Meals provide us with a great
opportunity to build community, establish relationships and
provide opportunities for the Holy Spirit to work.

A Story: Through our Bus Ticket Home Program, we recently
helped a homeless individual reunite with his family in Lake
Charles, Louisiana. This journey back home offers him hope, a
fresh start and a reminder that God's loves him. Thank you for
supporting your mission as together we “Transform Lives Now
and for Eternity."

May God Bless and Keep You!

Looking Ahead

— Summer Intern Position Available: If interested contact
Al Koschmann—505.435.8727

After Remodel

GCAY BOARD MEMBERS:

GCAY Director—ELlijah Saenz Ged Al Koschmann
505.377.2756 Aot Bonnie Conrad
126 Pennsylvania St NE 87108 Yeu Katrine Stewart

godcaresaboutyouabg@gmail.com Reverend J. Heffelfinger




A few months ago, I saw an article entitled “We Need a Crying Church”. The author was
lamenting how quiet our churches have become because there are no babies crying or restless
toddlers. Congregations have gown old and quiet. We are losing the next generation.

The last Sunday in January at the late service the children from our school sang. Young
families filled the church. The church was noisy before, during and after the service. Quite a
contrast to our normal Sundays.

In early January the Vision Task Force and the Council presented a Vision to the congregation
seeking to answer the questions: Where is God leading? How are we going to get there?
Allow me to update you on our progress.

We seek to grow God's Kingdom as we renew the congregation and provide a sustainable
financial future for our school; our primary mission field. These are actions that have been
completed or are on-going.

- More youth involved in the worship service. (Ongoing)

- Seek more volunteers. (Volunteer focus will be part of our March Commitment process.)
- Host classes for members, school parents & others. (Gift Planning Workshop completed.)
- Provide School Newsletter to congregation members. (Done)

- Lay Ministers are contacting 50% of members by Easter & 100% by Memorial Day.

- Strengthen relationships with school families. (Ongoing)

- Renew youth program. (Ongoing)

- Complete Capital Campaign for Scholarship Fund. (Exceeding our $110,000 Goal.)

- Establish Sustainable School Funding Model (Ongoing)

- Host School Fund Raising Gala — (Done)

- Reduce Expenses (Ongoing with current budget process.)

Your suggestions and involvement are needed. Our vision is a
work in progress. YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED as God works His /
will in our congregation. We have not yet developed a nice short . ‘
Vision Statement. But on the Sunday the children sang God gave y) o«

us a video: A Noise Filled Church. " For I know the

plans | have for
you,” says the
LORD. “They
are plans for
good and not
for disaster, to
give you a
future and a
hope.

Blessings,
Al Koschmann, Vision Task Force Committee

JEREMIAH 29:11 % ’

NLT /’ ,




Save the Date! Our VBS will be held June 9-
13th. For questions or more information
contact Deaconess Elizabeth Dobbelaire.

Join us for a fun night of Bunco, food,
fellowship, and prizes on Sunday, March 23
from 5:30-7 pm in the Parish Hall. Bring a
green finger-food snack and the whole family.
Everyone is welcome! If you've never played
before, it is easy to learn.

March 5—Men’s Bible Study: Pancake
Breakfast

March 8—CLS Miz D's Eighth Grade Class
March 19—NO Fellowship Meal

March 26—Preschool

If you are 55 and older you are welcome to
join the Honor Circle. They will meet on
Thursday, March 13 at 11:45 am at the Sunny
Side Up Café. Please call Eunice Hoeft at
505.886.9705 and let her know you're coming.

Come join us for Quilting on March 11 & 25 in
the Parish Hall from 9-12. Contact Karen Kolke
at 505.206.0906.

Join us as we begin the Lenten Season:
Wednesday, March 5 for Ash Wednesday
Service at 12 and 7 pm. Midweek Lenten
Worship each Wednesday leading up to Holy
Week at 12 and 7 pm (see table below). March
30 is a fifth Sunday. Join us for one 10 am
service as we take time for Commitment
Sunday. Afterwards lunch will be served in the
Parish Hall.

“Christian Character” Becoming God's person
Join Us! ZOOM or In Person

Church Conference Room

Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

“The Wide Wide Sea”

Captain Cook's Final Voyage

Join Us!! Via Zoom or In Person on Friday,
April 25 at 6 pm

Contact Al & Marcia Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

“New Testament Characters”
People Like Us

Thursday, March 6 & 20 at 7 pm
Join Us!! Via Zoom or In Person
Al & Marcia Koschmann's Home
Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

Date Time Sermon Lay Minister Ushers Lector Acolyte Music Sound

5 12 pm . Jerry Shroff TBD TBD Lay Minister SBhetr;f 1)
Ach Pastor Eric ro
Robinson Beth

Wednesday | 7 pm James Gruetzner | TBD |Kelly Gruetzner | Lay Minister| ¢~ . (1)
Marty - Beth

12 pm Pastor Eric Rasmussen TBD TBD Lay Minister Shroff (1)
1e Robinson Beth

7 pm James Gruetzner| TBD Kelly Gruetzner | Lay Minister Shroff (1)

12 pm TBD TBD Betty Swanger |Lay Minister Betr;f (1)
19 Pastor Eric shro
Robinson o Beth

7 pm Greg Hoffman TBD Lay Minister Shroff (1)

12 pm 18D 8D Kelly Gruetzner | Lay Minister SBhetrTlf (1)
o6 Pastor Eric ro
Robinson Beth

7 pm James Gruetzner TBD Lay Minister Shroff (1)
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CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH & SCHOOL
CHRONICLE
March 2025 Newsletter

Sunday Worship 8:15 & 11 a.m.
Sunday Bible Classes: 9:45 a.m.

SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST!

Phone: (505) 884-3876
e-mail: admin@christabg.org
Web page: christabg.org
A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

Christ Lutheran Church and School

7701 Candelaria Road NE
Return Service Requested

Albuquerque, NM 87110

OUR STAFF: Hayleigh Saavedra, P3

Pastor Eric Robinson, Pastor Preschool Lead Teacher

Elizabeth Dobbelarie, Director of Laticia Guyer & Jessica

Youth, Family Life, & School Behenna, Pre-K

Ministries Lishelle Burmeister,

Beth Shroff, Director of Music Kindergarten

Janine Morford, Church Corrine Klinker , 1st Grade

Secretary Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade

Anne McBrayer, Bookkeeper Julie Henderson, 3rd Grade

Robert Griego, Custodian Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Gene Postenrieder, 5th Grade

SCHOOL STAFF: Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade

Kim Rasmussen, Principal Anne Hutchinson, 7th Grade

Cresta Combs mn Janine Morford, Deon Haas, 8th Grade
School Secretaries

Jaqui/Mikaela, 2 Year Old

Teacher




