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“Sharing God's love with all His children , while growing together in Christ.”

FROM PASTOR ERIC

I’ve now been here long enough to write two newsletters! And while I am
finally able to locate where most things are on campus, there is still so much to
learn about the Christ Lutheran community. One of my favorite refrains that I
have said so far has been, “We do that? Great!” It’s very exciting to be part of a
community that takes service to others so seriously. Being in a community that
is filled with so many leaders who are happy to work quietly on the things God
has put in front of them makes a huge difference to people that really need the
help. If I am being honest, this is the kind of thing that would make plenty of
my colleagues a little jealous.

Now that we are out of Lent and past Easter, it is a great time to remind
ourselves that everything we do is because God raised Jesus from the dead.
Serving the vulnerable and those in need is a great thing in and of itself, of
course. but we don’t do these things simply because they are the right things to
do. Instead, we serve others because our service is part of a much larger story of
God renewing all things in the wake of Resurrection Life breaking into our
world.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul
gives one of the most
important summaries of why
the resurrection of Jesus is so
vital to us as followers of
Jesus. He talks about how if
God hadn’t raised Jesus,
nothing we do would matter
and that we would still be
dead in our sins. He also gives
m:\ us the promise that what God
" \TOT7 C o did for Jesus, he will do for us
as well. Finally, at the

: conclusion of this chapter
& Glo&gg?:riiather (one of the most important in

all the scriptures), he also says
@a/V @n/ this (vs 58): Always give
MATS e yourselves fully to the work of
| the Lord, because you know
| that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain.

In other words, the work we do for the sake of the Gospel has meaning. It
carries over and won’t just disappear. It matters. And one day, when all is said
and done and Resurrection Life is all over creation, we will be able to look back
and get to see that while God did everything, we got to play a small part in it.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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IMPORTANT DATES:

May 7&8—Plant Sale (see
page 6 for more info.)

May 10—Quilting from
am.—I12 p.m.

May 12—Honor Circle at
11:45 am.

May 12—Choir and Band
Concert at 7 p.m.

May 13—LWML New
Beginning Brunch at 9:30
a.m. (see page 7 for more
info.)

May 13—Field Day
starting at 10:30 a.m.

May 17—Preschool
Graduation at 6 p.m.

May 18—Kindergarten
graduation at 7 p.m.

May 19—Eighth grade
graduation at 7 p.m.

May 24—Quilting from 9
am.—I12 p.m.
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WAYS WE CAN GIVE THANKS!!!

I am writing this month’s article in the midst of our Holy Week Worship. This
is a very contemplative time for me as I reflect on the ultimate gift that Jesus
has given us in His death and resurrection — with His blood wiping away all of
our sin and making us whole in His perfection, so we can share an eternal life
together.

Such a wonderful gift because God loves us so much. Now I don’t know
about you, but I can say very unequivocally that if I were to rely on my good
works I would fall dismally short of redemption. Thankfully, God has taken
care of this for me.

It is for this reason my heart rebounds in a desire to serve. This desire to serve
grows all the time, knowing it does not gain me any favor, but it does show an
outward representation of what God has done for me, and I truly believe it is
driven by The Holy Spirit.

You too may be looking for ways to serve, in gratitude for what Jesus has
done for you. As we move into the late Spring and Summer months I can share
a number of ways you might be able to serve in our faith community, knowing
that there are also many other ways so many of you are already serving and
giving already.

Just a few ways you might be able to serve that would help immensely as we
open up more in worship and meet the challenges of summer. A few ways you
might consider serving in worship. We are in great need for ushers and
counters.

Ask any usher or counter how to get involved and I am sure they will give you
great direction. If you don’t know any, look for me on any Sunday morning
and I will direct you to them.

I also know we could use help with our School Field Day on May 13. This is a
fun one day service helping with food, games, races, traffic control and more.
It is a wonderful way to support our school as it shows it’s love to other
Lutheran schools in our area.

As I mentioned last month, we are in desperate need for volunteers to support
our VBS this year. Janine, our Administrative Assistant, has volunteered to
serve as the Chairperson this year, but cannot do the job without leadership
help and volunteers. This is a one-week commitment and a HUGE outreach
opportunity.

Many neighborhood and school children attend our VBS. This is a way for us
to share the Gospel. In the past it has led children and families to involvement
in both our school and church. This is true kingdom work.

Also if you are looking for ways of serving through your financial gifts, we

are in great need going into the summer, which is our most challenging time of
the year financially. Our Mission and Ministry is a twelve-month ministry.
God has gifted us with many mission opportunities through our school, God
Cares About You, the Matzke’s, and Benjamin Helge.

We also have large expenses in upkeep of our campus, utilities, church and
school staff, worship and more. This results in a very large budget, well over
1.2 million dollars, with the majority supported by our gifts and school
tuitions.

This year with the lingering pandemic, and our six-month Pastoral vacancy,
(historically giving falls off during vacancy) we have fallen behind on our
projections for financial giving.

(Continued on Page 6)
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FROM STEPHEN MINISTRIES—Care Receivers Tell Their Stories

The Stephen Ministry, St. Louis headquarters share... "over the years, well over one-and-a-half million people
have benefited from the one-to-one, Christ-centered care of a Stephen Minister. This care is entirely
confidential—no one knows the identity of a care receiver except for their Stephen Minister and the pastor or
Stephen Leader who paired them together."

Take a moment to read a few testimonials from people who have benefited from having a Stephen Minister:

Although my needs changed as I went from wife to caregiver to widow, my Stephen Minister’s love and
support remained a constant. She was there at every stage of my journey, helping me through some of the
most difficult moments of my life—so I could begin to heal. - Susan @

When things seemed like too much to handle, my Stephen Minister brought normalcy and calm. With him by
my side, I knew I could make it from one week to the next. I could feel God’s presence when my Stephen
Minister was there. - James @

My Stephen Minister listens—really listens. He doesn’t judge me or tell me what to do but walks side by side
with me. I never realized how helpful and healing that can be. With his care and support, I'm making it
through. - Brian

I needed to know that there was one person in the world who knew the good, the bad, and the ugly about me—
and still cared for me. Experiencing that through my Stephen Minister was a tangible expression of God’s
love. It changed my life. - Julia

[ just didn't know how to handle my anger at the world and at God. My first visit with my Stephen Minister
opened me up with tears and feelings i hadn't shared with anyone. What a relief to have someone listen
without judgement and reassure me God will never leave me, no matter how hard I try to push Him away. I'm
so grateful for my Stephen Minister and her support for over two years of meeting together. God worked
through her to heal my heart. - Doris @

If you would like more information about Stephen Ministry, whether to request one or to serve as one, please
speak with any of the Stephen Leaders on Sunday mornings. We're the ones with the blue name tags: Sue
Dragan, Cheryl Frazine, Leslie Helge, Rev. David Clark, David Yocky, Jerry Shroff.

Grief
Health Issues
Personal Crisis

Situations Divorce

Where Stephen
Ministers Have @ Terminal lliness/End of Life Issues

Provided Care Spiritual Crisis

to Those
in Need Caregiver for a Loved One

Financial Difficulties/Job Loss
@® Infertility

@ Other
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

There’s a quality of the spring
time sun that makes it
understandable why the cat loves
to bask in its warm light. On a
cool crisp day, you can raise
your face to it and feel it’s
warmth penetrating your eyes,
your skin, and your soul. Sitting,
enjoying the feeling, sometimes
you can also hear the birds
singing. Their song of joy brings
forth the feelings of hope. Can
you just imagine how it will feel
to raise our faces to Jesus, who
will be the source of light in
heave? That sounds so
wonderful and peaceful.
Someday...

Together in Christ,
Kim Rasmussen

FROM STEWARDSHIP
2020-2022 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

I realize it’s only May and football season is
months away for us diehard fans — so pardon the
analogy.

The Capital Campaign is in the fourth quarter and
we’re at the 10-yard line pushing for victory. After
18 months of this 2-year effort, we’ve collected a
little over $180,000 towards our goal of $200,000.
The needs were critical — replace the church and
school roofs, repair numerous issues at the Parish
Hall, and infuse capital into our depleted
endowment fund.

With six months remaining, we’re asking those
with outstanding pledges to continue their
commitment to this fund drive — about $12,000 is
the amount of pledged donations outstanding. And
for everyone, whether you pledged or not, we
prayerfully request any support to the “roof fund”
over this final stretch to bring us over the goal line
- $200,000.

Tom Hebblewhite, Board of Stewardship

May Celebrations!

“Happy Birthday” to the following members of
who were born in May:

May 4 Neal Groeling
Paul Guyer
Warren Kelm
May 5 Ainsley Vering
May 7 Madison Burmeister
May 10 Warren Henry
May 11 Julie Henderson
May 12 Danny Thomas
May 13 Larry Barton
Logan Stephens
May 15 Noah Rasmussen
May 17 Laticia Guyer
Christy Gollihur
May 18 Lindsey Shroff
May 21 Deborah Joyner
May 22 Emmalyn McBrayer
Nathan Hirwa
May 27 Jason Ivey
William Larsen
May 28 Carol Bickel
Henry Slickers
Debra Padilla
May 29 Richard Gothard
Al Koschmann
May 31 Isabella Godinez

Zachariah Slickers

“Happy Anniversary” to the following
members who were married in May:

May 1 Doug and Carol Bickel
May 7 Neal and Linda Groeling
May 9 Joseph and Kathy Brem
May 12 Tim and Martha Matzke
May 19 Chris and Patty Van Dyck
May 22 Paul and Betty Lemke
May 25 Ted and Karon Paulat
May 27 Dave and Polly Oetting
May 30 Tony and Sasha Alberti
(Please let the church office know if we missed your special
date)
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR~

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! LSB 547

The Easter season lasts through the month of May. We will continue to sing Easter hymns and songs at
worship that proclaim and share the victory that is ours through Jesus Christ! I like to keep track of how
many of those songs we get to use during the season. I do the same for each season of the church year:
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and now Easter. Hopefully I don’t leave out your favorite.

How wonderful it has been to have our choirs back for this year! We will be taking a break for the
summer, but [ have so enjoyed having the special music back in our worship, as well as the great
fellowship that comes with weekly rehearsals. Consider joining us when we start up again in
September!

It’s hard to believe this school year without so many covid restrictions is almost over! We were able to
have band and choir in the school. Their May concert is on Thursday, May 12 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.

299

The Bell Choir is playing “Playful Interlude on ‘Jesus Loves Me’” on May 1 and Diversion (Glorious
Dawn) on May 8. “Peace I Leave with You” will be a choir anthem this month sometime. We hope to
add a few more anthems before we take our summer break.

Thank you for your appreciation of the choirs and the music!! It truly is my joy to bring our praises to
Him, our God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!!

~ Beth Shroff

FROM THE TREASURER

I find it amazing how much our congregation
Hello! My name is Jessica Nixon and I am excited to accomplishes both on budget and over and beyond
serve as the treasurer for Christ Lutheran Church and  budget through special projects, grants, legacy giving
School. I am a lifelong member of the church, having and more. What a joy it will be to serve and report the
grown up attending Sunday school, completing positive things going on here at Christ Lutheran
confirmation classes, and folding countless brown Church and School as well as challenges and
paper bags for luminarias as fundraisers to attend the ~ opportunities as they come up as well.
National Youth Gathering.

In Service,
I went on to follow my childhood dreams of becoming
an attorney and currently practice with a local firm Jessica Nixon
here in Albuquerque. After completing a period of Treasurer, Christ

service as a treasurer for a non-profit organization, the [ ytheran Church
opportunity to serve in a similar capacity for CLC-S  and School

was a calling I could not ignore. I look forward to the

privilege of serving as your treasurer!

Rather than blast you with numbers as I am just
beginning to get comfortable with them, I plan on
digesting them, learn all the accounts, procedures,
budget vs outside budget items and then build reports
that can make sense to you over the next few months.
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We have time to make up this deficit, prior to the end of the
fiscal year, in July. If you are led to give a bit more in sup-
port of our Mission and Ministry, this May, June and July, it
will come at a much-needed time.

We are, and always have been, a giving congregation. That _ We i
said if you are led to give more now would be a great time to o
do so. Also please, if you are giving already at the level :

God ﬁas led you, tﬁat is good too. Half-jokingly, I say, y LO RD

PLEASE do not take the summer off. 8

Finally a fantastic way for all to serve and give is in Prayer. JOSHUA 24:15
Please pray for God’s continual will and vision for our
church and school to be followed. Please pray for our mem- %

As for me and my

-

o o
bers, and students; our Pastor and faculty; our outreach op-
portunities and missions in our neighborhood and across the

4 A
world. N/ A [
God is so good. God has given us the greatest gift in Jesus. ‘ ]

Let us respond with our gifts, service and love.
God’s Peace,
Congregational Chairman—1Jerry Shroff
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OUR ANNUAL PLANT FUNTRATSER! &
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Christ Lutheran Chronicle

The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School. News items and articles
are due in the church office on the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your
v submission may be edited for content or length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!




CHRIST CHRONICLE 2022 PAGE 7

German Montiel

Director GCAY

Ph: 505.377.2756

Em: godcaresaboutyouabq
@gmail.com

It is said, “April showers and brings May flowers.” Well, after this year’s Good Friday, 5-mile Cross
Walk, it isn’t just April who needs a shower, and not only May deserves flowers. A joyful shout to
Freddy, our resident volunteer, who volunteered to carry the 8 ft long cross for most of our journey to
Wyoming, to San Mateo and back again. I carried the cross for a mere 2 mile before my demons, I mean
health, caused me to forfeit that burden. As 2 Corinthians 5:15 reminds us, “He died for all, that those
who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died for them and was raised again.”
This year’s annual event witnessed the serving of pizza and sodas to more than 50 denizens of our
International District.

Typically associated with those flowers, the Kentucky Derby and, of course, Mother’s Day, this year
adds a new hallmark for May celebrations. Starting in May, God Cares About You will be open four
days a week. Traditionally, the Mission has been serving the International District on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, with the fourth Wednesday reserved for the Road Runner Food Truck event and our
Children’s Ministry during the school year on Saturdays.

This month, the Mission will be open and serving the community on Mondays and Fridays, too. With
new ministries being introduced at the Mission (and the continuation of existing ones), the addition of
two more days will allow more opportunity for Christ’s servants to reach God’s children. The GCAY
family invites you to come witness and participate in God’s glory as we serve our less fortunate brothers
and sisters in Christ.

God Bless Your May. May it be filled with flowers and PLEASE don’t forget those showers.

Volunteer !! Call Me!! Adios y Amen!

GCAY Board Members:
Al Koschmann, CLC
Bonnie Conrad, Immanuel
Jim Kunkle, Calvary
Reverend Heffelfinger

NEW BEGINNINGS is one of our Women’s Guild groups which meets once a month, usually September
through May on the second Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the church conference room. Our main activity is a Bible
study. We are affiliated with LWML, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Our meeting in May
traditionally is a gathering for Brunch. We will be meeting at Weck’s on Paseo on Friday, May 13 at 9:30 a.m.
If you would like to join us, please let Beth Shroff know (505-463-8113). Enjoy food and fellowship!
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LWML Spring Zone Event will be held here at Christ Lutheran on Saturday, May

: ®  Lutheran Women in Mission

21st. We will meet at 10am in the Parish Hall to stuff bags for the District
Convention on June 3-5 . (Have you registered yet?) This is a zone event so we
will see many of our LWML ladies and friends, a great way to catch up and get

excited for the convention. We will be serving fruit, hot sandwiches, and salads

with a Thrivent Grant.

There are exciting things in store
% for VBS this summer happening

table in the Narthex to find out how you can be
involved and help with this event or you can go to

N 9 June 20th—1June 24th. I need your https://clcsvbs.myanswers.com/zoomerang/ to

o help in these areas: Games, Bible

volunteer by filling out the online form, you may

Lesson, Tour Guides, and other helpers in all areas. also email Janine at admin@christabq.org or call
Please consider helping the week of VBS, the more the church office.

involved the better to make this a great ministry in
sharing the love of Jesus to kids. Visit the VBS

CLS WHAT ARE YOU LEANRING?

7 In May, the three year olds will be learning about the

CHRIST

LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

ocean. We will have water day and get to use the
water slide and have a water balloon fight!

This month, PreK will be learning about the life cycle of a
butterfly and learning about the difference between primary
and secondary colors.

Kindergarten will be learning all about the Rain Forest as we
build our own rain forest in our classroom. We will go to the
zoo this month and we are looking forward to our graduation
on May 18th.

First Grade will be learning about sea animals, early life,
money, and forces. We will also be getting ready for second
grade!

Third grade will be doing research projects on an animal of
their choosing for English. In math, we’re going to lean how
to find the area and perimeter of shapes.

The fourth graders are winding down the year by finishing up
fractions and reading the one and only /van.

During the month of May, the Fifth Grade Class will be
writing thank you cards to give to families who have Veteran
relatives.

During the last month of school, sixth grade will close their
journey with the Spanish language and by exploring the
incredibly diverse culture of the Spanish speaking world.

Seventh grade will b e wrapping up graphing and writing
linear equations to prepare for eighth grade math and Algebra
1.

HONOR CIRCLE: We had 19 lovely
ladies at our Honor Circle get-together this
last month. It was such a good time of
fellowship and food. We had 2 new gals
attend also. ( Thank you dear Lord, for
giving us these loving times.) This month
we will meet on Thursday May 12th---
11:45 at Sunny Side Up on Louisiana and
Menaul. Again, please let me

know 1if you are able to come. It is a real
necessity so that we have the right number
for the table set up. See you then!

Eunice Hoeft

n Fellowship Meal

Final Fellowship Meal of the
Year!

Who: God Cares About You will be
hosting the final fellowship meal of
the year!

When: Wednesday, May 4th at 5:45
pm.

Come on out and enjoy a delicious
New Mexican cuisine of red and
green enchiladas, rice, and beans to
support our GCAY Mission!
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Parish Hall Exterior Painting

Thank You!! Thank You!!

Jarrod and Your PROPIPE Crew

GROUP STUDIES

Tuesday Men’s Bible
Study—6:00 a.m.
“Questions God Asks”
He Knows the Answers
We Need to Respond

Join Us!!
Zoom or in Person
Church Conference Room

Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

Book Discussion

“Bulletproof
Missionary”

A story of resilience—
From a Korean
orphan to a renowned §
Concordia Irvine
professor

QUESTIONS
GOD ASKS

Join Us!! Via Zoom or in Person
Thursday, May 26 at 6:00 p.m.

Contact: Al and Marcia Koschmann

akoschmann@yahoo.com

Thank You!!

Jarrod and his crew are painting the exterior
of the Parish Hall at no cost to Christ

SPerfect
e
el

James 117

The 51st Rocky
Mountain District
Convention is coming
up ~ June 3-5, 2022!!

all at : Register at
Lutheran. Nothing like a coat of paint to ' Iwmlrmd.org, please talk
refresh and renew. Thank You PROPIPE! to one of the LWML
L ladies for more
P'P'= information on how you
can join us.

Rocky Mountain District Convention
Offering June 9-10

Siberian Lutheran Seminary,

Novosibirsk Russia

Invest in Changing Hearts Now & For

Eternity

Donate: Christ Lutheran Church & School

Designate: District Convention

View Their Website: savetheseminary.org

Contact: Al Koschmann — akoschmann@yahoo.com
District Board of Directors

N
&
e Lutheran ot

Quilters needed! We
would love to see any
ladies that love material,
cutting, piecing, tying,
or just like to visit with
us, come join us on May
10th and 24th from 9-12.
For more information
contact ~ Cheri Guyer or
Karen Kolke.

Check out your CLC Library. We
have a new shipment of greeting
cards, including some for Mother's
Day and also books on almost every
subject, including a large variety of
fiction.

If you are the person who took down
the sign with the pricing for cards,
please let me know if you still have
it.

Lutheran Church Extension Fund
(LCEF) is seeking candidates for
the position of District Vice Presi-
dent - Rocky Mountain. For more
information on this position or to
apply, go to https://Icef.org/careers/



https://lcef.org/careers/
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«

ust as Christ was

raised from the dead
by the glory of the
Father, we too might

walk in newness of

life.”  Romans 6:4
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Leslie Lowe, 2 Year Old Teacher
Hayleigh Saavedra, P3
Preschool Lead Teacher
Breanna Hitchcock, Pre-K
Laticia Guyer, 3 Day Pre-K
Lishelle Burmeister,
Kindergarten

Tanya Sainz, 1st Grade

Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Julie Henderson, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Kimery Doyle, 5th Grade
Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Kat Fuller, 7th Grade

Deon Haas, 8th Grade



